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cottage ga rdén 


Alliumage***<7 SC" 


15 of the best for style & drama 


Beautifully made. 


A LI T E xX" 


GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


In partnership with In partnership with 


Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 


National www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 
Trust 


Come and see us at RHS Chelsea Flower Show on stand MA10. 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY, MARIANNE MAJERUS. 


editors letter 


Each year as I enter the showground of the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show I get that distinct fluttery, 
butterflies-in-the-tummy feeling. The air is always 
thick with excitement, but there’s also the 
knowledge of just how hard so many dedicated 
people have worked and how their hopes are 
hanging on getting everything right. This year 

I have the great honour of being one of the judges 


for the show gardens, so there’s an extra urgency 
to making sure I get a really in-depth look at all of the displays. For our 
preview of some of the most outstanding designs and plants, as well as 
insights into this year’s trends, turn to page 33. We'll be adding extra content 
to our digital edition in June that we'll be recording during the flower show, 
as well as a podcast of the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Talk with designer Dan 
Pearson, gardener Fergus Garrett and writer Anna Pavord, which takes place 
during Chelsea week. Dreaming of money-no-object gardens is fun, but to 
inspire those of us with more modest budgets, we take a look at designer 
Kristy Ramage’s stunning plants ideas for pots and containers. If you've 
enjoyed the series we’ve been running about container planting, you may be 
interested in the Special Edition we've recently launched, entitled Pots of Style, 
which contains a compilation of features from the past four years, plus 
exclusive additional content. For details of how to buy turn to page 116. 


I hope you enjoy the issue. | 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 


CAROL KLEIN 
Plantswoman and 
presenter of BBC 


FERGUS GARRETT 
Plantsman and head 
gardener at Great 
Dixter in East Sussex. 


DANIEL J HINKLEY 
American plantsman, 


writer and lecturer. 


planthunter, horticultural 


designs Tor early ‘summer containers’ See page 64 
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DAN PEARSON 
Garden designer, 
plantsman and 
columnist. 
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Chelsea Flower Show 


34 


46 


50 


53 


Designer Profiles We take a look at the work of 
contenders tipped for the coveted gold medal, 
with a preview of their plans for this year’s show 
Chelsea trends A roundup of influential ideas, 
plants and products from the show that could 
inspire the nation’s gardeners in the future 
Plant highlights Some of the country’s top 
nurserymen pick their favourite among the 
plants they'll be taking to the show this year 
Get kitted out Visit Chelsea in style with our 
selection of clothing and accessories 


Plants 


18 


May plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins 
chooses a selection of pretty plants that can 
play a starring role in your garden as spring 
turns to summer 


64 


76 


Stylish pots Be inspired by the colours, textures 
and combinations of these delightful container 
planting ideas from designer Kristy Ramage 
Plant profile: Alliums Our guide to the very best 
of these striking flowers that can add a welcome 
dash of early summer drama 


Places 


56 


70 


86 


92 


A family affair The Arts and Crafts garden 

at Kiftsgate tells the story of three generations 
of women gardeners 

A passion for peonies Hollberg, a traditional 
German country garden in Bavaria, has one of 
the world’s best peony collections 

Spring into life Val Bourne explains how she 
created a stunning cottage garden by following 
her five golden rules of gardening 

Alife’s work Edulis nursery is packed with rare 
edible plants prized for both beauty and flavour 
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People 


23 


84 


130 


Gardening talent Trained as a florist and now 
a horticulturist, Rossana Porta helps top 
designers bring their show garden plans to life 
Who’s who Meet Nigel Colborn, the writer and 
passionate gardener honoured by the RHS 
for a lifetime's contribution to horticulture 
Among friends Our columnist Frank Ronan 
thinks that the beauty of tulips rests in your 
choice of companions 


Design 


99 


105 


Design news The latest projects and events, 
including Sarah Price's new garden designed 
for the Whitworth Art Gallery in Manchester 
Design sourcebook Our pick of nine of 

the best plant supports, from stately obelisk 
to elegant runner-bean frame 


Regulars 


3 
6 
11 


25 


28 


108 


117 


120 


121 


122 
129 


Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: news What's happening — including at 
the Chelsea Fringe — plus where to go, what's 
in flower and what to buy this month 

Urban gardener Food writer and gardener 
Jojo Tulloh shares tales and tips of allotment life 
Subscription offer Save 27% when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
Highgrove: A Garden Celebrated 

Reader survey Complete our survey for the 
chance to win Sneeboer tools worth £235 
Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on plans for a new garden city at Ebbsfleet 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in June 


Save 27% 


READER 
OFFERS 


* Book now for our 
exclusive reader event 
with Farrow & Ball on 

25 June at Deans Court in 
Dorset — see page 9 


* Save 27% when you 
subscribe to the digital 
edition — see page 28 


* Aspecial allium offer 
from Peter Nijssen 
nursery plus discounts on 
strawberry plants and plant 
supports — page 114 


« Fillin our reader survey 
— plus the chance to win a 
set of Sneeboer hand tools 
worth £235 — see page 117 
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opera house. He wrote our 
feature on alliums on page 76. 


“Love the way alliums are at home in any planting scheme, be 
it formal, relaxed or even quirky.” 


CHRISTA BRAND 


Christa is one of Germany's 
most renowned garden 
photographers. Her work 
appears in garden magazines 
and books — the latest of which, 
Pfingstrosen (Deutsche Verlags- 
Anstalt), is on peonies. She 
photographed Hallberg, with its 
peony collection, on page 70. 


“Besides the peonies, the garden offers interest all year round, 
especially in autumn with the oak collection’s radiant colours.” 


CHRISTA 
HASSELHORST 
F \ Journalist Christa is passionate 
Broadwalk Spiral Bench RHS Chelsea Flower Show h F _- about plants. She lives and 
Stand MA9 : 


works in Potsdam, where she 
writes for German magazines 
and is the author of several 
books. On page 70 she meets 
the Millers in their renowned 
German country garden. 


“The variety and beauty of Wolfgang Muller's peony collection was 
overwhelming, just like his stunning knowledge of this flower.” 


GAZE BU RV] LL | TANIA COMPTON 


Tania has been immersed in the 
world of plants and gardens all her 


Britain’s Finest Outdoor . life. Her book Dream Gardens 
3 i ~ (Merrell), featuring 100 gardens 
Fu rniture & Kitchen Ss from around the world, was 


published in 2007. She wrote our 
feature on Edulis, the rare plant 
nursery of landscape designer 


WWW. gaze b u rvi | | .comMm “Filling your car with plants at Edulis feels deliciously guilt free as 


the chances are you'll be harvesting the bounty for years to come. 
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From planters, fountains and statues to balustrades, 
porticos and follies — our stonework designs look fabulous 
when new and grow ever-more distinguished as they age. 


Browse our unrivalled collection online or 
call to request a catalogue. 


haddonstone.com 


HADDONSTONE _ 01604770711 


An Advertisement by Thomas Sanderson 


Setting the scene this Spring 


Transform your conservatory for less with 3 for 2 
on made to measure, conservatory blinds, 
exclusively from Thomas Sanderson. on Conservatory Blinds 


pring is now here, bringing with it sunnier, brighter weather and For eve ry D: 
rising temperatures. As it starts to get warmer outside, do you conservato ry 


struggle to keep your conservatory cool on the inside? Well, if - 
that’s the case, now’s the perfect time to take advantage of blinds, choose a 3rd 
ok 
absolutely FREE 


Thomas Sanderson’s 3 for 2 offer on their beautiful, bespoke 
conservatory blinds. 


Thomas Sanderson’s Duette°EnergySmart blinds offer the ideal 


combination of truly beautiful blinds and unique fabric technology Se — 
to deliver the best reflecting conservatory blinds on the market. ie | | 
So, as well as creating a stunning new look, your conservatory will = > 


stay cool in the summer and warm in the winter. 


Many conservatory owners make the mistake of leaving their roof 
panels bare, but this is where exposure to the sun can be at its 
greatest. With coordinating roof and window blinds available you 
can transform your entire conservatory and create a blissfully cool 
room this summer. 


With over 20 years experience in the field, Thomas Sanderson has 
helped thousands of people transform their conservatories into 
comfortable, stylish spaces. Each Thomas Sanderson blind is 
individually designed, handcrafted and installed to fit precisely 
into the window frame, so you have the flexibility to open your 
windows even when the blinds are down. 


Combine all this with Thomas Sanderson’s exclusive Platinum 
Power System and you can control your blinds at the touch of a 
button, the perfect finishing touch to any conservatory. 


Let Thomas Sanderson transform your conservatory 
today. To request a FREE brochure or book a FREE design 


consultation call 0800 220 603. Reader Offer courtesy of Thomas Sanderson 


To request a FREE brochure or book a FREE design 
consultation call 0800 220 603 


Th 4 f 5 and quote reference Q7150 


An expression of individuality 


* Limited period only. Terms and conditions apply. 


www.tsoffer.co.uk 


Complete your details below for your 
FREE brochure and to claim this 3 for 2 offer 
Send to: Thomas Sanderson, FREEPOST, Hants PO7 7UW \ 
O Please send me a FREE brochure ! 
O Please contact me to book a FREE design consultation 


Name: 


meet — = Tel No: 


os 
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Thomas Sanderson blinds enable you to enjoy your ! 
conservatory all year round whatever the weather eS sco ella 
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to find the perfect colours” 


In association with Gardens Illustrated 


Exclusive Farrow & Ball event 


Join us for an inspiring Colour in the Home and Garden day course 
in association with Farrow & Ball at Deans Court in Dorset 


Event Details 


When 
Wednesday 25 June 2014 
Time 
10am-4.30pm 


Where 
Deans Court, Wimborne Minster, Dorset BH21 1EE 


Cost 
£50 per person, including refreshments and 
a two-course buffet lunch 


How to Book 


To reserve your place, please email 
jonathan@deanscourt.org with your name, phone 
number and the number of tickets you require. 


For more details about Farrow & Ball and its striking range 
of paint colours and wallpapers, visit farrow-ball.com and 
to find out more about Deans Court, visit deanscourt.org 


FARROW& BALL 


CRAFTSMEN IN PAINT AND PAPER 


YOUR SPEAKER 

JOA STUDHOLME has worked 

with Farrow & Ball for more than 

15 years helping to develop its 

colour palette and advising customers 
on using colour in the home. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED and paint and wallpaper specialist 
Farrow & Ball have teamed up to invite readers to an exclusive 
event on Wednesday 25 June held at the idyllic Deans Court 
in Dorset, which dates back to the 8th century. 

The day starts with an inspirational colour talk by Farrow 
& Ball’s international colour consultant Joa Studholme who 
will introduce the company’s new paint and wallpaper 
collections and illustrate simple ways to create individual 
looks both inside and outside of the home. The day will also 
feature an exterior painting workshop, a tour of the house 
and gardens, and a Q&A session in the Herb Garden with 
Deans Court’s head gardener, as well as a two-course buffet 
lunch and refreshments throughout the day. 


Guests wishing to stay overnight will receive a 20 per cent 
discount on Deans Court Estate’s beautiful holiday cottages 
and in “The Squash Court; the onsite vintage home store. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS Tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Farrow & Ball will refund fees paid for cancellations made 
four weeks or more prior to the course start date. We regret that we are unable to refund fees under any circumstances for any cancellations 
made less than four weeks prior to the start of the course. GARDENS ILLUSTRATED and Farrow & Ball reserves the right to change the format 
without notice and accepts no liability if, for any reason, events are varied, relocated, postponed or cancelled. 9 
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create something spectacular, whatever kind 
of garden you have. From pre-planted containers 
to all the essentials you'll need, the possibilities 
really are-endless. s 


= 
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-Potting~ 


Planted Wooden Barrel Summer Flowering Plants Heritage Faux Lead Planters Miracle Gro Potting Mix 20L 
£10 each (Geranium, Fuchsia, Dahlia) 1L from £15 2 for £8 or 
4 for £10 mix & match and Buxus Golden Triumph £4.99 each 

or £2.99 each £20 each 
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What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


BRITISH FLOWERS 


Fresh thi 


British-grown flo 

per cent of flowers 

Covent Garden. Fh 

the newly establ 

us to look afresh at flowers fro 

use them tdlereate beautiful ni | 
bouquets and arrangements. Based at the co 
manor of Mapperton in Dorset, the school runs 
classes in growing, preparing and combining w 
and garden flowers to stunning effect. Classes run 
throughout the year. Find further details on 
07712 155250, britishflowerschool.co.uk 


¢ The British Flower School is offering GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED readers a 20 petggentediScount on 
courses running this July ols on a first- 


come-first-served basis, ac@@rding: Wailability). 
Please mention the magazine’when b@oking. 
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Created by rendwned Hyieleh sculptor Simon Guttidon Seuipudret by’ ‘the,Lakes is an’ iReBR SEON A! oasis s for 


art Oye and art collectors. Nestled in 26 acres of Dorset’s finest countryside it ‘is: home to an impréssive 


4 
andi iconic range of outdoor sculpture. 


AM mre SR 
All the ent eubee is are carefully placed in the inddetbe and cr aiaing gardens to create. the perfect 
environment in which to experience and view each ela Whethér you are looking’ for sculpture to 
complete a garden project or researching pieces on behalf of a’client, the Sculpture by the Lakes team 
of specialists are ready to assist in every step of the process, from making travel plans, to advising on 
suitable sculptures and arranging installation. 


Prices from £2,950 to £300,000 
To arrange a viewing with one of our specialists, please contact us on: 


T: 01305 360415 
E: sbtl@me.com 
W: www.sculpturebythelakes.co.uk 
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EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 


In the night garden 

Cultural venues all over the country will be opening their doors after 
hours, offering extra activities and special events for the Museums 
at Night festival (15-17 May). And gardening enthusiasts needn't feel 
left out of the fun. You could join an open evening at Castle Drogo 
gardens in Devon, or take a tour at dusk of the Henry Moore and 
Rodin sculptures at Compton Verney, or the exhibition by 
photographer Rankin with shots taken the same day, at the historic 
St Ann's Allotments in Nottinghamshire. museumsatnight.org.uk 


dig in news , » 


WWI CENTENARY 
Plants, past and present 


Sixteen contemporary botanical paintings of plants x pécia 
significance to the First World War go on show in LOAdonithis s 
month. The images have been painted by Amicus Botanicus, 

a group of graduates in botanical painting from the English 
Gardening School, and the show is held in aid of Gardening Leave, 
which provides horticultural therapy to victims of current and 
recent conflicts. The Art of Cultivating Hope, 12-18 May, 54 The 
Gallery, Mayfair, London W1J 7QX. amicusbotanicus.com 


NEW COLLECTION 

GARDEN AND AGRICULTURAL implements form the pattern of this 
‘Tooled Up’ wallpaper from Linwood Fabrics and Wallpaper (LW33/1, 
£79.90 per 10m roll). The design is part of its Emphera range, which also 
includes a ‘Roots and Fruits’ design. Tel 01425 461176, linwoodfabric.com 


TOOLS FOR THE JOB 
Tool expert Sneeboer has added new 
gardening tools to the range it produces 
for Great Dixter. Designed in response to 
what the gardeners at Dixter use, or tools 
passed on to head gardener Fergus Garrett 
from gardeners all over the world, the new 
range includes this planting spade and 
fork with shorter handles to allow for 
precision planting when working on hands 
and knees. Available from Great Dixter’s 
nursery and online shop greatdixter.co.uk 


13 


[TPos: ¢ 
POSHSHED 
COMPANY 


Painted & Finished 


+ ES 


Posh Sheds are different. We design and build wooden 
sheds of the highest quality. Offering both a set range 
and bespoke design service, our sheds are built fo last, 
extremely functional and above all look superb. 


@ 01544 387101 
www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Is it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


WHERE TO BUY 
Support your nursery 


Britain's specialist nurseries offer an unbeatable choice of garden- 
worthy, rare and unusual plants. National Nurseries Week 

(1-7 May) celebrates their expertise 

with demonstrations, behind-the- 

scenes tours and events taking place 

at nurseries around the country — < 
from Duchy of Cornwall Nursery 

inthe South West to Scottish tree 

nursery Christie Elite. Details at 
britishplantnurseryguide.co.uk 


National 
Nurseries. 


Week — 


GARDEN ANTIQUES 


Taking the lead 


Chiswick-based H Crowther Ltd has supplied garden ornament 
leadwork for over 100 years, including pieces to Hestercombe 

and Sissinghurst. Now, third-generation owner Paul Crowther is 
auctioning off a selection of works — many brought to light when the 
foundry’s vaults were emptied recently. The 150 lots include statuary, 
urns, planters and fountains with estimates from £200 to £10,000. 
Summers Place Auctions, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 9AB. 
20-21 May. Tel 01403 331331, summersplaceauctions.com 


EVENTS 
New garden show 


Top specialist nurseries, including Avon Bulbs, Kelways, Phoenix 
Perennials and Thornhayes, are taking part ina new Garden 
Festival hosted by gardening presenter and now nursery owner 
Toby Buckland. Set within the grounds of Powderham Castle in 
Devon, the festival will also feature talks and demonstrations by 
experts such as Charles Dowding (no-dig) and Neil Lucas 
(grasses) along with food, music and plenty of opportunity to 
pick up gardening ideas, advice and inspiration. 2-3 May. 

Tel 01626 891133, tobygardenfest.co.uk 


dig in news 


Diary 


New course offered at West Dean that looks at how you 
can create a garden from waste and reclaimed material. 

11 May, £122. West Dean College, Chichester, West Sussex 
PO18 OQZ. Tel 0844 499 4408, westdean.org.uk 


As part of the Charleston Festival (Charleston was the 
Sussex retreat of the Bloomsbury set of writers and 
artists), ceramics designer Emma Bridgewater and 
gardener Sarah Raven talk pots and plants as they discuss 
their latest books Toast and Marmalade and Vita Sackville 
West's Sissinghurst (see page 112) respectively. 23 May. 
£14. Charleston, Firle, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 6LL. Book 
on 01273 709709, charleston.org.uk 


if 


Aseries of events to help you really understand plants, as 
horticulture and science are brought together with expert 
talks, demonstrations, plant sales 
and tours. 17 May, 10am-4pm, 
£4.95, Cambridge University 
Botanic Garden, 1 Brookside, 
Cambridge CB2 1JE. Tel 01223 
336265, botanic.cam.ac.uk 


Over 40 pieces of sculpture in 
resin, stone, metalwork, ceramics, 
steel and bronze from national and 
local artists. 1 May — 30 
September. Admission included in 
garden entry price. Borde Hill Lane, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex 

y RH16 1XP. Tel 01444 450326, 

rde Hill sculpture: bordhill.co.uk/events 


DAVIDHARBER 


+44 (0)1235 859300 www.davidharber.com 


Enjoy a tours of the gardens and beehives at Great Fosters, 
followed by champagne and lunch at the hotel restaurant. 
29 May (plus other dates through the summer), 10am- 
3pm, £65. Great Fosters. Stroude Road, Egham, Surrey 
TW20 OUR. Tel 01784 480414, greatfosters.co.uk 


i] = ie 


Set within a vintage-style atmosphere in the grounds of 
Knepp Castle, this fair brings plants and wildlife to the fore 
with specialist nurseries (including Edulis, see page 92), 
artisans and tours of the garden's rewilding areas. 

West Grinstead, West Sussex RH13 8LJ. 
31 May — 1 June, 10.30am — 5pm, £6.50. 
Tel 07939 272443, floralfringefair.co.uk 


Stonemason Simon Keeley gives you the opportunity 
to sample this craft. 7-8 June, £180 plus £10 for stone. 
Windlesham, Surrey GU20 6LT. Simon is also running a 
one-week stone carving course in Umbria, Italy. 30 July — 
6 August, £985. Tel 07939 337441, simonkeeley.co.uk 


2 Discover where th 
wild things grow. _ 


EES Marvel at the miniature. 


7 Take a walk on the wild side with the 
Guerrilla Gardener, Richard Reynolds. 


Chelsea Fringe 17 May — 8 June 


Now in its third year, the Chelsea Fringe celebrates a more alternative 
approach to gardening aimed at all ages and communities 


This year more than 200 events are taking 
place around London as well as outside the 
capital, in Brighton, Bristol, Glasgow, Kent, 
and as far away as Vienna, Ljubljana and even 
Melbourne. We've picked 12 of the best to 
tempt you to get involved. 


1 Hanging Gardens of Brighton 

Local schools, nurseries and businesses will 
create their own miniature gardens, which will 
be displayed as hanging gardens en masse in 
the town's Jubilee Square. You can also create 
your own on the day to add to the display. 

+ Jubilee Square, Brighton, 24 May. 


2 Where the Wild Things Grow 
An exhibition of photographs by Paul Debois, 


with commentary from Alys Fowler, and 
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paintings by Lynn Keddie focuses on the green 
areas in our cities. Not the large, public parks, 
but the chance wildings or everyday weeds that 
take hold in the cracks between pavements, or 
on buildings and bridges. On 24 May Alys will 
lead walks in search of wildings, and a pop-up 
restaurant will use foraged foods in the evening. 
See blog for full details and how to book events. 
* Oxford House, Bethnal Green, 18 May — 

8 June, ohwildings.wordpress.com 


3 Tiny Taxonomy 

Montreal-born, landscape architect Rosetta 
Elkin is worried that “as our experiences 
become more and more uniform, our capacity 
to apprehend transformations and beauty 
diminishes.” To help focus our attention she will 
be creating an installation of miniature plants 


that highlight their individual adaptations to 
size and environment so we can marvel at 
their tenacity and intricate beauty. 

+ Belgrave Square, London, 17 May — 8 June, 
rse-landscape.com 


4 The Flower Theatre 

Inspired by Victorian auricula theatres, this 
flower theatre invites you to step into a booth 
and focus on the displayed flowers, each with 
an extraordinary, jewel-like quality. 

+* Petersham Nurseries, Richmond, Surrey, 
17 May — 8 June, petershamnurseries.com 


5 Happy Seeds Festival 

A fun day of family activities, including making 
wooden boxes and then learning how to plant 
tomatoes. It's also the start of the Tomato 


Festival during which 92 different 
types of tomato will be grown. 
+ Dig This Garden Centre, 
New Cross, London, 17 May 


6 Pop up Plant 

Recycling Plant 

Bring your seedlings, plants 
or old gardening books, tools 
and pots and exchange them 
for something else. 

* Newtimber Place, Brighton, 
West Sussex, 18 May 


7 The Guerrilla Gardener's 

River of Flowers Walk 

Guerilla gardener Richard Reynolds 
leads a walk to discover the stories 
behind nature-friendly shared garden 
spaces — all created without permission. 
¢ Elephant and Castle, London, 18 May 


8 Bees Beside Us 
By combining art, science and nature, artist Amy 
Pliszka aims to increase our understanding of 


9 Learn more about living walls at the 
Athenaeum Hotel, Piccadilly. 


bees’ fragility and raise awareness of their 

dwindling numbers, in an exhibition that 

includes this exquisite wood-turned hive (left). 

* Chelsea Physic Garden, London, 

18-23 May, chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk, 
amypliszka.com 


9 Living Walls: How to Grow your 
Own Vertical Garden 
The impressive ten-storey green wall at 
the Athenaeum in the heart of London 
4) iS a great example of a green wall. Find 
out more at this evening talk and learn 


y; dV) how to create your own. £15. 


+ Athenaeum Hotel, Piccadilly, London, 
20 May, athenaeumhotel.com 


10 The Get Growing Trail 

Keen vegetable growers in Bristol will open 

their garden gates and community plots to 
showcase a diverse range of growing projects. 
There are 27 sites involved including allotments, 
community orchards, smallholdings and urban 
vegetable growing schemes. Also in Bristol, look 
out for Pots of Poppies placed around the city 


dig in news 


*espaciogallery™ < e 


ra ~ _ 


159 Bethnal Green Road 
London E27DG 


ety 
; er ae and 
|swap yourold plants for new.ones. iM 


to commemorate the start of the First World War. 
* Throughout Bristol, 7-8 June 


11 Second Nature 

Take a fresh look at the natural world, 
with paintings, sculpture, photography, 
ceramic, textiles and more from 18 UK 
and international artists. 

+ Espacio Gallery, Bethnal Green, London, 
22 May — 3 June, espaciogallery.com 


12 Wildnis 

Landscape art students consider the 
importance of experiencing wilderness in our 
lives with an exhibition of paintings, drawings 
and collected items. Held in the cold house 

of the city’s botanical garden. 

* Kalthaus Botanischer Garten, Vienna, 6-8 June 


Find out more about these and other events 
taking place at this year's Chelsea Fringe by 
visiting chelseafringe.com 

Tune in to the Robert Elms Show, weekdays 
12-3pm, on BBC London 94.9FM during the 
Fringe for interviews and discussions of events. 
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Erodium ‘Special Rose’ 


Most erodiums are short-lived, but Erodium 


chrysanthum goes on and on. It normally has 
pale-yellow flowers, but this pink hybrid, available 

amy years as just ‘pink form, has now been 
Siven the name ‘Special Rose. Because it sets no 
seed it goes on blooming month after month, 
providing pale, rose-pink ts above a neat 

en sun and 

00d drainag igh my 
plant is ove! C propa: take 
shorts tubby little basa. tings ( 


Origin Hybrid of Erodiu 
Season of interest May 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath 
specialplants.net 


Astrantia Buckland’ 

Astrantias are always good value garden 
plants, establishing quickly and self-seeding, 
but the modern hybrids are sterile, putting 
all their energy into flowering rather than 
producing seedlings. Thick with flowers 


in May and June, if cut back hard in early 
July they will flower magnificently again 

in September and even October. This is 
my favourite, its pale-pink flowers like 

tiny Victorian posies in a ruff of pale-pink 
bracts. Although they are said to like shade, 
I find my very best astrantias are sited in 
damp sun. They just don’t like to dry out. 


Height/spread 70cm x 30cm. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
not too dry. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 

Origin Hybrid of A. major x A. maxima. 
Season of interest May — June, September. 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Nectaroscordum siculum 

The most elegant and graceful of onions, 
this used to be called Allium siculum. Tall 
stems thrust up through twisted glaucous 
leaves, each tipped with a narrow pointed 
cluster of buds in a papery sheath. As the 
buds expand they bend over demurely like 
shy maidens hiding the purple-flushed 
inside of each flower under a subtle cream 
and grey-green skirt. Amazingly, as the 
seeds begin to ripen they turn up again 

to make a bouquet of pointed elf hats. In 
sandy soil it can self-seed excessively, but 
never seeds for me. 


Height/spread 1-1.2m x 10-50cm. 
Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
good drainage. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 6a-10b. 
Origin Mediterranean. 

Season of interest May — July. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


As spring gets into its stride, Derry Watkins highlights a selection of 
flowers that should be taking a starring role in your garden right now 


Centaurea montana 
‘Lady Flora Hastings’ 


A lovely white form of a perennial 


cornflower, the whiteness of its outer florets 
set off by the thin, black inner florets 
radiating from the centre. Its flowers — 
which are very attractive to bees — are extra 
big and the ray florets more finely cut than 
usual. The leaves are grey and slightly hairy. 
A tough, reliable plant, which bounces back 
into flower very quickly if cut to the ground 
when it starts to look shabby. This way you 
can keep it in flower from May through to 
August, or even September. 


Height/spread 30-45cm x 30-45cm. 
Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
good drainage. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
Origin Europe. 

Season of interest May — August. 
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Geranium pyrenaicum 
‘Bill Wallis’ 


Geranium ‘Bill Wallis is one of my 


best self-sowers (although you can also 
propagate by division). The plants are 
short lived, almost annual, but appear in 
profusion every May. I never know quite 
where they will be; the small, intense 
deep violet flowers on thin stems pop up 
here and there, scrambling through other 
plants. By July they have vanished. Then in 
August a second, smaller wave appears. 

I have heard of people who have too 
many of them, but for me there are never 
quite enough to satisfy my appetite. 


Height/spread 30-45cm x 50cm. 
Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 

Origin Southwest Europe. 

Season of interest May, June and August. 


Places 
to visit 


Derry shares some of her : 

‘ outcrops, wild-flower 
favourite places to see meadows set in natural 
plants at their best. woodlands, and drifts of 


meconopsis. Many rare trees 
and shrubs, including the 
rhododendrons, azaleas and 
magnolias, are wonderful in 
spring. Open daily. Saintfield, 
County Down, Northern 
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Rowallane Garden is 

an enchanting, relaxed 
naturalistic garden in 
Northern Ireland. It features 
a garden built of natural rock 


Bunium bulbocastaneum 
Bunium bulbocastaneum is also known as 
the earth chestnut, thanks to its small, 
crunchy tubers (pignuts), which can be 
eaten raw or cooked, and taste like sweet 
chestnuts. Its seeds are edible too, but I 
grow it for its beautiful, fine foliage (which 
can also be eaten) and for its perfect white 
umbels. I was told it liked a dry site, so I 
planted it in gravel where it became a 
pretty 40cm-high plant, but it then sowed 
itself into sticky clay at the edge of the 
pond where it enjoyed life so much that it 
grew into a ravishing 90cm of airy leaves 
and tall-stemmed flowers. 


Height/spread 50-90cm x 60cm. 
Growing conditions Sun, damp or dry. 
Hardiness RHS H4-H5, USDA 5a-8b. 
Origin Europe and Asia. 

Season of interest May — June. 


~ ROalbj|Gaed@aa|cotland 


NATIONAL TRUST IMAGES / JERRY HARPUR 


Anthyllis vulneraria var. 
coccinea ‘Special Ruby’ 
Anthyllis vulneraria is a European 
wildflower, known as kidney vetch. 

It has yellow flowers like clover, but the 
individual flowers are more distinct. 
Normally, A. vulneraria var. coccinea are 

a much brighter red, which is nice, but 
this very dark red form is my favourite. 
The flowers are like little rubies nestling 
on a tight mat of narrow, silky leaves. It 
loves chalky, free-draining soil and a gravel 
garden shows it off to perfection. It is not 
long-lived, but seeds enough to reproduce 
itself, never enough to be a nuisance. 


Height 10cm. 

Origin Europe. 

Growing conditions Sun, good drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest May and June. 


Ireland BT24 7LH. Tel 028 
9751 0131, nationaltrust.org. 
uk/rowallane-garden 

Hill House Nursery, 
Devon, is one of my favourite 
nurseries — a hidden 
treasure down narrow 
Devon lanes. A mild climate 
and lots of glasshouses 
mean they stock plants no 
one else grows. | come here 
to find tender treasures at 
incredibly good prices. 
There's a pleasant garden 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Allium cristophil 

This stunning allium adds drama wherever 
it is planted — the individual florets almost 
touch, creating an astonishing 20cm sphere 
of shining lavender stars on a 40cm stalk. 
As the flowers fade and the seeds set, it 
transforms into a blonde globe. By August 
the stems are snapping and you can take 
them inside to dry (perhaps gilding one for 
the top of the Christmas tree), or cheat and 
thread the hollow stems on to thin canes 
anywhere in the garden. The strap-like 
leaves fade by the time the flowers appear, 


Erysimum Pastel Patchwork’ 
Not as long lived as some of its perennial 
wallflower cousins, but just as long- 
blooming and easy to propagate. 

The wonderful faded shades of soft 

pink, apricot and cream set it apart from 
the crowd and make for a beautiful cut 
flower. It is a sport of ‘Apricot Twist’ and 
occasionally it sports back, producing 
tawny orange flowers on an occasional 
branch. Like ‘Apricot Twist’ it is too busy 
flowering to ever get very big. Take 
cuttings while the plant is still young, or 
so consider when planting. AGM*. cut it hard back in July to promote new 
growth and extend its life. 


Height/spread 40-60cm x 50cm. 
Growing conditions Sun. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 
Origin Central Asia. 

Season of interest May — August. 


Height/spread 45-60cm x 45-60cm. 
Growing conditions Sun, drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 
Origin Southern Europe. 

Season of interest May — September. 


Ranunculus aconitifolius 
‘Flore Pleno’ 

For some reason this is called both fair 
maids of Kent and fair maids of France. 
Wherever the maids are from, they're 
adorable. Exquisite, double, milky-white 
pompoms, bounce in the wind on tall 
stems above a mound of green, lobed 
leaves. They like some shade with good 
soil where they won't dry out. Mine has 
multiplied gratifyingly, creating slow- 
growing clumps. The fair maids disappear 
after flowering, leaving room for later 
herbaceous perennials. AGM. 


Height/spread 80cm x 10-50cm. 
Growing conditions Sun or shade, moist 
rich soil. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 

Origin Central Europe. 

Season of interest May. 


and tea rooms attached, here lending a fantastical Russell. The Victorian garden 
but it is the plants and atmosphere. Intensively bones have been enriched 
friendly owners that make gardened without being and extended with modern 
the journey worthwhile. fussy. Come and dream. planting and in particular a 
Open daily llam-4.45pm. Open daily 10am-4pm. new six-acre, three-terraced 
Landscove, Devon TQ13 7LY. Tresco, Isles of Scilly TR24 walled garden designed by 
Tel 01803 762273, O0QQ. Tel 01720 424108, Tom Stuart-Smith in 2000. 
hillhousenursery.com tresco.co.uk/what-to-do/ Open Wednesdays 

Abbey Garden on the abbey-garden 10am-4pm, May through 
Isles of Scilly is gorgeous Broughton Grange was September. Wykham Lane, 
at almost any time of year, once owned by the doyen of Broughton, Banbury, 
but spectacular in spring. society hostesses Lady & » Oxfordshire OX15 5DS. 
Frost rarely visits, so weird Ottoline Morrell, and visited g Tel 07791 747371, 
and wonderful plants thrive by the likes of Bertrand 5 broughtongrange.com 
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LADIES GARDENING GEAR 
Designed by (Wome - fo (eomen! 
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‘Fashioned for the Discerning Gardener! 


Explore the full collection at em gard Z belt 


gardening talent 


Rossana Porta 


Hailing from Como in Italy, Rossana’s passion for nature led to a career in horticulture. 
Among other roles she now helps top designers bring their show garden plans to life 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest garden memory Me and my friends playing as alittle chef’ in 
our garden using grass for spaghetti, rose petals and dandelion flowers 
as a sauce. Rumex leaves used to be our steak. 

First plant love Robinia pseudoacacia (false acacia) — | grew up in the 
countryside, surrounded by them. We used to collect the flowers and 
eat them, tasting the delicious nectar... it made me feel like a bee. 
Magnolia grandiflora still thrills me for being so ancient in evolutionary 
history. As a child | used to collect the seeds and make a necklace. 
Who are your horticultural heroes? Gertrude Jekyll. | love the Arts 
and Crafts principles of using a vital and sympathetic relationship 
between house and surroundings; each individual plant should be 
studied for culture, habit, foliage and colour to achieve a practical, 
beautiful and appropriate effect. 

Favourite inspirational landscape Any landscape can inspire me — 
you just need to observe nature, take its natural path and your eyes 

will be full of new inspirations. 

Three most worthwhile tips for gardeners Use all your senses when 
you are in contact with nature and in particular when creating a garden; 
always keep your tools sharp as well as your brain; share knowledge. 


Most valuable training As well as being a horticulturist, I'm also a 
qualified florist: | learnt a lot about the arrangement of flowers and 
floral design, as well as how to grow them. For the past 11 years, | have 
used my holidays to collaborate and manage projects at RHS Chelsea 
and Hampton Court Palace flower shows. I've been lucky to have 
achieved great results with some great garden designers, landscape 
companies and nurseries. Best training ever. 

Favourite planting style My own. Following basic rules of nature | get 
inspired. | love to use the garden as my canvas. | paint the garden, 
using plants to add colour, texture, forms and fragrance. 

What heartens you about our attitudes to horticulture today? 
There is a new fresh, professional approach to gardening with more 
gardeners doing their job with passion and great knowledge. 

With whom would you most like to have tea in the garden? 
Maybe ona sunny autumn day I'd like to have a nice cup of Earl Grey 
with Andy Goldsworthy. It would be an interesting afternoon. 
Favourite gardening books? Colour Scheme for the Flower Garden 
by Gertrude Jekyll and Gardeners, Gurus & Grubs by George Drower. 
Contact email rossanaporta@yahoo.com 
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claim up to £300 Cashback 
when you order a powerful, reliable 

and economic Kubota ride on mower 
between now and the 30th June 2014. 


| i the pot 
company 


We sell a wide range of pots, planters and 
window boxes for indoors and out. We stock 
over 100,000 pots at our UK warehouse and 

can deliver on a next day basis if required. 
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01892 890 353 www.thepotco.com 


urban gardener 


Cultivating 
community 


Food writer Jojo lightens her 
May melancholia with a wander 
around a thriving south London 
community farm, and samples 

the leafy delights on offer 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH 
ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


I always feel a bit of a failure in May — so much hard work preparing and 
propagating has been done, and so few crops are ready to be harvested. So it was 
good to know I’m not alone in this when, on a smallholding in south London, 

I met a gardener who finds May as tricky as I do. Sutton Community Farm is 
situated in a peri-urban hinterland a stone’s throw from suburbia. A rainbow 
spans a glowering black sky as I cycle on to the seven-acre site past a derelict blue 
bus and glasshouses filled with carnivorous plants (they share the site with a 
nursery). The farm is run as a not-for-profit company that aims to reconnect food 
and community by growing more food locally and sustainably. Idealism drives the 
project, but producing food that tastes great is of equal importance. 

“Tt’s all about eating,” said head-grower Joris Gunawardena. The selfish 
pleasures of the stomach can be a powerful agent for change. Show consumers just 
how good super-fresh ingredients can taste and you'll switch them on to the joys 
of local food faster than by lecturing them on airfreighting. The farm now 
produces veg bags for 170 local households a week, and I’m happy to see that their 
good intentions are combined with an eye for the most flavoursome varieties. 

Joris is a chef turned vegetable grower and his palate is as highly developed 
as his social conscience. As we tour the outdoor beds, he describes each variety |> 
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urban gardener 


“One of the more unusual inhabitants 

of the tunnel is the buck’s horn plantain or 
minutinga; rosettes of long, slightly hairy, 
saw-tooth leaves with a nutty flavour” 


> with enthusiasm and the culinary vocabulary of one who loves to eat. “Good 
food is good produce,” he says as we walk the windy hill-top field. 

This disused market garden was land originally set aside for men returning from 
the First World War, in an area once known for lavender production. Since 2010 it 
has been one of London’s biggest organic growing spaces, with volunteers working 
alongside a small core staff to grow a wide range of vegetables. Anyone can join the 
work on volunteer days (Wednesdays), or support them by buying a share in the 
farm for £50. We wander through the brassica beds nibbling on frilly ‘Red Russia’ 
kale, cavolo nero and ‘Redbor kale. The larger leaves are used for cooking and the 
smaller ones added to salads. 


Local volunteer force 

Currently, only half of the site is under cultivation, but starting last year a six-year 
rotation scheme was instigated that will put almost all the plot to use. Before the 
farm took over in 2010, the land was maintained but not planted and couch grass 
and bindweed are a big problem. To get around this, plants are grown through the 
weed suppressant fabric Mypex. Joris loves its utility — it cuts down on hand weeding 
but also retains moisture and heats the soil. 

“This farm is designed to be people-intensive,’ says Joris, “but there is a limit to 
how much hand-weeding people will do. Hand sowing is the key. Every plant is 
grown from seed; giving people that experience is very important.” Teaching the 
local community the skills they have lost is part of their mission. They hope to grow 
the veg bag scheme to 500 and set up another farm in the future. 

Inside the polytunnels different coloured plastic strings hang down ready for 
cucumbers and tomatoes to climb up, but right now the ground beneath is planted 
with salads — the mustards ‘Red Giant’ and ‘Golden Streaks; komatsuna, tatsoi, 

‘Red Knight’ mizuna and, one of Joris’s favourites, the hybrid pak choi Joi Chor. 
“Tt’s bigger, crunchier, more beautiful... just delightful,” says Joris, as he hands me 
a stem to munch on, and I have to agree. 

One of the more unusual inhabitants of the tunnel is the buck’s horn plantain or 
minutina (Plantago coronopus); rosettes of long, slightly hairy, saw-tooth leaves with 
a nutty flavour. It is extremely hardy and can be sown from spring onwards for a 
salad crop to see you through the winter. 

I ask Joris about tomatoes and his eyes light up. “Now youre getting into the 
good stuff” he says. “I'm more of a cherry tomato person. We grow a red cherry 
plum ‘Reseda; ‘Golden Santa’ and “Golden Crown’ Red tomatoes have a stronger, 
beefier flavour. As you get into yellow they get more acidic, but put all three together 
and you get a great combination.” 

For Joris and farm manager Sam Smith the practical, day-to-day work of the 
farm is underpinned by a desire to open people’s eyes to the true cost of food, and 
by doing so forge a new relationship between society and food. 3 


«suttoncommunityfarm.org.uk 
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Four of Sutton Farm’s 
favourite veg 


* Onion ‘Long Red Florence’ Dark red-skinned, 
torpedo-like allium that tastes sweet and can 
be eaten raw in salads or baked in the ashes of 
a fire — let the outside of the onion blacken and 
pull out the sweet, tender centre. 

« Pak choi ‘Joi Choi’ A large and handsome 
plant with big, white stems and emerald-green 
leaves. Grow it in fertile soil with lots of 
moisture. Plant alongside ‘Giant Red’ mustard 
or beetroot ‘Boltardy’ for contrast. Stir-fry Joi 
Choi’ with grated ginger, garlic and soy sauce. 

¢ Winter squash ‘Uchiki Kuri’ “This small 
orange pumpkin is unbeatable,” says Joris, 
“Eat it in risotto — it doesn't get much better.’ 

* Garlic ‘Early Purple’ is planted as a fiery first 
crop, but Joris prefers the subtler flavours of 
‘Lautrec’ ‘Iberian’ and ‘Carcassone Wight’ 


Green gooseberry and 
elderflower cordial 


It's a good idea to keep an eye out for 
elderflower blossoms towards the end of 

May so that you can use them at their best. 

| use mine to make a cordial of hard green 
gooseberries infused with the perfume of 
elderflower. The flavours combine to make a 
drink that tastes of the muscat grape, a 
favourite in sweet pudding wines. For each kilo 
of gooseberries use eight elderflower heads 
(bitter stalks removed), 750g sugar and 250ml 
of water. Dissolve the sugar and water over a 
ow heat, add the gooseberries and cook until 
he fruit starts to break up. Take off the heat. 
Place the flowers in a muslin bag and leave to 
infuse in the liquid for five minutes, then strain 
the syrup through a jelly bag before decanting 
he cordial into sterilised bottles. Store in the 


ridge. Drink over ice with fizzy water. 


Buy the tree 


you see. com 


Buy direct from the UK’s largest grower of 
containerised trees and add impact to your 
garden instantly! 


Each of our3000 trees across 200 varieties is individually 
numbered, allowing you to select the one that is right for 
your garden. See a short video of the tree and wewill 
deliver that actual tree straight to your door. 


Beth Whether you want trees for privacy screening, 
Be 
aie ‘4 spring floweror simply for sheer beauty 


let us help you transform your garden. 


Call 01353720950 
www.buythetreeyousee.com 


W G Grace & Son Ltd Aba 
Designers & Joiners of Traditional Greenhouses 


For more information on our range of products contact: 
01647 252995 or visit www.wggrace.co.uk 


Autumn 
ZO\4 


Normandy 
Dieppe to Bayeux 


Tuscany 
Lucca to Siena 


Italian Lakes 
Maggiore & Lugano 


Cannero 
Markets & Cucina 


Loire & Le Berry 
Potager & Cooking 


* Small groups 
* Charming hotels 
* Fully guided 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com * 01423 326 300 


Garden and Wild Flower Tours to France, Italy, Portugal, Morocco, 
South Africa and Namibia. 


A must-have read for passionate gardeners, 

GARDENS ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a 

Unique insight into the world’s most beautiful 
esistible plants and clever design. 
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Have GARDENS ILLUSTRATED magazine 
delivered straight to your device 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


A state of natural beauty 


Massachusetts Returns to Chelsea. Beach inspired garden 
by Susannah Hunter and Catherine MacDonald 


he Massachusetts Office of Travel and 
Tourism is delighted to announce its return 
to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show after 
successfully winning silver gilt in 2013. Last 
year’s Fresh Garden was inspired by the poetry of Emily 
Dickinson, conceived by Susannah Hunter and delicately 
planted by Catherine MacDonald. The same expert team 
will this time be exhibiting a larger Show Garden inspired 
by the breath taking Atlantic coastline of Massachusetts. 

On a recent trip to Boston, Cape Cod and the Islands, 
the natural landscape, particularly the sand dunes and 
the wildness, impressed both designers. The planting 
scheme will be reflective of the beauty of this seaside 
environment. Susannah’s signature leather appliqué 
panels will form the rear wall of the garden and depict 
a typical Massachusetts coastal scene with bold sweeps 
of roses and hydrangeas providing a theatrical backdrop 
to the garden. 

One of the major inspirations for the Massachusetts 
Garden is a series of ‘dune shacks’ peppered along the 
Cape Cod Coastline that were traditionally inhabited by 
artists, poets and writers including Henry Beston who 
wrote the seminal text on the area, The Outermost House. 
This book is now considered an American nature literary 
classic, written after Beston spent what he called “a year of 
life on the Great Beach of Cape Cod”. 

It was these dune shacks that made such an impression 
on designers Susannah and Catherine when they visited 
the region in 2013. Jackson Pollock and a host of other 


important American artists often visited the area 

when in search of some inner peace and tranquillity. 
Susannah and Catherine felt that any representation of a 
Massachusetts coastal landscape would not be complete 
without a ‘dune shack’ 

Massachusetts, in the heart of New England, is the 
perfect holiday destination to explore combining history, 
natural beauty and gardening inspiration with the 
excitement of Boston, the beach resorts of Cape Cod and 
the bucolic The Berkshires countryside. Some of the 
garden highlights include the Heritage Museums & 
Gardens in Sandwich on Cape Cod, where world-class 
Dexter rhododendrons, daylilies, hostas, hydrangeas and 
other floral varieties enliven the site’s 100 acres. Heading 
west, to Lenox in The Berkshires, novelist Edith Wharton 
created magnificent formal gardens at her mansion, 

The Mount, which are open to visitors. 

The Lyman Estate in the Greater Boston area evokes 
the grandeur of an 18th-century country estate, complete 
with historic greenhouses and landscaped gardens. And 
the Tower Hill Botanic Garden in Central Massachusetts 
is a living museum of plants featuring a hilltop garden 
paradise with panoramic views. 

Combining gardening, history and culinary interests, 
the larger complexes of Historic Deerfield, Hancock 
Shaker Village and Old Sturbridge Village, heirloom and 
cook’s gardens resurrect past strains of fruits, vegetables, 
herbs, and medicinal plants that early American 
households cultivated. 


For more information: massholiday.co.uk 
or call: 020 8460 8483 
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DiscoverAmerica.com 


Verdon Grey offers stylish, all weather furniture 
that can be used indoors or out. With years of 


experience in supplying five star, hotels, spas 
and resorts, many people enjoy our furniture 

in prestigious locations. Now you can enjoy it 
at home. 


Superior in performance, our furniture is 
designed, built and tested for regular use, all 
year round, with little or no maintenance. 
Verdon Grey provides a choice of weather 
resistant materials, designed to be mixed or 
matched, to achieve that boutique hotel 
experience at home. 

Try our sustainably sourced teak combined 
with stainless steel and UK upholstery or our 
all weather weaves with lightweight, rust 
resistant aluminium. All pieces can be left 
outdoors all year round. 


15% off 


UNTIL 31st MAY 2014 


exclusive to readers of 
Gardens Illustrated 


enter GDNI14 
in the online basket 


You can buy Verdon Grey online and at 
special venues only. We give excellent 
value and sophisticated practicality with 
our built to last, designer looks. 

Browse our website to see how you 
could enhance any location with our 
furniture. Comprehensive stocks are 
available for immediate dispatch from 
our Suffolk warehouse. 


LuLULU.verdongrey.co.uk 
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SHOW DATES 20-24 May.) < e 

BUYING TICKETS 

Advance purchase only. Tickets are et NS. 
limited = go to rhs.org.uk/Shows- EventS/RHS* 4 
Chelsea-Flower-Show/2014 to check availability: Meats 
RHS members enjoy discounts and prioritPbooking. 

Call 0845 130 46466120 to rhs.orguk/join., 
GARDENS/ALLUSTRATED AT CHELSEA 4 2 

Come and see us at the show at:Stand EA93 

on Eastern Avenue. And listen to our podcasts 
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-, + Designer profiles 


Weitalk to the designers vying for this wear'simedals — from multi-gold 
winners to the show's youngest competitars making their Chelsea debut — and take 
a look at what makes their gardens unmissable 


Lp 
Profile 
Name Luciano 


Giubbilei 
Born Siena 1971 


Training Diploma in 
Garden Design, 
Inchbald 

Chelsea History 
Two gold medals. 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI 


Luciano Giubbilei 


| came to garden design at the age of 18 through 
having my own vegetable garden and cooking for 
friends in the Tuscan countryside. The garden was a 
place of communion, where family and friends came 
together to eat and drink. | had always loved drawing 
and later, when | came to England and visited design 
schools and saw the beautifully drawn garden plans, 

| realised that was what | wanted to do. 

When | do a town garden now it will have the simplicity 
of my earlier gardens but not necessarily the formality. 
Planting has become more important to me, especially 
trees. | see them now as the most important element in 
creating a space. For Chelsea this year, the character 
and age of the amelanchiers and the way they spread 


so gracefully over the space sets the atmosphere of 
the whole garden. 

| want to put my energy now into projects where 

| can learn and be challenged. | really enjoy learning 
from plantsmen — | have been working on several 
projects with Piet Oudolf. 

I find collaborating with artists totally stimulating. 
We can look at a space together, talk about why they 
work the way they do, and | get insights that help me 
when I'm back in the studio. This year | am collaborating 
with the American sculptress Ursula von Rydingsvard. 
When | saw a book on her work | thought it was really 
wonderful — resembling rock cliffs worn by the wind, 
but made from cedar. 


Luciano Giubbilei’s 
contemplative garden 
promises to be one of 

of 2014’s highlights. 


Plot MA18 

Sponsor Laurent- 
Perrier 

Contractor Crocus 
Theme A garden that 
explores texture, 
form and light. 
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Luciano’s essential design elements 


1 Shades of green 

All-green gardens offer an opportunity to explore textures and 
shapes, and to create areas of light and shade that alter as the sun 
moves round the garden. Clipped hedges typify the formal look. 


3 Site-specific art 

Luciano often collaborates with artists at the initial stages of 
design — as with this five-piece granite installation by Stephen 
Cox — so their work forms an integral part of the composition. 


2014 Chelsea garden (above, left) 


Two mature amelanchiers embody the main themes 
of Luciano Giubbilei’s garden with their multi- 
stemmed forms and canopies of delicate leaves that 
allow dappled light to filter through. Limestone in 
different finishes creates the framework of the design, 
forming the main pathway leading to the flagstone 
seating area and delineating the two circular, well-like 
sources of water, and the channels that feed into the 
stepped water feature, inspired by a pool by Venetian 
architect Carlos Scarpa and made by Andrew Ewing. 
Viewed from Main Avenue, a rolling collection of 
loosely clipped beech spheres directs the eye down the 
garden to the first amelanchier. From here the path 
opens on to a seating area with hand-carved limestone 
seats. A section of concrete walling, faced with 


2 Outdoor living 

Lighting is an important element in many of Luciano’s designs. 
Bespoke furniture, designed to complement the architecture of 
the house, creates the perfect space for evening entertaining. 


4 Sculptural trees 

Luciano looks for trees that have architectural qualities, such as 
these mature olives, as they cast interesting shadows and allow 
light to filter through them at different times of the day. 


patinated metal panels, creates a striking feature in 
the yew boundary hedge and provides a surface for 
shadow play from the tree. At the end of the garden, a 
second amelanchier, set in a rectangle of compacted 
earth with gravel, creates a counterpoint to the layered, 
cedar sculpture by Ursula von Rydingsvard, which is 
offset by a backdrop of pale concrete walling. The 
herbaceous planting, in two rectangular beds on 
opposite corners of the garden, is composed of a 
mixture of delicate forms from grasses, euphorbias, 
fennel and Orlaya grandiflora, alongside species with 
architectural leaves. The colour scheme is a restful 
blend of yellow, cream and white with accents of blue, 
and lime green from foliage. 

Contact 020 7622 2616, lucianogiubbilei.com 


Profile 


Name Cleve West 
Born Hampton Court, 
Middlesex, 1958 
Training Short course 
in Garden Design 

by John Brookes 
Chelsea History 

Four gold medals 
including Best in Show 
in 2011 and 2012. 


36 


Cleve West 


| became interested in gardens and gardening 
through visiting an aunt who had a big, formal garden 

in Chiswick. When she died she left me some money so 
| enrolled on a five-week John Brookes course on design 
at Kew. John has been a big influence. 

Early on I was very drawn to the exotic and to the 
work of Roberto Burle Marx. When | made my first 
Hampton Court show gardens with sculptor Johnny 
Woodford, we were part of a band of people who were 
trying something a bit different from the traditional 
English garden. But the older you get, the more you 
realise how important garden history is, and | think my 
work at Chelsea now reflects this. | still like to do 
something a bit different, but it's now more considered. 


Cleve’s essential design elements 


1 Stone features 

Cleve uses stone to create texture and sculptural elements, as 
in his 2012 Chelsea Best in Show garden where the low walls 
and the well-head sculpture counterbalance the yew topiary. 


When | start a design I’m interested in the context 
and the architecture of the surrounding landscape. 
But I'm also interested in the client. | think the best 
ones are those who really engage in the garden, who 
want to get involved themselves. 

| like formality but in small doses. | enjoy 

the perennial movement. When you contrast 
natural-looking planting with formality you can get 
some lovely energies going. There's so much to learn 
with perennials and matrix-type planting. 

Every so often | get the chance to make 
something for a garden I'm designing, like the wall 
relief for this year's Chelsea. It’s exciting but not as 


easy as it looks. 


1-4DEREKS 


2 Contrast of hard and soft 

Modern materials, such as concrete panels with rebar detailing, 
combine with soft planting in this 2006 Chelsea garden for SAGA. 
Purple accents in the planting tone with the colour of the panels. 


2014 Chelsea garden (above) 


Cleve West envisages this tranquil space as part of a 
larger garden. You enter it through a shady, yew archway 
flanked by two lead urns, planted with standard grape 
vines, and on to a gravel terrace that reflects the light and 
draws you into the open garden. Pale Bath limestone 
steps then lead down to a sunken flintstone terrace that 
borrows the octagonal motif from Islamic designs. Here 
Cleve has designed a limestone, octagonal fountain —a 
modern take on the traditional Islamic paradise-garden 
fountain — with a raised pool and central obelisk that’s 
decorated with knapped flint and capped with a stone 
sphere. Four rills quarter the terrace, carrying the water 
around the perimeter of the octagon. The limestone 
walls that frame the four raised beds create unusual 


3 Rich flower palette 

Cleve's planting has a painterly quality, as seen in his jewel-like 
2011 Best in Show garden where he combines acid green and 
yellow umbellifers with splashes of garnet. 


seating around this elegant centrepiece while a 
limestone relief, consisting of five panels, is set into the 
boundary yew hedge, creating a secondary focal point. 
Its engraving, designed and executed by Cleve himself, 
depicts the spreading roots of a tree, a metaphor for 
how the roots of today’s enclosed gardens can be found 
in ancient paradise gardens, and is revealed gradually by 
the movement of the sun. Four Zelkova serrata trees at 
the centre of the raised beds continue the symmetry 
and are softly underplanted with perennials, grasses and 
bulbs, including Acanthus, Melica, Centranthus and 
Bupleurum. Limestone steps lead up to an open gravel 
garden edged with limestone and informally planted. 
Contact 020 8977 3522, clevewest.com 


4 Big and bold 

Cleve uses large-scale sculptures to bring energy to evena 
small plot. This sphere, by Serge Bottagisio and Agnes Decoux, 
formed a centrepiece in his 2008 Chelsea garden for BUPA. 


Plot MA15 

Sponsor M&G 
Investments 
Contractor Swatton 
Landscape 

Theme A formal 
garden with a central 
octagonal sunken 
terrace that draws on 
the concept of the 
ancient paradise 
garden for inspiration. 


Profile 


Names Paul 
Gazerwitz (left) and 
Tommaso del Buono 
Born Paul: New York, 
1964; Tommaso: 
Florence, 1963 
Training Both are 
Chartered Members of 
the Landscape 
Institute and Members 
of the Society of 
Garden Designers 
Chelsea History 
Asilver-gilt medal 

in 2008, this is 

their second 

Chelsea garden. 
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Del Buono Gazerwitz 


Tommaso 

In the early years we used to work together on the 
same project more than we do now — our workload has 
grown so much [they first worked together at Arabella 
Lennox-Boyd's practice in the 1990s, before setting up 
their own studio in 2000]. In terms of the conception of 
a design we always ask for each other's opinion. 

We work together because our sensibility is similar. 
We very often have a very similar reaction to the same 
site. We both like our gardens to have a fairly strong 
structure and a good evergreen framework on which to 
hang the softer and more colourful planting. 

We’re both keen plantsmen. | like to think there's no 
such thing as a bad plant. In the right condition and the 


right place, every plant is beautiful. | don’t like heather 

in gardens, but it’s beautiful on the Yorkshire moors. 

We like playing with proportions. We often place large 
objects in small spaces to add dynamics to a design. 


Paul 

We both love roses — roses in an English garden 

are essential. We particularly love wild roses in long 
grass and shrub roses in borders. 

We're both frustrated architects. We love furniture 
and anything to do with design. 

With the Chelsea garden it is very mucha 
collaboration, although [this year] Tommaso had the 
initial idea of an Italian-inspired garden. 


Del Buono Gazerwitz’s essential design elements 


1 Clean lines 

A geometric framework underpins their designs. Here the 
rectangular lawn creates a calming green expanse between the 
house and the metal-edged canal at the end of the garden. 


2 Country garden look 

A love of soft, romantic planting brings a relaxed English country 
garden atmosphere to many of their urban designs, as seen in 
the seating area of this London garden. 
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4014 Un a ren (lei) 


This tightly controlled design on three levels borrows 
a number of elements — clipped shapes, roof-trained 
trees, travertine and verde alpi marble, and the 
soothing sound of falling water — from historical 
Italian gardens. A travertine-edged gravel terrace leads 
down a step along a travertine path, through mixed 
planting, mainly in shades of vivid blues and lime 
green, from bearded irises, euphorbias, geraniums, 
fennel, anchusa, borage and hyssop, to a rectangular 
lawn. This is anchored by cushions of clipped box, 
which are repeated in the adjoining beds. The path 
frames the lawn, and leads on to a small terrace where, 
inset in the bay boundary hedge, an elegant travertine 
bench projects from a section of wall, continuing the 
clean lines of the travertine paving. The bench creates 
a focal point in the middle of the hedge and also 
provides a restful view across the sunken heart of the 
garden. From here two steps lead up to a shady 
cloister, created by two lines of Tilia x europaea 


Plot MA17 ‘Pallida’ that echo the single line of the same trees at 
Sponsor The the front of the garden. At the back a contemporary 
Telegraph water feature — a wide cascade of falling water in front 
Contractor Crocus of a grey-green marble wall that’s punctuated with fins 
Theme A modern of travertine — creates a strong backdrop to the whole 
garden inspired by the design. Large pale-coloured terracotta pots, handmade 
Italian tradition, with in Tuscany, and elegant, white Bertoia wire chairs on 
planting suitable for both terraces continue the classic Italian theme. 
southern UK gardens. Contact 020 7613 1122, delbuono-gazerwitz.co.uk 


3 Bespoke elements 4 Polished stone 
Elements such as containers and gates, as with this handcrafted Akey material is polished stone. Here, the travertine used for the 
cleft wood gate for the Daylesford Organic garden at Chelsea terrace is repeated as sculptural cladding and a free-standing 


2008, are often specially designed to create a harmonious look. bench, which is offset by clipped cubes, on both of the side walls. 


Profile 


Names Andrew 
Wilson (left) and 
Gavin McWilliam 

Born Andrew: 

St Helens, 1959; 

Gavin: Coventry, 1975 
Training Andrew: 
Diploma in Landscape 
Architecture and 
Fellow of the Society of 
Garden Designers; 
Gavin: Chartered 
Member of the 
Landscape Institute 
and member of BALI 
Chelsea History 
This is their second 
Chelsea garden 
together. Last year 
they won silver gilt for 
their Fresh Garden. 
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Wilson McWilliam Studio 


Andrew 

The Danish horticulturist and landscape architect 
Preben Jakobsen has been a big influence. He produced 
really elegant interactive spaces — never completely 
enclosed but with views through to other spaces. 
Asense of place is important to our way of working. 
Many of our schemes latch on to the fact that a garden 
is part of the local environment, not just an island. 
Stronger colour schemes have been in vogue in the 
past few years and it’s been great playing with colour. My 
planting palette used to be made up from predominantly 
woody and shrubby species. Now it’s probably 90 per 
cent perennials and grasses. People have really embraced 
the colour and dynamics of perennial plantings. 


Gavin 

| worked in fine arts before | became a garden 
designer and my inspiration comes from everything 
around me — from music, art, architecture and 
sculpture. People who transcend these boundaries, 
such as designer Thomas Heatherwick and landscape 
architect Kathryn Gustafson, have been influences. 
Even though we use contemporary materials, |'d 
describe our design as classical. We are both interested 
in how light animates the space, how it interacts with 
plants by casting shadows or how it filters through them. 
For Chelsea we have created an effect reminiscent of 
artist James Turrell's work by making apertures in the 
oak sections that project light into the garden. 


Wilson McWilliam Studio’s essential design elements 


1 Planting in drifts 

Hedges of Prunus lusitanica are a repeated element in this 
country garden, framing cascading drifts of plants, including 
the dark pink Lychnis coronaria Atrosanguinea Group. 


2 Grasses and perennials 

Arich palette of grasses and perennials is often used to soften 
the hard landscaping of contemporary gardens. In this garden 
the naturalistic effect continues around the pond. 
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2014 Chelsea garden (above) 


The simple geometric layout of this design — two 
rectangles, separated by a straight rill — creates a 
garden that offers a series of views through and across 
to the soaring slices of oak that form a striking back 
boundary. The 4.5m-high oak slices, held in a metal 
frame, project into the planting in two sections and 
the gap between each section allows shafts of light to 
filter across the back of the garden. Elements in the 
garden are inspired by the sponsor’s signature wines. 
The charred inner edges of the oak sections, plus the 
two adjoining charred-oak panels, which are inset 
with a stainless steel water feature, suggest the aroma 
of Pinot Noir. The entrance to the garden is framed by 
a multi-stem hazel, the garden’s signature tree. Two 


3 Creating backdrops 

Sections of white, rendered walls are used as a backdrop for 
the planting and a surface for shadow play from the grasses 
and architectural flower heads in the border. 


steps lead down to a generous terrace of Purbeck 
limestone slabs, bordered on one side by a raised bed 
edged with the same material and by the stone-edged 
rill on the other. Here seating gives views across the 
main planting. At the front, an ornamental meadow 
bleeds into a swirl of perennial planting in intense 
shades of blackcurrant and raspberry from irises, 
roses, verbascums and salvias. This vibrant colour 
scheme is continued in the raised bed on the far side 
of the terrace. A strip of loosely clipped box creates 
an informal division between the perennial planting 
and the more naturalistic woodland edge scheme 

of fresh greens and whites towards the back. 
Contact 020 3002 6601, wmstudio.co.uk 


4 Sense of place 


This woodland-style planting, using ferns, Japanese anemones 


and Hakonechloa macra, creates a gradual transition between 
the front of the house the surrounding grassy areas. 


Plot MA3 

Sponsor Cloudy Bay 
Contractor Outdoor 
Room 

Theme A richly 
planted garden of 
textures and light that 
suggests the flavours 
and aromas of New 
Zealand wines. 


The Inchbald School of Garden Design 


“1 didn’t even have 
time for a holiday after 
the course. | had 
commissions lined up.” 


Stephane Lustig www.lustigoutdoordesign.co.uk 
Recently qualified garden design graduate 
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The Inchbald School of Garden Design enabled me 

to turn my life around. | was cabin crew for 13 years 
before | finally took a leap of faith and signed up for the 
diploma. Now I’m a busy garden designer. | couldn’t 


have even imagined a better outcome than this. 


The Diploma in Garden Design course provides a thorough 
training in garden design, enabling students to enter garden 
design at a professional level. It is an intensive year-long 
course, requiring commitment from you, but as such enables 
you to achieve high standards in a relatively short time. 


You will be introduced to the design method through mainly 
residential garden projects that increase in complexity as the 
course progresses. You will receive tutoring by professional 
designers in studio, and this is supported by lectures 
covering aesthetic and practical issues by renowned garden 
design professionals. 


The Inchbald School of Design gives careers advice, and 
students in the garden design school have been developing 
successful garden design careers for over 30 years. 


A two day a week vocational diploma course offers students 
simple paving to advanced step design, they will study the 
various skills needed to confidently design walls, fences, 
structures and water features together with lighting and 
irrigation. Students will also acquire the knowledge necessary 
to produce construction drawings. 


Students are taken through the principles and practices of 
good business and also have the opportunity to set up as 
Sole Traders, with guidance, whilst on the course. 


Dynamic and inspirational, these three-month part-time 
courses will guide you through the design process so that you 
can create your own garden or living space. With ongoing 
support and advice from a practising professional and backed 
by the expertly produced course materials, you will develop 
your design ideas to produce a scheme that meets your 
needs on a functional and aesthetic level. 


Each course is made up of an online induction and 12 
sessions. You study just one session a week. The course 
takes about four hours a week, but don’t be surprised if you 
become so engrossed in design that you end up spending 
more time than this. 
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Matthew Childs 

Plot MA19 

Sponsor Brewin Dolphin 
Contractor Bowles & Wyer 

Theme A tranquil modern garden. 


First-time Chelsea designer Matthew Childs’ strongly geometric garden has 
two main viewpoints through vast arches in patinated copper: one to a metal 
panel that suggests rippling water; the other to the cedar pillars of an open 
pergola, which ends in a curtain of water droplets that gently fall into a dark 
rill. It is a garden of contrasting textures of hard landscaping — the dark basalt 
path and kerbstones, the timber of the terrace and the bench seating, the 
metal of the rill surrounds and the artwork panel — and planting, which 
includes the maple-like leaves of pleached Liquidambar styraciflua 
‘Worplesdon; the peeling stems of Acer griseum and Betula nigra and the 
shaggy foliage of Cryptomeria japonica ‘Globosa Nana. 

Contact 07748 643248, matthewchildsdesign.co.uk 


Adam Frost 

Plot MA20 

Sponsor Homebase 

Contractor Outdoor Room 

Theme Family garden inspired by his father’s passion 
for stone, water, wildlife and the countryside. 


Adam Frost draws on the English landscape and uses elements from a 
traditional English flower garden to create a contemplative garden with two 
different journeys to the open-sided limestone arbour at its far end. The first 
is a gentle, measured path made of Purbeck stone, while the other is a more 
adventurous route that requires you to step across limestone boulders. Water 
flows down the garden, via a copper-lined rill, from the upper to the lower, 
irregularly shaped pools, and timber seating on both sides of the garden 
provides views across the pools. A green roof on the arbour is planted with 
species reminiscent of moorland, and flowering plants, predominantly in 
shades of yellow, blue and white, evoke a traditional English garden in spring. 
Contact 01780 753404, adamfrost.co.uk 


Charlotte Rowe 

Plot MA21 

Sponsor ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, Bechtel, Coutts 

Contractor Outdoor Options 

Theme Aconceptual design to commemorate the 
centenary of the First World War. 


Inspiration for Charlotte Rowe’s first Chelsea show garden comes from the war 
paintings of among others Paul Nash. It’s a thoughtfully executed fusion of 
three dominant elements against a backdrop of a grey wall. Portland stone 
paving overlooks a dark circular pool, built to suggest a mine crater, which is 
surrounded by plants that thrive in damp conditions. The central area is a 
platform of limestone setts where native and ornamental plantings intermingle, 
and alludes to the private gardens of homes destroyed in the war. Beyond this 

is a circular landform, with a winding pathway to echo the chalk downlands of 
the Somme. This area is planted with species that grow in open woodland, such 
as white wood sanicle and purple Geranium phaeum var. phaeum ‘Samobor. 
Contact 020 7602 0660, charlotterowe.com 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 
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Catherine MacDonald 

and Susannah Hunter 

Plot RHW4 

Sponsor Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism 

Contractor Landform Consultants 

Theme A garden inspired by the sand dunes and sand 
plains of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 


The pair’s second Chelsea collaboration reflects Cape Cod’s coastal landscape 
with a cabin, made from mixed timbers, that hovers on stilts above sand 

and a crushed-shell path that winds through dense, meadow-style plantings 

of blue Lupinus perennis, yellow Baptisia tinctoria and pink Rosa rugosa “Rubra. 
A weathered fence marks the start of the other planting area where Pinus rigida 
saplings show the regeneration of an area where ancient forests were felled for 
building works, while Susannah’s leather appliqué boundary, decorated with 
hydrangeas and rugosa roses, references the area’s cultivated gardens. 
Contacts 01276 856 145, landformconsultants.co.uk, cmddesign.co.uk; 

020 7692 3798, susannahhunter.com 


Hugo Bugg 


Plot MA13 
Sponsor Royal Bank of Canada 
Contractor Himalayan Landscaping and 


Landscape Associates 
Theme A geometric and multi-layered approach 
to managing storm water. 


Hugo’s exciting design has some stylish ideas gardeners can borrow to solve 
waterlogging issues. Two Corten steel walkways, artistically perforated to 
allow water to filter through, offer zigzag routes 80cm above the sunken rain 
garden and filtration beds. The central cantilevered seating platform is made 
from an innovative concrete that looks like cracked earth, while the raised 
beds, which allow a range of ornamental planting not submerged in water, 
are edged with pre-cast concrete. Irises add bursts of blue to the filtration and 
rain garden areas, while the light woodland planting of the raised beds 
provides shades of blue, lime green, maroon, yellow and white. 

Contact 07775 870702, hugobugg.com 


Harry and David Rich 

Plot RHW1 

Sponsor Bord na Ména 

Contractor Rich Landscapes 

Theme Acelebration of the night sky and star 
gazing in the garden. 


In this strongly structured design, Chelsea’s youngest Show Garden designers 
have added steel and glass to their favoured combination of natural stone, 
timber and naturalistic planting. A star-shaped cobblestone path cuts through a 
series of curving stone walls, which trace the shape of constellations. Two steel- 
edged reflective pools suggest black holes, while boulders are used to mirror 
fallen meteors and brass discs, cut into the powder-coated steel boundary wall, 
glow like constellations in a night sky. A grassy bowl and the roof of the nearby 
oak and glass pavilion provide different spots for star gazing. Native birch trees 
are chosen for their pale trunks and the naturalistic planting introduces a 
swirling pattern of blues, whites, purples and oranges to echo the Milky Way. 
Contact 01874 712249, richlandscapes.net 


Advertisement feature 


PASS ON YOUR LOVE 
OF GARDENING, 
WITH A LEGACY | 
JTO THE RHS a) 


Do you remember when you fell in love with gardening? Perhaps it 
was helping your parents to weed, growing cress at school, or when 
you first had a garden of your own? As we all know, once you’ve 
caught the gardening bug, there’s no going back...You probably pass 
on that love by sharing tips and plant cuttings with others — but have 
you considered leaving a legacy to the Royal Horticultural Society? 


s the world’s leading gardening 
charity, the RHS exists to 
enrich and inspire people of all 
ages through gardening. Our 
four gardens (Wisley in Surrey, Harlow 
Carr in North Yorkshire, Hyde Hall in 
Essex and Rosemoor in Devon) provide 
tranquil havens for gardeners and 
garden lovers throughout the seasons. 
They also demonstrate the highest 
levels of horticulture with diverse plant 
collections and inspirational planting. 


The RHS has given mea 
lifetime of inspiration, tranquillity, 
horticultural skills and knowledge. 
I would like to help future 
generations of gardeners to share 
my passion. 

Mrs Anne Clifford, RHS member and legacy pledger 


We believe that people who garden 
live happier, healthier lives. We want to 
encourage gardeners of every age and 
ability to get growing and create an 
abundance of colour and scent from the 
bare soil. Your legacy could help us to 
awaken a passion for gardening among 
thousands of school children every year. 
The RHS Campaign for School Gardening 
has reached the majority of primary 
schools in the UK and four and a half 
million children. We want every child in 
the UK to experience the joy of growing 
vegetables to eat and flowers to enjoy. 

We depend on the support of 
gardeners and garden lovers like you. 
By leaving a legacy to the RHS, you can 
pass on your love of gardening, helping 
us to safeguard the future of gardening 
for generations to come. 


To speak to someone about leaving 
a legacy to the RHS, or attending 
an RHS legacy information event 
to find out more, please contact 
our legacy team: 


Tel: 020 7821 3125 
Visit: www.rhs.org.uk/legacies 


Royal 
Horticultural 
Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 
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A number of designs feature 
naturalistic planting. 


ptol ridhia fapobied 
lobosa ‘Nahal a 


Ideas from the RHS show often influence what happens later in the 
nation’s gardens, so Annie Gatti explores the latest directions from 
designers and plantsmen to see what we can look forward to 


his year, the old guard of veteran Chelsea Flower Show 
exhibitors is being challenged by a wave of young and 
first-time Chelsea designers. 

Perhaps best known is Alan Titchmarsh who, although an 
established gardener and presenter, has never designed a Chelsea 
garden before. His garden From the Moors to the Sea —a celebration 
of RHS Britain in Bloom is packed with plants and the design has no 
paving. It is in two sections, moving from naturalistic moorland 
grasses and ferns to architectural coastal species. The garden is not 
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being judged, however. The other newcomers most certainly are, and 
it will be fascinating to see if their boldness of vision will be executed 
with enough attention to detail to win them top medals. 

So far, growing conditions have been kind, says Peter Clay of the 
nursery Crocus: “Everything will be looking more lush than last year 
and plants will be producing masses of flowers. Designers will be 
relieved that their trees and hedges should be nicely in leaf” For 
boundary hedges, the classically inspired designs are using clipped yew 
and bay, but hawthorn, lime, pleached liquidambar and hornbeam 


IRINA FISCHER / ALAMY, GAP PHOTOS / RICHARD BLOOM, DESIGN KEITH 


WARDEN PHOTOGRAPHY / ALAMY 
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Chelsea Flower Show trends 


Pleached hornbeams anc 


re i ToT 
ure in formal designs. — 


ring the changes. The structural appeal of 
multi-stems is still going strong — look out for 
hazels, hornbeam, amelanchier and birch — as 
is the use of native trees. Different kinds of 
pine have been selected by designers of the 
Massachusetts Garden, The Extending Space, 
and The Viking River Cruises Norse Garden. 

Planting styles are predominantly 
naturalistic, with many of the designs featuring umbellifers that 
include Orlaya grandiflora, Ammi majus, Cenolophium denudatum, 
Selinum wallichianum and, more unusually, wild fennel Ferrula 
communis. Crisp, clipped forms shaped from box are used to create 
structure but several designers have chosen a softer look, provided by 
species that include beech and Cryptomeria japonica ‘Globosa Nana. 
Most of the gardens at Chelsea, even those inspired by the flora of 
other European countries including Italy or Switzerland, use species 
and varieties that suit UK growing conditions. 


Planting styles are 
predominantly naturalistic, 
with many of the designs 
featuring umbellifers that 
include Orlaya grandiflora 


n iiged, unusually, 


sleached formas a screen. 


AE eg a aN yi 
Designer John Warland’s 
World Vision garden. 


It’s in the show’s Fresh Gardens, which 
encourage innovation, that we'll see the most 
adventurous planting. Sophie Walker’s Cave 
Pavilion, a giant perspex cube with a viewing 
window into an artificially lit jungle of plants, 
— chosen mainly for their exciting leaf 
textures, colours and shapes — features plants 
collected by plant hunters Bleddyn and Sue 
Wynn-Jones of Craig Farm Plants and chosen for their hardiness. 
Apparently, it is also the first fully traceable garden in the history of 
the RHS, as every plant has an individual seed collection number. 

The plants in John Warland’s conceptual design for World Vision 

(to suggest the theme of the sponsor’s aid-package airdrops, it’s sited 
under a parachute that’s caught in a tree) are an exuberant mixture of 
tropical species shown growing upside down inside a wooden crate. 

Metals are used in several designs, for large features or for smaller 
detailing. An example of the former is in the patinated copper > 
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Chelsea Flower Show trends 


Not to miss 


The Khora Architectural 
Dome, a rotunda-shaped 
steel and glass garden 
room, with hardwood 
doors and windows, 
inspired by the Palm 
House at Kew and 


; ! . designed by Louis 
The fabulous foliagetof Rubus lineatus 4 Calmels. Check out 
features in Sophie Walker's garden. . 
¢ i 
uy a 


sculpture by Nathalie Hambro, steel bench by Gareth 
Devonald Smith and heron weather vane in copper by 
Karen Green. Khora Architectural Domes, RHW2. 


A host of amazing foliage plants collected and grown 
by Craig Farm Plants including the reddish-stemmed 
Rubus lineatus with pleated leaflets, and a 
potential new species Uocodendron 


whartonii, in the proposed new 
genus Uocodendron. 
Cave Pavilion, FR20. 


Peter Brooke-Ball’s goblet-shaped 
black limestone sculpture holds 
a pool of molten metal that catches the 
light as it spills over the lip. The Brewin 
Dolphin Garden, MA19. 


[> archways of The Brewin Dolphin Garden and the sheet-copper 
cladding on the cedar wall shingles in the WellChild Garden. Smaller 
detailing is seen in copper-lined rills in the Homebase Garden and the 
Corten steel edging on the terraces of the stylised water garden for the 
neo-natal charity First Touch. 

In the Welcome to Yorkshire garden, reclaimed wheel rims create an 


The stainless steel slatted bench made by Toby 
Clayton with scroll ends that swirl like giant tendrils 
into the planting in 

Jo Thompson's London 
Square garden, FR7. 


unusual back wall. Last year, handbag designer Susannah Hunter Sarah Walton's 
introduced the idea of using appliqué leather for screens and walls; this sculptural birdbaths in 
year Chris Deakin and Jason Lock bring the outdoor room up to date cast iron or stoneware on 
with their design for House of Fraser that offers us external wallpaper solid oak bases. MR27. 


and parquet-look flooring created by a resin wrapping technique that 
has only been used commercially so far. The look is completed with 


Zantedeschias in shades 
of tangerine, red, black and pink grown by new exhibitor 


standard lamps that are externally rated and weatherproof wall hangings Brighter Blooms, GPD21 
and interior furniture. Designer Helen Elks-Smith has used fabric — a 
semi-transparent voile imprinted with ghostly moths by Tori McLean — The portrait of Nelson Mandela picked 


out in dried protea flower heads on 
the gabion wall of the Kirstenbosch 
exhibit, which includes a 
contemporary fynbos garden. 
South African National Biodiversity 
Institute, Kirstenbosch, GPB18. 


with which to wrap the trees in her Fresh Garden for the City of London. 
These represent the cocoons of the moth that’s now threatening oaks. 

Green walls and edibles are less in evidence in the show gardens this 
year but are well represented in the Great Pavilion. Echoing the First 
World War theme of several of the outdoor exhibits, the Pennard Plants 
stand features two back-to-back gardens, one planted with heritage 
varieties, the other with wildflowers, including wild poppies. Papaver 
orientale ‘Brilliant is an eye-catcher in Birmingham City Council’s 
commemorative display, which is towered over by a four-metre-high, 
rusted-metal water feature in the shape of poppies — and also includes a 
floral, narrow-gauge railway and train. Hillier Nurseries is celebrating its 
150th anniversary with a series of plantings that hark back to its 
previous award-winning Chelsea displays. This includes rhododendrons 
and azaleas, a green and white garden and a valley covered in Japanese 
maples. Another gold medal winner, no doubt. 3 


An elegantly crafted bar stool 
made from steam-bent oak, with 
curved back rest and contoured 
seat, and available in two heights, is 
the latest addition to Gaze Burvill's 
modular outdoor kitchen. 

ALa Carte Bar Stool, 

Gaze Burvill, MA9. 


DESIGN PICS INC. 7 ALAMY, HOWARD RICE / GAP PHOTOS, LOCATION NCCPG NATIONAL COLLECTION. BARRY CLARKE. 


48 


Why 


ynannn 
Libans 


nk 


nanan’ 
Wanhane 
ane 
one 
Rh 


my 
4 ‘ 
\ 


anean 
anene 
annnnny 


ae: - . zs *E; ( wv ——_ 

See er: : | 

oH “Ee ‘ — — ———e 

= 
| | » a te 
\ Ne — ae = ee 
a ——— | <a: meee — 
ae WWW.ENCOMPASSCO.COM 


SALES@ENCOMPASSCO.COM 


TEL; 023 92 410045 
BEX Table - FSC oak hand-made in: West Sussex 


Shell chair’. ese 


[TTALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2014: 30 Apr, 14 May, 18 Jun, 2 Jul, 3 Sept 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa & 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 

2014: 1 June, 11 July, 21 Sept 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 

Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 

2014: 13 May, 3 June, 1 July, 16 Sept 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2014: 15 May, 5 June, 18 Sept 


VENETO AND LAKE GARDA 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Padua, 
Villa Pisani and Verona 

2014: 18 May, 4 June, 16 Sept 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 


1 Geum ‘Totally Tangerine’ 
Hardy’s Garden Plants 

Chelsea stand GPD12 

This is one of our top-selling perennials 

to both gardeners and designers. Growing 
happily in most soils in a sunny position, its 
lovely soft tangerine-orange flowers appear 
from April to November. A good robust 
grower. H 90cm. S$ 50cm. 


4 Phlox divaricata subsp. 
laphamii ‘Chattahoochee’ 

Harveys Garden Plants 

Chelsea stand GPE11 

North American woodlander that likes neutral 
to acid, damp, semi-shade areas. The dark- 
green leaves are almost evergreen, while the 
scented, clear-blue flowers have crimson centres. 
Loved by butterflies. H 15cm. S 50cm. AGM. 


2 Gladiolus communis 

subsp. byzantinus 

Avon Bulbs Chelsea stand GPE13 

A regular Chelsea favourite, this flowers in late 
April through May with closely packed large 
magenta flowers, the bottom ‘lip’ marked 

with white flashes. H 60cm. AGM. (Beware 

— the poor relation G. italicus is sometimes 
incorrectly sold as the Byzantine gladiolus.) 


5 Paeonia “The Mackinac Grand’ 
Binny Plants Chelsea stand GPH3 

Chosen as the American Peony Society Peony 
of the Year 2014, “The Mackinac Grand’ is 

a semi double hybrid with a central boss 

of golden stamens. The colour is a vibrant 
red with layers of ruffled petals. A fragrant, 
vigorous grower with strong stems and good 
foliage. A showstopper. H 90cm. S 80cm. 


3 Potentilla ‘Flamenco’ 

Barnsdale Gardens 

Chelsea stand GPD7 

The saucer-shaped, dark velvet-crimson 
flowers are produced in a non-stop display 
all summer. This hardy, very reliable flowerer 
is a real show-stopper in a full border, which 
is quite an achievement for a plant that only 
gets to H 60-90cm. S 60cm. 


6 Digitalis purpurea ‘Sugar Plun’ 
The Botanic Nursery 

Chelsea stand GPG1 

Digitalis ‘Sugar Plum is a relatively new 
cultivar with pinky-purple flowers and 
maroon spotty middles that are similar to the 
popular D. ‘Pam’s Choice’. Plant it with other 
perennials in the border, or great in pots and 
planters. Happily self-seeds. H 1m. 


+ Please note that the appearance of these plants is dependent on weather conditions leading up to the show. 
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GARDEN WORLD IMAGES 


CLEVITT 


WILLIAM 


GAP PHOTOS, 6 


MARTIN HUGHES-JONES / ALAMY, 4 FHF GREENMEDIA 


GAP PHOTOS, 3 


1 JASON INGRAM, 2ELKE BORKOWSKI 


Chelsea Flower Show pianis 


Rosa Olivia Rose Austin 
(=‘Aussiixture ) 
David Austin Roses Chelsea stand GPB6 
Originating from a new line of breeding, this is 

| possibly the best rose we have introduced to da 
The soft pink, shallowly cupped, old rose-style 7 N ' 
rosettes have a strong fragrance with distinct frui 

oS Ibforms a vigorous, exceptionally heali 

shrub, whichis cloaked in blooms fight to the 

stound. Height (H) 90cm. Spréad (S) Zecm. 


<—— 


Plant highlights P 


You'll find amazing displays of plants from the country’s top hulrsery Men Sas a 
on show in the pavilion at Chelsea. We asked a selection of nurseries to piGk\ a 
a favourite plant they'll be displaying that is particularly noteworthy 


COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


boas 


CHILSTONE 
of Tunbridge Wells 
See us at Chelsea on Guruve Stand SR46 


Architectural Stone & Garden Ornaments 


REDWOOD The Stoneworks, West Horrington, 
Victoria Park, Fordcombe Rd, Langton Green TN3 ORD STONE Sian nee oes 


01892 740866 www.chilstone.com 


S 355 J ve, 


—FOLLY & GARDEN —— TRIAS Clidkeen Hbowerr Show — Stand IW 73. 


Chelsea Flower Show xi: 


for a visit to the Chelsea Flower Show 
COMPILED BY SUE WINGROVE 
Straight-leg jeans, 


£95, 0844 557 5200, 
toast.co.uk 


» Leica D-Lux 6 camera, from £600, 
020 7629 1351, leica-storemayfair.co.uk 


Japanese spot moloko top, 
£37.50, 020 7735 8133, whitestuff.com 


+ GHELSEA 


.. 

FLOWE NE v 

LU VY L | 1 

Women’s Ray-Ban = 
sunglasses, £170, 
0845 604 9049, 
johnlewis.com a : S. 
SS 
‘ = MAY 25 ‘26 27 ‘Chelsea Flower Show’ 
1938 poster, £14.95, 
020 7565 7295, 
ltmuseumshop.co.uk 


RedDog bag e 
organiser, £24.95, fr 
Women’s classic 0845 6049049, 
rain cape, £140, johnlewis.com 
01328 820699, 
carriercompany.co.uk 


Thermo flask, 
£A0, evasolo.com 


» Women’s Reflector Geek shoe, 
£165, 020 7018 0872, 
traceyneuls.com 

And for the gentleman, see overleaf > 


53 


Chelsea Flower Show xi: 


for the Chelsea Flower Show 


Umbrella shooting stick, £75, 
020 8123 8042, walkingsticksonline.co.uk 


Thermos vintage food 
flask, £20, 0845 604 9049, 
johnlewis.com 


Multi satchel, £170, 


020 7033 7843, allycapellino.co.uk Men's Herve shoe, 


£225, 020 7018 0872, 
traceyneuls.com 


Bright Red Shiny 
Goat iPad sleeve, 
£195, 01761 234273, 
mulberry.com 


Hip flask by Gentlemen’s Hardware, 
£24.95, 0845 270 2677, 
bloomsburystore.com 


600n1I water bottle, / 


£7.99, glogg.co.uk f A 
Te 
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BY APPOINTMENT 
PRINCE OF WALES 
SUPPLIER OF 
TERRACOTTA POTS 


So 2 ae a ee oo 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england j POTS « ND PITHOL 


ESTABLISHED 1985 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF CRETAN TERRACOTTA POTS 


¥ 


RYT 
as 


Rural Workwear & Accessories. 
Handmade in Norfolk, England. 


Www. Carriercompany.co.uk 
+44 (0)1328 820699 
» UK 


For a brochure and a price list FULL COLLECTION: 


www.potsandpithoi.com 


please contact: 
Adams Arts & Antiques Limited EROS Ee ENO 
01342 714793 


j Tel/Fax: 01892 »o77TT info@potsandpithoi.com 
Email: info@adamsartsantiques.com Viste iheleame act suecn 
Website: www.adamsartsantiques.com Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH104QQ “SS 
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Name Kiftsgate Court Gardens: 
Points of interest Arts and Crafts 
garden made by three generations of 
-womensHérbaceous borders, steep dry 
banks, unusual plantings, sunken white 
garden, contemporary water garden. 
. Where North Cotswolds, near Hidcote. 
“9 Size Four acres.. 
Climate At'180m above sea level 
it can be cold, but’ below the scarp 
slope it stays’ relatively warm and 
frosts roll away quickly. 
~ Soil Good heutral loam that drains 
well on the slope. 


The whitegarden features a large 
Staphylea colchica in full flower 
(bottom right) and the white rose 
‘Heather Muir’ (third from left, in ~~ 
front of hedge), named for current.» » 


arts and crafts garden 


a". Se 
KS 


2 


ee 


¥- 


¥} 
— 


wn 
. > 


MARY KEEN PHOTOGRAPHS UR 
a ees, bins = 


A massed planting of 
hydrangeas blends perfectly 
with the scale of the 
Victorian house behind 


hree generations of women have shaped 
the gardens at Kiftsgate and the latest, Anne 
Chambers, is turning out to be the most 
hands-on and influential of them all. It must 
also be said that her husband is more involved 
with the garden than her father and 
grandfather ever were. Johnny Chambers 
runs the nursery, organises the open days and 
special tours, and takes the money on the 
gate, while reading about gardens between the 
odd bout of Sudoku. “T actually do nearly all 
the planting,” he adds. 

Remarkably, they manage four acres with 
two gardeners and a bit of part-time help. 
Anne works in the garden every day. “We are 
pretty flat out,” she admits, but adds that she 
enjoys it. Much of the charm of Kiftsgate 
must be due to the presence of Johnny and 
Anne; it is very much a family garden. 

Anne is clear that she never wanted to live 
in the shadow of her mother or grandmother. 
“Mum hated tulips, she never had bulbs.” 
Now there are masses. Both her mother and 
her grandmother forgot the garden in August, 
because they always went away. But now 
Kiftsgate opens in August, so there are plenty 
of plants in hot colours, and a massed 
planting of hydrangeas that blends perfectly 
with the scale of the Victorian house behind. 

June is the high point at Kiftsgate, with 
old-fashioned roses galore. The famous 
‘Kiftsgate’ rose, which gallops over three trees, 
is a pain to control, but visitors cross the 


Continued on page 62 [> 


THIS PAGE 


Top The Four Squares Garden was created by 
Anne's grandmother, and features Rosa banksiae 
‘Lutea’ scrambling up the side wall of the house. 


Middle The pink Deutzia x elegantissima ‘Rosealind’ 
and a double white tree peony from botanist Sir Peter 
Smithers make an impact in the Four Squares garden. 


Bottom The Wide Border — again created by 
Anne’s grandmother — has a rich planting scheme, 
punctuated by the pale dwarf lilac Syringa meyeri 
‘Palibin’ and Rosa ‘Fruhlingsgold’ (at far end). 
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arts and crafts garden 


A shady'corner $ the White Sunken 
Garden provides a welcome spot for bs 
contemplation. Lilac Allium cristophil, _ “i 
and magenta Gladiolus commiunis®*~s— 
subsp. byzantinus range'through the; = 
borders. The dark-pink.tree peony is ° 
‘Madame Louis Henri: : 

oie 


Three generations 
of women gardeners 


Heather Muir 

From 1920, with the help of 
her Italian gardeners, Mrs 
Muir created a series of 
terraces on the steep banks. 
From the summer house 
(see image opposite) she 


could admire the views out 
and, on the return climb, 
there was the added pleasure of seeing the 
Italianate house crowning the ascent. On dry 
shaded banks under majestic radiata pines, 


aromatic Mediterranean shrubs such as Se eridercigecne ad 
Cistus and rosemary thrive, their scent % through the Middle Banik 
intensifying the feeling of being abroad. Y as 

Diany Binny 

Mrs Muir's daughter Diany 

Binny was in charge of the 

gardens from the 1950s. 


She re-designed the sunken 
garden, added the semi- 
circular bathing pool below 
the summer house, and 
commissioned two carved 


stone pieces from sculptor Simon Verity. Her 
great horticultural friendship was with Hilda 
Murrell, the rose grower who did so much to 
popularise old-fashioned roses and who 
advised Vita Sackville-West on what roses to 
plant at Sissinghurst. Mrs Binny’s legacy of ce ne 

soft colours and roses is still very evident Miers | ee 
today. She planted a hedge of Berberis ‘Rose The view from the top terraces, « Sa 
Glow! whichherd Ateri t dabout takes in the pool installed by” wee 
Oy CMA IP CIUSM A TS IMO: Innelele}eU Anne's mother in the 1970s. “4 
but keeps for its sentimental value. . Pal 


Anne Chambers 

With her husband Johnny, 
Anne has added a 
wonderful space to the 
garden at Kiftsgate, which 
acts like a drink of cool 
water after all the colour 
and scent of the plant-filled 
enclosures. The new Water 
Garden — a restrained and intriguing exercise 
in black, white and green — fills the old tennis 
court and was inspired by an architect friend, 
James Troughton. At the far end is a sculpture 
commissioned from Simon Allison. His gilded 


ial! 


bronze leaves shiver on tall stems and are ZA 1 | =e 
reflected in the dark water. Apart from their — gin im po Clee ines 

nee ‘ = Anne and Johnny in 2000, is a 
subtle movement, it is a place of stillness, cool, calm oasis withift thegarden. 
enclosed on all sides by high yew hedges. ee Li | 
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SGATE ESTATE FOR PORTRAIT IMA\ 


THANKS TO THE KIFT 


arts and crafts garden 


The scale of the planting is large, 
and the backdrop of 18th-century pines 
above the imposing Cotswold scarp 
gives the place added drama 


Garden plan 


1 Four Squares Garden 
and terrace 

Wide border 

Sunken White Garden 
Bridge border 
Kiftsgate rose 
Rose border 
Water Garden 
Yellow border 
9 North border 
10 Scotch firs 

11 Banks 

12 Lower garden 
13 Middle banks 
14 Drive and 
bluebell wood 


ON AUR WHD 


> world to see it. Roses flourish here and, 
after they fade, the muted mauvy pinks and 
blues of other plants carry this colour scheme 
all summer in the Four Squares Garden. 
Anne likes colour harmonies such as 
Paeonia lactiflora “Bowl of Beauty’ with Rosa 
‘Rita’ in the same shade of pink, or Salvia 


sclarea var. turkestanica and Thalictrum 
rochebrunianum ‘Elin. There is a yellow and 
blue border with striking foliage and, below 
the terrace, a little riposte to neighbouring 
Hidcote’s red borders. 

The scale of the planting is large, and the 
backdrop of 18th-century pines above the 
imposing Cotswold scarp gives the place 
added drama. “T like big because we are used 
to it” Anne says. Deutzias, especially Deutzia 
setchuenensis var. corymbiflora, are firm 
favourites. Other key plants are ceanothus, 
particularly the summer-flowering ‘Gloire de 
Versailles, Buddleja crispa and euphorbias. 
Astrantias and peonies are invaluable 
herbaceous fillers. But there are small plants 


62 


too, because they can’t resist something new. 

In the Sunken White Garden there are 
plenty of treasures, especially in spring. 
Anemone rivularis seeds everywhere and 
trilliums do surprisingly well in what seems to 
be a hot corner. In summer, dieramas and a 
lovely navy blue agapanthus colonise the area. 

Kiftsgate is full of surprises, and there are 
several plants that would not normally 
survive at this elevation in the Cotswolds. 
Hebe hulkeana grows on a dry steep slope, 
Indigofera pendula and Francoa sonchifolia 
thrive in a border, and all this adds up to a 
place that has been lovingly tended by three 
generations of women owners who have 
made their garden their life. o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Kiftsgate Court Gardens, Chipping 
Campden, Gloucestershire GL55 6LN. 

Tel 01386 438777. 

Website kiftsgate.co.uk 


HANNAH McVICAR 


Qn favourites 


1 Deutzia setchuenensis 

var. corymbiflora 

Slow growing and prefers a sunny 
position, but can also cope with light 
shade. 1.5-2.5m. AGM* RHS H5, 
USDA 6a-9bt. 


2 Phlox paniculata ‘Blue Paradise’ 

An upright habit. Dark blue flowers that 
age to purple — performs for months if it 
is deadheaded. Will grow in full sun or part 
shade, but prefers moist or mulched soil. 
1-1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


3 Astrantia major ‘Ruby Wedding’ 

Easy to grow in sun or shade and any soil 
— as long as it's not too dry. Flowers for 
months on end. 50-100cm. RHS H4, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Ceanothus x delileanus 

‘Gloire de Versailles’ 

A long-flowering, deciduous, pale-blue 
ceanothus for the back of the border. Its 
flowers are faintly scented. 1-1.5m. AGM. 
RHS H4, USDA 6a-10b. 


5 Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii 
Good architectural shape and can 
manage most soils. Anne plants it with 
the bright orange tulip ‘Ballerina’ for 
spring. 1-1.5m. RHS H3, USDA 8a-11. 


6 Indigofera pendula 

This elegant plant will thrive in a sunny 
border under a wall. It has a long season, 
but may not be reliably hardy everywhere. 
2.5-3m. USDA 7a-10b. 


7 Carpenteria californica 

A fairly tender evergreen, it can take up 
quite a large space and needs sun and 
some shelter. ‘Ladham’s Variety’ is 
generally accepted to be the best form. 
1.5-2.5m. RHS H5, USDA 8a-9b. 


8 Geranium palmatum 

An unusual and exotic-looking form of 
the cranesbill. Hardier than Geranium 
maderense, with which it is often 
confused. 30-45cm. USDA 9b-11. 


9 Rosa filipes ‘Kiftsgate’ 

Wildly rampant, and smothered in 
fragrant white flowers in July. 8-12m. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 6a-10b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Hott 
Kristy Ramage pots up contrasting combinations of 
colour and structure for beautiful late spring displays 


WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Flaming flamboyance 


The welcome warmth of the May sunshine deserves to be celebrated with a little bit of a 
show, and Geum “Mrs J Bradshaw’ has just the right amount of intense colour and good 
old-fashioned style to provide it. Robustly cheerful and elegant at the same time, she arranges 
herself most delightfully, with branching stems that thread though other plants. To provide 
the soft, diffusing green backdrop, the glamorous Mathiasella bupleuroides ‘Green DreanY 
does an excellent job. Just a shade more subtle in the smaller pots is Calceolaria integrifolia 
‘Kentish Hero, alongside Salvia officinalis Purpurascens’ which, with the soft grey of the 
galvanised pots, takes enough heat out of the combination to make the planting work even 
on those days when the skies are sadly not so sunny. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 

Allthese plants prefer very well-drained 
conditions, so make sure the containers have 
plenty of holes in the base, but also be careful 
not to let them dry out. The geum needs the 
most moisture, so add a little extra humus-rich 
compost around its roots. Calceolaria 
integrifolia ‘Kentish Hero’ is known as the 
slipper flower and has fascinating flowers that 
are like silk velvet pouches. Remove spent 
blooms from both this and the geum to keep 
them flowering, but leave them on the 
Mathiasella bupleuroides ‘Green Dream: 

Once the flowers have pushed through in the 


freshest lime, between April and June, they 
take on an elegant pinkish tinge and the bracts 
stay intact until autumn. 


Container 

Soft grey zinc makes for a subtle container, 
allowing the plants to take centre stage. These 
vintage French zinc planters are a step up from 
plain galvanised florists’ buckets, being more 
robust and available in a variety of sizes, which 
makes them easier to group in an interesting 
way. If your idea of chic is slightly less shabby, 
there are many new equivalents that will work 
just as well with the plant colours. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Salvia officinalis ‘Purpurascens’ 
Semi-evergreen foliage for most of 
the year. 50cm. AGM*. 

2 Mathiasella bupleuroides 
‘Green Dream’ 
Flowers from April to June; bracts 
age to pink and stand 
until autumn. 1m. 

3 Calceolaria integrifolia 
‘Kentish Hero’ 
Looks good all summer — treat as 
tender in cold areas. 40cm. 

3 Geum ‘Mrs J Bradshaw’ 
Flowers from May to September 
(and beyond). 60cm. AGM. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society 


65 


Delicate beauty 


The frilly edge on this terracotta bowl cried out to be paired with really pretty plants, 


and these little linarias are real darlings. They have tiny, bi-coloured snapdragon flowers 


over bushy, filigree foliage of the freshest green. Geranium pratense ‘Plenum ViolaceunY 


has unusual double, violet-blue flowers with a purple centre, which tone really well with 


the linaria, and it can be relied upon to bring a little more weight to the group. The airy 


Bolivian coriander has unusually scented leaves and great grace, but to avoid the whole 


mix becoming just that bit too sweet, I added a dramatically dark purple and unusual 


plant, Ipomoea batatas ‘Sweetheart Purple’, which obligingly curled itself neatly 


around the rim of the shallow bowl. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 

These plants all prefer full sun, and they all 

like well-drained conditions, but with a fairly 
shallow container like this you need to be 
vigilant with the watering. Wait until you see 
just the beginnings of a little wilt on the tip of 
the Bolivian coriander, and you'll know it is time 
to water again. It is much better to give the pot 
areally good soak, just when the plants need it, 
rather than a more frequent small splash that 
will wet the surface but leave the roots dry. 


Container 
It might be easier to look after bigger, deeper 
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containers, but | like the ratio of plant growth 
to container that this bowl shape allows. It is 
perfect for placing on a table, the top of a wall 
or ona tree-trunk plinth. This well-loved bowl is 
from the 1930s; the unusual frilly rim and 
decorations are nicely weathered, and the 
mellow warmth of the colour works well with 
lots of different plants and backgrounds. 
Terracotta ‘breathes’ keeping the soil inside 
more temperate than metal or plastic, which is 
great for the plants but can also cause a 


problem in the frost. This bowl has proved itself 
hardy, but I'm so fond of it that | bring it indoors 


oncold starry nights in winter, just in case. 


Plants 
1 Porophyllum ruderale 
This Bolivian coriander 
looks good all summer 
(half-hardy annual). 50cm. 
2 Geranium pratense 
‘Plenum Violaceum’ 
Flowers in summer. 50cm. AGM. 
3 Ipomoea batatas 
‘Sweetheart Purple’ 
Tender evergreen. 20cm. 
4 Linaria aeruginea ‘Lindeza Violet’ 
Flowers all summer. 15-20cm. 


planting ideas 


planting ideas 


A hint of Victoriana 


I find Victorian gothic hideous and marvellous in almost equal measure. What I do love, 

in the detailed etchings found in old gardening books, are the rusticated pots and close 
examination of plants. When I found some common spotted orchids for sale in my local 
nursery, they looked so exactly like the etchings that I wanted to put them somewhere I could 
scrutinise their architectural beauty. I potted them up in very rusty old cake tins, wanting no 


colour or fanciness to distract from their beauty. Alongside them, the colour and form of 
the Sempervivum tectorum ‘Rubin was rather delicious. Placed in front of my potting shed 
drawers they were a pleasure to contemplate, with their hint of Victoriana. 


How to achieve the look 


Cultivation and care Container 

The Dactylorhiza fuchsii grows best in partial This old cake tin has a removable base, like a 
shade although it can take full sun if the soil is tart tin, which meant | could just push the base 
moist but well-drained. It’s worth mixing alittle upto pop the orchids out when | wanted to 


leaf mould with the compost. Sempervivum plant them out in the meadow. The rustic pots 
tectorum ‘Rubin’ is a mat-forming evergreen for the sempervivums were made from the 
perennial that needs well-drained soil and sun. bark from our firewood logs, dried and glued 

It grows in the cracks of old cottage roofs, around plastic pots. Take care to finish the bark 
which gives you an idea of how tough its higher than the rim and hide any unsightly 
growing conditions can be, and is the reason plastic inside the pots with a generous 

for its best-known common name — the top-dressing of horticultural grit. 


houseleek. However, it has lots of other names, 


the strangest of which has to be welcome- * Look out for part three of Kristy’s series on 


home-husband-however-drunk-you-be! container planting, which appears in the July issue. 


Plants 

1 Sempervivum tectorum ‘Rubin’ 
Looks good all year. 1Ocm. 

2 Dactylorhiza fuchsii 
Flowers from early to midsummer. 
Up to 50cm. 


Suppliers 

Cox & Cox 

(For set of three aged zinc planters) 
0844 858 0734,[coxandcox.co.uk 
The Herb Garden and Historical 
Plants Nursery 01545 580893, 
historicalplants.co.uk 

Jekka’s Herb Farm 01454 418878, 
jekkasherbtarm.com 

The Mead Nursery 01373 859990, 
themeadnursery.co.uk| 

Sarah Raven 0845 050 4849, 
sarahraven.com 

Special Plants 01225 891686, 
specialplants.net 

The Victoriana Nursery 01233 
740529 |victoriananursery.co.uk 
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In brief 

Name Hillberg. 

Points of interest Traditional German ~ 
country’garden, with clearly defined areas, 

and an extensive peony collection. 

Where Kammiach, a small village in 

the Lower Allgau region of Bavafia: 

Size Almost three acres. wy A 

Soil Clay enriched with homemade compost. 
Climate A continental climate withvarm ys 
summers (20: ‘and coldwinters # ; 
(down Rainfall is Steady throughout. \) 7 
the year, and a area has &ffaverage of 23- ¥ i, od 
days snow cover'a year. ~~ -qyp ¢- = 
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Wander through a traditional German country garden 
in Bavaria and discover one of the world’s best peony 
collections stretching from garden to meadow 


WORDS CHRISTA HASSELHORST, [TRANSLATED BY ERIKA BAKER 
PHOTOGRAPHS CHRISTA BRAND 


hen Johanna and Werner Miiller 
first discovered their picturesque former 
farmhouse in the Bavarian region of Lower 
Allgau more than 30 years ago, they little 
imagined that one day their much-loved 
plot would attract garden enthusiasts from 
around the world. 

For 15 years they kept the farmhouse, 
Hdllberg, as a weekend retreat, before turning 
it into their permanent home and totally 
transforming its garden. Now as you 
approach the farmhouse youre treated to a 
glimpse of Johanna’s hard work. A keen 
amateur gardener for many years, she has 
divided the front part of the garden into four 
squares and two rectangles, each sheltered 
with box cube and ball sculptures, that 
surround a circular fountain. This classic 
ground plan for a German country garden 
has changed little since medieval times. 

“My key plant is phlox, and there are 
many other plants with a long-standing 
tradition in this garden,” Johanna explains. 
She loves delicate, graceful and dainty 
flowers that convey a sense of opulent ease 
in a formal setting. In early spring, irises, 
poppies, columbines, campanulas, dicentras, 
delphiniums, lupins and foxgloves stretch 
towards the warming sun. Astrantia and 
cosmos flourish here. But fashionable 
flowers such as Verbena bonariensis are not 


permitted entry into this paradise. “They did 
not exist in a traditional kitchen garden,” 
Johanna says firmly. In one respect, however, 
her garden is not traditional — instead of 
being a riot of colour it is carefully graded in 
the most nuanced hues from white to light 
pink and to pink, with the occasional 
punctuation of a dark-blue iris. 

A cobbled pathway leads under a 
hornbeam arch and into the white garden. 
Here, beneath young oak trees, grow plants 
prized for their foliage, creating a dense web 
of many different shades of green, brightened 
by gentle touches of white. There are white 
geraniums, Japanese primulas, Solomon’s seal 
(Polygonatum odoratum) and its variegated 
cousin, various hostas, woodruff and white 
‘Spring Greer’ tulips, all of which dominate 
the soft, almost meditative, scenery until May. 
They create an atmosphere as cool and 
refreshing as mint ice cream — an impression 
intensified by several Pyrus salicifolia 
‘Pendula’ with their delicate silvery leaves. 

Incredibly, this isn’t Héllberg’s main 
attraction. A small walk opens out to reveal a 
large meadow, a flowering treasure chest 
overflowing with 170 species and cultivars of 
peony. Framed by a rustic fence made of 
chestnut paling, the enormous rectangle of 
flowers is a spectacular mix of rich and soft 
colours; “a Persian rug,” comments [> 
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Everything at Héllberg has been adapted 
to the rural character of the garden 


1A sweeping hornbeam arch leads from 
Johanna’s country garden at the front of the 
house to her elegant shady garden. Simple 
granite watering troughs blend 
harmoniously with the surrounding planting. 


2 Paths of natural stone run through the 
gardens, blending into their surroundings. In 
front of the house there are simple cobble 
stones; in the shady garden large slabs of 
granite suit the cooler climate. 


3 A mown path cuts through billowing 
meadow grasses to create a natural walkway 
that leads you through the garden. 
Metalwork gates keep this wilder area 
contained but not constrained. 


4 The impressive patchwork of peonies 
is framed with a simple paling fence of 
untreated wood, which over time has 
acquired a charming weathered patina. 


> Johanna succinctly. Thanks to its stunning 
display during the flowering season, Werner’s 
peony collection has gained international 
fame, but it grew from humble beginnings. 

When the couple bought Héllberg there 
were a mere dozen classic Paeonia lactiflora at 
the front of the kitchen garden. When these 
began to take up too much space, Johanna 
banished them from her realm. “What, throw 
them away? You cart do that!” said her 
husband, taking pity on the rejected plants. 
He stomped off to the sheep field, fenced 
off a section and planted the peonies, 
unwittingly laying the foundations for today’s 
legendary collection. Fortunately, the clay soil 
is highly suitable for peonies, which have long 
since jumped the fence and conquered the 
rest of the sheep field, crossing the meadow 
in two crescent shapes. 

As he watched these first plants settle 
happily into their new home, Werner 
explored nearby villages, peeking over garden 
gates in search of old beauties, and persuading 
farmer’s wives to swap them for roses. The 
collection grew, and so did his knowledge and 
passion for the new. Precious, rare specimens 
now grow alongside nameless finds that the 
Miillers had swapped for other plants and 
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Throughout the garden are 
areas where visitors can-pause 
to enjoy beautiful views. 


Werner explored nearby villages, peeking over 
garden gates in search of old peonies, and 
persuading farmer’s wives to swap them for roses 


> simply named after their owners. And so 
‘Frau Stéckelhuber’ thrives alongside ‘Red 


Charm, which was awarded the gold medal by 


the American Peony Society (APS) in 1956. 

Although he finds it difficult to pinpoint 
his favourite peonies — because “all have 
advantages as well as disadvantages” — 
Werner does admit to having a particular 
love for the cultivar “Red Charm’ “For me, it 
represents the quintessence of peonies: it is 
similar to a common peony but, flowers for 
longer with more stability and is a beautiful, 
deep-red colour,” he marvels. 

He also creates his own cultivars, his best 
being a Chinese type with a pinkish-white 
flower named in honour of his daughter: 
Paeonia lactiflora ‘Fraulein Maria Miiller’. 


Within such a vast collection of peonies, 
Werner’s clever selection of plants ensures 
that visitors will enjoy a display of peony 
blooms from the end of April to the middle 
of June. “Six weeks of flowering in exchange 
for ten months of foliage... It feels like a real 
luxury,” he admits with a smile. (| 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Hollberg 14, 

87754 Kammlach, Germany. 

Tel + 49 (0) 83361791. 

Website gaerten-hoellberg.de 

Open From the beginning of May to the 
end of June. Telephone booking required. 
Entrance €4. 


Werner’s advice for growing herbaceous peonies 


* Peonies do not tolerate waterlogging and so should not be planted too deep. Good 
drainage and, in particular, full and plentiful sun are essential for their wellbeing. 


* Hygiene becomes more important the more you have of one variety. Peonies should be 


cut down almost to ground level, but not until the autumn and not directly after flowering. 


Thin the flower heads of young plants to ensure that their energy is put into growth. 
* Peonies love open soil and it is recommended that they should not be covered with a 


mulch of bark. This means regular weeding and hoeing to keep the area weed-free. 


* Peonies are among the few plants that do not require regular splitting — they prefer to 


remain in the same spot for decades. 
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of Werner’s 
favourite peonies 


1 Paeonia delavayi 

A May-flowering tree peony. Small, single 
brownish-red flowers with a strong scent. 
1.2-1.8m. USDA 5a-8bt. 


2 P. mlokosewitschii 

Wild species, native to the Caucasus. 
Flowers from the beginning of May. Grey- 
blue upper leaves, with yellow blossom 
and single flower. 60-90cm. USDA 5a-8b. 


3 P. obovata var. willmottiae 

Early flowering herbaceous peony with a 
beautiful single white flowers with purple 
filaments, grey anthers and hairy leaves. 
60-90cm. USDA 5a-8b. 


4 P ‘Claire de Lune’ 

Herbaceous hybrid peony, probably 
between P. mlokosewitschii and 

P lactiflora. Single, yellow flowers. Longer 
flowering period and stronger stems than 
its parents. 60-90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


5 P ‘Carol’ 

This small-flowering, herbaceous cultivar 
looks like a red rose. Flowers early, taking 
almost three weeks for the flowers to 
open fully. 6€0-90cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


6 P lactiflora ‘Sarah Bernhardt’ 
Herbaceous peony, bred in 1906. Late 
blooming, densely petaled flower in apple- 
blossom pink with a silvery shimmer. 
60-90cm. AGM* RHS H7, USDA 2a-8b. 


7 P. ‘Garden Treasure’ 

Long-flowering herbaceous and tree 
peony hybrid with yellow flowers. Was 
American Peony Society (APS) gold 
medal winner in 1996. Carries buds, 
flowers and seed pods at the same time. 
60-90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


8 P. ‘Garden Peace’ 

Herbaceous hybrid peony, single white 
flower with many side blooms. Early 
flowering. Dark red stem, particularly 
rounded leaves in a bluish green. 


9 P. ‘Red Charm’ 

Herbaceous hybrid peony with a large, 
perfectly formed flower. APS 1956 gold 
medal winner. An improvement on 

P officinalis ‘Rubra Plena’ 

60-90cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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german garden 


Equally at home in a cottage garden or urbah courtyard, 
stunning in pots and borders, the globe-like flowers of 
ornamental onions add a welcome dash of early summer drama 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY > 
OPENINGIMAGE CLIVE NICHOLS 


~In brief 

What Genus of about 750 flowering 
bulbous plants — informally known as 
the onion family and characterised by 
a distinct smell that varies in intensity 


~., between species. 


Origins Most:come from the temperate 

climates of the northern hemisphere, 

* particularly Europe; fewer from Central 

Asia and South Americas 

* Season Flowers mainly in early summer, 

witha few species flowering in late summer. 
Seedheads can last into autumn. 


up to 45cm in diameter eae 
Conditions Species for: the cut flower , 
» trade are more needy, but mosty will flourish 


John Hoyland is 
a plantsman and 
garden writer who 
has gardens in 
both southeast 
England and 
southwest France. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available 


plant profile alliums 


he most productive vegetable garden 

I have ever known was tended by a 

neighbour until she was in her late 
nineties. There were always a few onions and 
leeks, left to shoot up into flower and show 
off their fat, glaucous stems and gorgeous 
grey tennis-ball flowers. I assumed that they 
were there to have seed collected from, but 
“Not at all’, she informed me. “They are 
there simply because they are beautiful.” 
Even in her ruthlessly efficient plot there 
was a place for beauty, and in a single plant 
she had found both bread and roses. 

Onions, leeks, chives and garlic are 
edible members of the Allium family, a 
genus distinguished by the simple flower 
umbels that are usually arranged in the 
shape of a dome or a ball. Alliums are 
mainly native to the northern hemisphere 
with a few species found in South America. 
How many allium species there are remains 
unclear. In her authoritative 1992 book, 
Alliums (Batsford Ltd), Dilys Davies writes 
that there are between 800 and 1,000 species, 
but subsequent research suggests that there 
may be no more than 750. 

In the garden, the most popular alliums 
are those with tennis-ball flowers on the top 
of tall stems. Drifting on a cloud of grasses 
or punctuating a parterre, they are at home 
both in formal gardens and naturalistic 
planting schemes. Allium hollandicum 
‘Purple Sensatior’ is the flag-bearer for 
this group, but there are forms with larger 
flowers in a range of purples and mauves. 
Allium nigrum has dome-shaped rather than 
globular flowers that, despite the name, are 
a subtle, ghostly grey. 

Much shorter, but with metallic blue 
globes that are 20cm across, is the June- 
flowering Allium christophit. This is a 
spectacular and easy-to-grow plant that 
will seed itself through the border. The 
flowers are not as impressive, though, as 
those of Allium schubertii, which looks 
like an exploding firework. This is more > 
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[> difficult to grow and needs a well- 
drained, gritty soil and an open sunny 
situation. The seedheads of both remain 
eye-catching until late summer. 

Not all alliums have dense, spherical 
flowers. Allium cernuum has loose flowers 
made of pinky-mauve bells that dangle 
from dark pedicles in June. Later in the 
year the flowers of Allium carinatum 
subsp. pulchellum start as upright, 
whiskery buds, which fall open to loose, 
rounded flowers. The species has 
Windolene-pink flowers but I prefer 
the sparkling white form f. album. Both 
Allium cernuum and Allium carinatum 
grow to about 30cm tall and both 
produce far too many seedlings. 

With so many species in the wild it 
is not surprising that new ones are still 
being introduced into cultivation. 

Allium litvinovit has recently been found 
growing in Uzbekistan and Kyrgystan, 
and is starting to be available in specialist 
nurseries. The intense blue flowers make 
it very appealing. New varieties and 
cultivars are also appearing, mainly 

from breeders producing plants for 

the cut-flower trade. Many of these need 
to be mollycoddled in controlled 
environments to produce perfect blooms, 
but some are tough enough to withstand 
life in the garden and are finding their 
way into nursery catalogues. 

Allium ‘Silver Spring is part of 
breeders’ quest to produce white alliums. 
The white tepals have a purple eye that 
accentuates the brightness of the flower, 
which opens at the top of an 80cm-tall 
stem to a dome like that of Allium nigrum. 
At about half the height is a new cultivar, 
Allium amplectaris ‘Graceful Beauty’ that 
has sparkling white flowers delicately 
tinged with pink. 

Perhaps the most impressive of the 
white alliums is Allium stipitatum 
“Mount Everest’ that has flowers 
12cm in diameter and grows to at least 
1m tall. It was bred by Dutch allium 
specialist Ton Langedijk who also bred 
Allium ‘Firmament, whose metallic 
dark-purple flowers are the result of the 
marriage between Allium atropurpureum 
and Allium christophii. These new hybrids 
are a long way from my neighbout’s leeks 
and onions but they retain the charm and 
the beauty of the originals. 5 


+ John's recommendations for alliums 
continue over the next six pages. 
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ALLIUM SCHUBERTII 

The most spectacular flower of the genus, 
resembling an exploding star. When mature 
the flowers measure 40cm across. It needs 
good, fertile soil that gets baked by the 
summer sun to thrive. 50cm. USDA 3a-9b. 


A. HOLLANDICUM ‘PURPLE SURPRISE’ 
Aselection from the popular A. ‘Purple 
Sensation’ this hybrid has a dense flower head 
of dark-purple flowers on a tall, strong stem 
that will withstand winds and intemperate 
weather far better than its cousin. 1.3m. 


A. NEVSKIANUM 

A low-growing species from dry, high-altitude 
locations in Afghanistan and Tajikistan. The 
flower grows to about 12cm in diameter on 
such short stems that it seems to be growing 
directly from the ground. 30cm. USDA 3a-10a. 


A. ‘FIRMAMENT’ 

The dome-shaped flowers of A. ‘Firmament’ 
have inherited a metallic sheen from one of 
the plant's parents, A. cristophii. These look at 
their best when planted in large groups. 
75cm. USDA 5a-8b. 


A. CERNUUM 

A North American native that grows 

in gravelly soils. Several flowering stems 
are produced from the same bulb to 
give an impressive display in early July. 
Produces lots of seedlings. 30cm. 

RHS H4, USDA 3a-10a. 


plant profile alliums 


A. NIGRUM ‘SILVER SPRING’ 

The flowers last for two weeks as a 
cut flower and, in the garden, have a 
faint, sweet scent throughout May 
and June. 1m. USDA 4a-10b. 


plant profile alliums 


Alliums to avoid 

Not all alliurms are welcome in the 
garden; some are invasive weeds 
that can be difficult to get rid of. The 
white, starry flowers of wild garlic, 
Allium ursinum, known as ramsons in 
parts of England, may look pretty in 
the dappled light of woodland but in 
the garden the plant will spread 
rapidly by seed and bulbil and 
smother less vigorous plants. As well 
as producing copious amounts of 
seedlings, each bulb surrounds itself 
with dozens of tiny bulbils that are 
almost impossible to dig out. It is 
tempting to grow them because the 
leaves are tasty in soups and salads 
and the fresh green growth is 
attractive, but only plant them if you 
have acres of woodland for them to 
romp around in. | Know a dog who is 
partial to them and will dig up the 
garden to get at the bulbs, but even 
she can't eat enough to get rid of 
them completely. 


A. KARATAVIENSE A. HUBER-MORATHII Just as tempting, but equally 
Very broad, grey-green leaves lie close to the Ararely seen species that originates in the troublesome is Allium paradoxum, 
ground and cradle the 12cm diameter pinkish Pontic mountains of northern Turkey. Its this, too, will quickly swamp other 
grey flowers. Unlike many alliums, the foliage delicate and extremely pretty flowers are plants, as will the white-flowered 
remains neat during the flowering period. sparse and create loose, mop-like heads Allium triquetrum, a Mediterranean 
25cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. of deep-pink flowers in June. 25cm. plant that has naturalised in parts of 


Cornwall and Devon. 

Some alliums, such as Allium 
roseum and the quirky Allium vineale 
‘Hair’ have tiny bulbils at the centre 
of the flower, making them 
disastrously prolific. If you already 
have them in the garden never put 
them on the compost heap, as this 
may spread them even further. 


a 


Cultivation 

Most alliums need a well-drained soil 
and prefer a sunny site. If you have 
heavy clay, dig in plenty of compost 
and horticultural grit before planting 
them. Alliums bought in pots can be 
planted at any time but you will get 
more for your money if you buy them 
as dry bulbs in the autumn. Using 
plant supports or bamboo canes to 


A. LITVINOVII A. ATROPURPUREUM hold up tall varieties will always look 
The intense, sky-blue flowers of this recently The dark-reddish purple flowers open to a ugly, so grow them through other 
introduced species make it a very desirable dome shape, rather than the globe more plants to keep upright. 

plant. Needs excellent drainage, particularly typical of alliums and last for several weeks The leaves of many alliums, 
during the winter months. The flowers arethe — during May and June. Sturdy stems make particularly the tall forms, are lax > 


size of a ping-pong ball and grow to 40cm tall. — them good for cutting. 70cm. USDA 3b-8b. 
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[> and long and quickly become 
tatty. By the time the plant is flowering 
they are often very unsightly. If you 
have the time (and can be bothered) 
you can trim off the dead parts, but it 
is often easier to plant the bulb so that 
the foliage is hidden by other plants. 

Some of the smaller alliums grow 
well in pots and many grow well in 
larger containers. Allium caeruleum, 
which has bright blue flowers on 50cm- 
tall stems in June and July, can be 
difficult in the garden but thrives on 
the good drainage and baking heat of 
a pot in full sun. My favourite allium 
for growing in containers is the short 
(20cm tall) Allium senescens subsp. 
glaucum. The dusky-pink flowers, the 
size of a ping-pong ball, last for about 
six weeks in August and September 
and are surrounded by blue-grey leaves 
that corkscrew around the stems. 


Where to see & buy 


* Avon Bulbs 
Tel 01460 242177, 


* Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Tel 01386 422829, 


* Peter Nijssen 
Tel +3123 547 1056 


* Plant World Seeds 
Tel 01803 872939, 


Further reading 
Alliums: The Ornamental Onions by 
Dilys Davies (Batsford Ltd, 1992, 
ISBN 978-0713470307) mentioned 
by John, is out of print, but we 
recommend trying second-hand 
book outlets such as Amazon or 
horticultural book specialist Mike 
Park Books, 020 86417796, 


Reader offer 

GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers can 
receive a 15% discount from Peter 
Nijssen on most of the alliums 
featured. See page 114 for details. 
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A. AMPLECTENS ‘GRACEFUL BEAUTY’ 
A floriferous cultivar that was originally bred 
for the cut-flower industry. The white petals 
each have a pale-pink stripe at the base and 
the flowers have lavender-blue stamens. 
30cm. USDA 6b-9b. 


A. OBLIQUUM 

Anative of Xinjiang, Mongolia, Kazakstan and 
southern Russia, where it grows in meadows 
and scrub. The soft-yellow flowers, which 
appear in June, are the size of a hen’s egg and 
grow on twisted stems. 50cm. 


A. CHLORANTHUM 

Yellow-flowered species from Lebanon, 
Syria and Turkey that resembles the 
common European A. flavum. The tightly 
packed stems that form the umbel give 
the flowers a greenish sheen. 50cm. 


A. PSKEMENSE 

Similar in appearance to the edible onion 
(Allium cepa), this species from Uzbekistan 
has bright white flowers the size of tennis balls. 
The stems are hollow but sturdy and the bulb 
increases quickly. 80cm. USDA 5b. 


MANY THANKS TO PETER NIJSSEN NURSERY IN THE NETHERLANDS WHERE MOST OF THE ALLIUMS FEATURED HERE WERE PHOTOGRAPHED. 


plant profile alliums 


A. CONVALLARIOIDES 

With hollow leaves and dense growth, this 
species resembles white-flowered chives. 
Will tolerate clay soils as long as they are 

not waterlogged in winter. 40cm. 


Nigel Colborn 


The writer, broadcaster and passionate gardener recently honoured 
by the RHS for a lifetime’s contribution to horticulture 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


I | igel Colborn is a lifelong gardener, prolific writer and 
broadcaster, retired farmer, wildlife enthusiast, holder 
of the prestigious RHS Victoria Medal of Honour, a 
6ft 2in, septuagenarian Wagnerite and thoroughly good fellow. 

He has a shelf full of gardening books and several novels to 
his name. His blog, Silvertreedaze, has been running since 2008 
(“badly and intermittently”). And he Tweets occasionally, 
especially “when I need seed of something particular”. 

He describes himself, with characteristic self-deprecation, 
as “an intellectual magpie... with no depth of any sort!” 

He was born in Nottingham, into a farming family, but as a 
young child lived in Kenya. The family returned to England after 
the Mau Mau uprising, and settled in a decrepit Norfolk rectory 
with neither electricity nor mains water. 

He cannot remember a time when he wasn’t interested in 
gardening, and happily attended the village school where the 
headmaster was a fanatical gardener and most pupils lived on 
farms and smallholdings. 

The idyll ended when he was sent away to a boarding school 
he broadly loathed, where his sporting ineptitude was notable and 
his academic achievements were not. Failing to get the grades to 
follow his father to Cambridge, he embarked alone for the USA, 
where he enrolled at Cornell University. 

“T didn’t know what to expect, but I loved the breadth. I 
majored in animal nutrition, but also studied anthropology, 
Shakespeare, all sorts. And I had fun. It was really easy to get 
a date — the English accent worked a treat!” 

After graduation, he spent seven years in his father’s 
agricultural nutritional supplement business. “I felt discontented, 
but duty bound to pay back my parents for my education.” 

Finally, circumstances allowed him to make a graceful exit and 
he decided to realise his dream of becoming a farmer. “I bought a 
farm in the Glen Valley, Lincolnshire — limestone brash with lovely 
alluvial silt at the boundary, and the farmhouse was beautiful.” 

He moved into Careby Manor with his wife, Ros, and their 
two sets of twins. It was to be their home for 27 years, although 
his career as an arable farmer did not last half so long. 

“It was hard to earn a living, so I started a parallel nursery 
business on the farm. I was always pretty good at propagation and 
I perfected my technique when food on the table depended upon 
it. It was hard work, standing in a freezing outbuilding packing 


alpines and perennials. We were working around the clock and 
scarcely making ends meet.” 

Nigel decided the farm must go and, wondering what to try 
next, he went for psychological profiling at a smart London career 
consultancy. “They concluded I was unemployable!” 

Meanwhile, he noticed that Lincolnshire Life magazine had no 
gardening correspondent, and proposed himself for the post. 
“That was 1982, and I got paid £10 a column.” 

The commissions started to gather pace steadily and then, one 
evening, Geoff Hamilton knocked at his back door. “I ended up 
doing a shockingly bad piece about planting bulbs for Gardeners’ 
World, and thought that would be the end of it” 

Instead he found himself invited to do more television, and 
then radio work, including seven years on the Gardeners’ Question 
Time panel. “Although my disputes with certain team members 
didn’t always go down well.” 

His forthright opinions might have landed him in trouble on 
the air, but they have always delighted his print audience. For years 
he was GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’s “Mole; and a regular columnist for 
Gardeners’ World magazine, The Times and the Daily Mail. His 
writing continues to enliven the RHS journal The Garden. 

And, through all those years of gardening and garden writing, 
he volunteered his time to the service of the RHS. “I was asked to 
join Floral A committee in the 1980s and I’ve been on one 
committee or another ever since.” He has also been a judge and 
moderator at Chelsea and other shows and, from 2002-2010, a 
member of the RHS Council. 

“Tt was a huge commitment, but also a huge honour. I have 
had a lot out of the RHS and it was time to give something back.” 

And then, last year, he received the Society’s ultimate award, the 
Victoria Medal of Honour. “I shouldn’t admit it, but I burst into 
tears when I opened the letter. Looking at what my fellow VMH 
holders have achieved, I feel very humble. My own achievements 
have been so small and self-indulgent in comparison.” 

“T have always had such fun out of horticulture. All I have done 
is try to share that with other people.” 5 


NEXT MONTH 
Mrs Jose Dent, founder of the British Friends of the Jerusalem 
Botanical Garden, Israel. 


I have always had such fun out of horticulture. 
All I have done is try to share that with other people 


horticultural who’s who 
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Above From an unpromising, empty patch of land 
Val hasicreatéd.a fabulous; flower-filled garden. 


This image This vibrant-pink PaeoniaYactiflora 
‘Karl Rosenfield’ has moved with Val three times. 


Right Dainty, shell-pink saucers of 
Papaver orientaléKarine’ gently mingle 
with the pretty pastelcolours?”, 


In briefs ees 
Name Sprit Goitage. ay ¥ “gt 
Points.of Interest Organic cottage: 
gardemthat provides'a flower fore 
“every day ‘of the year ‘and copious 
amounts 6f:fresh food... 
f Where tn the Cotswolds; Solith of 
Ri --. .Stow-on-the-Wold; [oS 
3 = Size One third of anvacre tnceee 
by-haphazard. fow- “Stone walls 
ie “Glimate Cold and.exposed,,but 
== “protected frombiting northerly » , 
= Sand, easterly winds. ‘iA 
Soil Spring-fed, pliable and.dark 
~ *~but hungry: 


cottage garden 


Writer Val Bourne explains how by putting into practice 


her five golden rules of gardening, she turned an empty 
patch of land into a stunning cottage garden 


WORDS VAL BOURNE PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


pring Cottage is a big-sky garden right 
on top of the Cotswolds with views over 
completely flat fields grazed by flocks of 
sheep and two rather entertaining donkeys, 
Martha and Dylan. The Best Beloved bought 
it at auction some eight years ago, without 
telling me, and brought me here on a frosty, 
starry night in November when everything 
glittered. Falling under its spell, I was 
blissfully unaware at the time that the garden 
was completely empty and the two unheated 
cottages basic, to say the least. A week later 
we moved in, clutching some hellebores and 
snowdrops from our old garden. 

The fact that our village is called Cold 
Aston didn’t ring alarm bells when we first 
arrived but the climate here is decidedly chilly 
so our growing season is short and late to get 
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going. On the plus side, the garden was 
completely empty, except for weeds and 
buried bedsteads. It faces south, so there’s 
plenty of light, and being high up the cold air 
slips down into the Windrush Valley below, so 
we miss early and late frosts. Our gurgling 
spring, which runs under parts of our garden, 
eventually feeds into the fast-flowing River 
Windrush. Our soil is mostly rich and dark, 
yet I found myself struggling because my 
previous garden had relied heavily on silver 
foliage and South African natives. Here at 
Spring Cottage, silvers developed an ugly dull- 
green patina, eryngium stems swooned 
horribly and dieramas barely survived. 
Advice flowed thick and fast. Garden 
designers wanted to flatten the sloping site, 
but this would mean raising the low stone > 


Top The sword-like, vertical foliage of Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ creates the perfect foil for 
the punchy red, oriental poppy, Papaver orientale (Goliath Group) ‘Beauty of Livermere’, 
which marks the division between the summer and autumn borders. 


Middle Val hard at work in her bountiful cottage garden. 


Bottom The path leading up to Val’s cottage is filled with standard gooseberries, herbs 
and alliums, setting the tone for a wonderfully rich and deceptively simple country garden 


that Val describes as both her inspiration and saviour. 
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Have flowers throughout the year, 
particularly early on, to sustain 


bumble and solitary bees 


[> walls, thereby losing the view that goes on 
for miles. I wanted to create areas of long 
grass studded with meadow flowers, to link 
garden to landscape, and within two years I 
had a swathe of the annual yellow rattle 
(Rhinanthus minor) that echoed the meadow 
over the wall. Smart mown paths and box 
chickens make the long grass look 
manicured, and it shelters ringlet butterflies, 
amphibians, birds and small mammals. 
There’s one cut in late August, but other 
areas are mown once a week by the Best 
Beloved — to create contrast. 

I have always been completely organic, 
having been encouraged to garden by my 
paternal grandmother, Lucy Elizabeth, born 
in 1881. At Spring Cottage it was imperative 
to create an ecosystem that obeyed the five 
golden rules I’ve honed over a lifetime. Plant 
diversely and densely, using trees, shrubs, 
perennials, annuals, ferns, bulbs and grasses. 
Only grow what suits your soil and enhances 
your setting. Be selective and only grow 
plants that are worth a place in your garden. 
Have flowers throughout the year, 
particularly early on, to sustain bumble and 
solitary bees who are your main pollinators. 
Put your plants in the right place so that 
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woodlanders are in shade, for instance, and 
sun lovers in full sun. This basic approach 
not only avoids disease, it also creates 
planting hot spots throughout the year. 

There are three main hotspots in this 
garden. The woodland area shines early on, 
from the arrival of the first snowdrop until 
the last trillium fades in summer. It’s close to 
the road and shaded by trees that grow on 
land we do not own. I threw in hellebores 
and snowdrops on arrival, but they only 
came to life when I planted my first tree, 
Prunus x subhirtella ‘Autumnalis. Since then 
many witch hazels and other winter- 
flowering shrubs have been added, and I love 
it when people creep up to the wall and look 
over, or come up the path for a crafty peek. 
The autumn border, on the southern 
periphery, is home to tall grasses and late 
perennials that catch the lowering light in 
the fading months. This is the border that 
keeps me sane in winter, when khaki and 
brown silhouettes move and sway. 

Early summer is glorious here, the large 
borders packed with roses and peonies 
creating a billowing mass of flower and 
fragrance close to our modest cottage. The 
roof is low and the description ona 1752 > 


Top Val likes rustic containers and has filled this old wooden box with a mix of scented- 


leaved pelargoniums and silver Plectranthus argentatus. 


Middle A rambling rose, Rosa ‘Goldfinch’ overhangs Val's beehive composter creating a 


wild-looking corner to attract the wildlife that Val loves. 


Bottom Val's puts support for her many dahlias in place early in the season. She uses small 
terracotta pots, which are soon hidden by tall planting in the autumn border, as cane toppers. 
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cottage garden 
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ahek 
This image Val'sioak Writing hut, modelled! 6] 
on therone used by Virginia Woolf at SS 
i, Monk's Housefis flankédrby an-autumn 7 
ay i) border. For'most of the year itf@madeltip’s, 
es Yor tall grasses and prairie planting, but in 
: ez Julyit'explodes into an autumnal palette 
m . | ©~oFrich colour. »2 > 


: —— Sy wt Below left This behehimade from Part of 
ret best Pal ude ak *athe’cottage's old’porch roofyis surrounded 
2% ‘wibyRosa Rhapsody in Blue (= ‘Frantasia’) » . x 
and pink perennial scabious grown from 
siSnautia macedonica Melton pastels poged. 


ae 
© od — | Below right Raised beds house a mixture 
a ra of organiéallyigfown vegetables ‘and. 
fowsraeeisaye by.a woodlandgarden. 
RI 


; fiox as'though it should be there, and auteeale 
feeling of space by blurring the border bétween S 
Val’s meadow and that of her neighbours. 


On a warm June day the scent of coconut, 
suffused with citrus and rose, pervades the 
air. That’s when I'm at my happiest 


[> map simply states ‘the hovel in the waste’ 
so grand style was never an option here. 
Bombproof roses that don’t suffer disease, 
include the warm-white floribunda 
Champagne Moments (= ‘Korvanaber’), the 
apricot-tinted pink Wildeve (= ‘Ausbonny’) 
and Pearl Drift (= “Leggab’) among others. 
A succession of peony flowers begin 
with the Molly the witch-hybrid ‘Claire de 
Lune’ and the rich-red “Buckeye Belle’ as 
a May apéritif. Both are regular Chelsea 
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Flower Show divas, but the main stars are 
the later P. lactiflora hybrids. The vibrant 
‘Karl Rosenfield’ usually has 50 strident 
pink-red flowers by early June. We also 

have softer French-bred ladies too, including 
the lemon-scented ‘Duchesse de Nemours’ 
and ‘Solange; which has stripy buds 
reminiscent of red mattress ticking. On 

a warm June day the scent of coconut, 
suffused with citrus and rose, pervades the 


air. That’s when I’m at my happiest. 


of Val’s favourite 
spring plants 


1Centranthus lecogqii 

This hardy valerian has insect-friendly 
lilac flowers from May onwards. 
Deadheaded it will flower until November, 
or you can shear it off completely in July, 
to encourage a late flourish. 1m. 


2 Knautia macedonica 

A perennial scabious that flowers from 
May. Much time is spent deadheading, 
but | can rely on months of bee-friendly 
buttons ina rare, rich red. Up to 90cm. 
RHS H7, USDA 5a-10bt. 


3 Stachys officinalis ‘Hummelo’ This is 
arefined betony, bred by the late German 
plant breeder Ernst Pagels and named 
after designer Piet Oudolf's own garden 
in the Netherlands. 50cm. 


4 Papaver orientale ‘Karine’ 
Bears masses of smaller beetroot- 
blotched, shell-pink saucers above 
refined, green foliage. 60cm. AGM* 
RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


5 Anemone hupehensis var. 

japonica ‘Pamina’ 

This hovers above our terrace, providing 
a veil of pink flowers from July until late in 
the season. The buds are like seed pear!s. 
lm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5b-10b. 


6 Rosa Champagne Moments 

(= ‘Korvanaber’) This Rose of the Year 
2006 is from Kordes, a German breeder 
that produces healthy roses that never 
need spraying. Im. AGM. USDA 6b-9b. 


7 Origanum laevigatum ‘Herrenhausen’ 
Apink and violet-purple vision that 
dazzles in August, luring the butterflies 
in with sugar-rich nectar. 60cm. AGM. 
RHS H7, USDA 5a-10b. 


8 Verbascum chaixii ‘Album’ 

A long-lived perennial with several slender 
tapers of white flowers smudged in 
purple-pink and dotted with orange 
stamens. 1m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


9 Geum ‘Totally Tangerine’ 

| use this close to vegetables, to 
encourage hoverflies to visit as their 
larvae are useful aphid predators. 
1m. USDA 4a-7b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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In brief 
Name Edulis nursery. 
Points of interest Nursery specialising in rare 
and edible plants, many reared from seed a “ys 
gollected ithe wild by owner Paul Barney a 
Where'’Berkshire. a . i 
Size 1,600 square metres. “ee 
Soil Improved clay-with flint. 
Climaté Temperatures range from 30°C in 

~ Summer to -8°C in winter. Average rainfall 65cm. 
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Edulis is located in the walled garden 
near Bere House, Paul's childhood 
home. Among the plants featured is 
the spectacular, wide-leaved, giant 
Rheum ‘Great Bere’ growing beneath 
the ancient Bramley apple tree on the 
left. A chance seedling, its stunning 
flower spires can grow to around 5m. 


specialist nursery 


Lies: work 
Avid plant collector Paul Barney has created a 


nursery packed with rare edible plants that are prized 
for their beauty as well as their flavour 


WORDS TANIA COMPTON: PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


efore he jumped from the 

remains of the MS Estonia, whose bulk had 
sunk into a tempestuous Baltic Sea back in 
1994, Paul Barney had a moment of calm 
and realised that, if he reached the life raft 
tossing in 40-foot waves and survived the icy 
open sea, he wouldn't need to make many 
changes to his life — a life devoted then, as 
now, to travel and plants. Paul’s wife Tete 
and their three-year-old daughter are new 
lodestars for this intrepid plant collector, but 
the cycle of nine months work balanced by 
three abroad that Paul, now in his fifties, 
adopted in his twenties, looks set to endure. 

The mantra that came to him as he lay 
recovering from hypothermia remains. “The 
words ‘live your dreams’ kept going around 
in my head so I made my bucket list and 
resolved to go to The Burren in May, then 
Ecuador and the Galapagos, and to climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro. The Estonia tragedy 
confirmed to me I was doing what I wanted, 
but I decided to spend less time at the 
drawing board, get my hands back in the 
soil and do something about this place.” 

‘This place’ is a quarter of an acre of 
Berkshire, enclosed in beautiful Georgian flint 
and brick walls. Originally the kitchen garden 


LEFT, BOTTOM ROW 


1A leafy driveway of large-leaved limes leads up 
to Edulis nursery, which is set in the walled garden 
of the old Bere Court Farm, in Berkshire. 


2 Paul in front of a patch of globe artichokes. 
Cynara cardunculus ‘Bere’ which were growing here 
when his father bought the garden in 1959. 


3 Edulis specialises in growing many rare, shady 
plants, including many of Paul's own collection, 
which he grows here in the shade tunnel. 

4 Paul loves these old containers to display his 
plants. Here he's filled one with the delicate, white 
umbels and ferny foliage of Ligusticum lucidum. 


to a Georgian house, Bere Court, Paul and his 
siblings lived out much of their childhood in 
the adjoining Bere House, growing food with 
their father. Paul would periodically return 
and grow edible plants he was curious to learn 
about, and it is the fruits of those trials that he 
wants more gardeners to experiment with. 

Edulis, whose name derived from the 
number of plants he found himself growing 
with that epithet, is now a thriving nursery 
with few staff so Paul can easily lock up and 
take to the road. It was borne out of his 
“frustration at not being able to readily source 
the edible plants I wanted to incorporate into 
landscape architecture projects.” Hence the 
drawing board. “I can see clearly how the 
various phases of my life had been knitting 
together and building up to what I do now.” 
Landscape architecture followed an impressive 
roster of learning, and life. Between a degree 
in biology and geology, a master’s in soil 
science and a PhD at Aberystwyth researching 
nitrogen flow, Paul was part of a co-operative 
in Wales and volunteered for nine months at 
the Centre for Alternative Technology. 

He enrolled on the first Permaculture 
Design course in the UK, became a trustee 
of the Soil Association, built reed beds and 
water gardens, and planted forests and 
community woodland. He also travelled 
extensively, gravitating to foreign market 
stalls throughout the temperate world. 

Edible plants may be the driving force 
behind the nursery and Paul’s show stands, 
but his plant loves and knowledge extend 
from cloud trees to the denizens of the forest 
floor and everything in between. Rosa 
“Climbing Iceberg’ sits cheek by jowl with 
Rosa roxburghii (collected in Guizhou, China 
in 2011) in the exquisitely weed-free > 


93 


Clever combinations 


Paul has put together four beautiful planting 
ideas for you to recreate 


Top row, right Delicate flowers in white, blue and pale 
pink, contrast beautifully with the luxuriant, green 
spikes of the Japanese hardy ginger. 1 Tulbaghia ‘Fairy 
Star’ 2 Baptisia australis (AGM) 3 Ligusticum lucidum 
4 Bletilla striata f. gebina 5 Zingiber mioga 6 Pimpinella 
major ‘Rosea’. 


Top row, far right All of these plants work well grown 
in pots. Paul prefers to use old containers he picks up 
at fairs and shows, which add an air of individuality. 

1 Pimpinella tripartita 2 Tulbaghia cominsii x Tulbaghia 
violacea 3 Tulbaghia ‘Fairy Star’ 4 Bletilla striata 
(AGM) 5 Orlaya grandiflora. 


Bottom row, right By using bold foliage in different 
shades of green Paul has given this shady corner 

a stylish look. 1 Aralia cordata 2 Allium ampeloprasum 
3 Allium hookeri ‘Zorami’ 4 Tulbaghia natalensis (AGM) 
5 Valeriana officinalis 6 Sanguisorba officinalis 
“‘Tsetseguun’ 7 Rosa ‘Fimbriata’ . 


Bottom row, far right These herbs and roses create 
heady scents for warm summer evenings. 1 Tulbaghia 
‘Moshoeshoe' 2 Rosa ‘Fimbriata’ 3 Valeriana officinalis. 


[> nursery rows. Wide borders at the foot of 
the nursery walls display a feast of instructive 
and artistic combinations in sun and shade. 

On a spring day, with blinding blossom 
on a gnarled old apple tree, we are deafened 
by the hum of bees. They are congregating on 
massive flower spikes of Rheum ‘Great Bere’, 

a chance seedling. Parsnips have been left to 
flower next to a clump of Babington’s leeks, 
with Cynara cardunculus Bere. These are 

all grown as border plants with Crambe 
cordifolia and Gillenia stipulata. Pale primrose 
Roscoea cautleyoides ‘Vanilla rises out of dark 
leaved angelica ‘Ebony’. 

I leave Edulis laden with palate cleansers, 
blood purifiers, kidney tonics, vitamin 
boosters and hair strengtheners. Schisandra 
chinensis combines a hangover cure, liver 
stimulant and aphrodisiac in one hit of edible 
berries, “and it was used by Japanese fighter 
pilots to aid night vision”. These may be 
edible weeds but they are also beautiful 
plants. Forget the spa, visit Edulis instead. 


+ Turn the page for Paul's selection of unusual 
edible and striking plants. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Edulis, The Walled Garden, Tidmarsh 
Lane, Pangbourne, Berkshire RG8 8HT. 

Tel 01635 578113. Website[edulis.co.uk] 
Open By appointment only, or on open 

days, see website for details. 
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of Paul’s favourite 
edible plants 


Edulis nursery owner 
Paul Barney has 
chosen a dozen of 
the best ornamental 
and edible plants to 
enliven both your 
garden and kitchen 


1 Poncirus trifoliata ‘Flying Dragon’ 

The contorted form of Poncirus trifoliata 
creates a spectacular frame and produces 
small, bitter but still edible, yellow lemon- 
like fruits. The whole plant is strongly 
aromatic. Fruit can be used in marmalade 
or arefreshing drink. 1.8m. USDA 6a-10b. 


2 Smallanthus sonchifolius ‘Morado’ 
More commonly known as the yacon or 
Peruvian ground apple, this architectural 
plant with large triangular leaves is a 
relative of the Dahlia. It produces tubers 
that have a crisp, sweet flesh and can be 
eaten raw in salads or cooked in stir fries, 
and have a very low glycemic index (Gl), 
making it a great sweetener for diabetics 
and coeliacs. In the central Andes, where 
the plant originates, people also make a 
tea out of the leaves. 2m. 


3 Toona sinensis 

Also known as the Chinese cedar, this 
delightful deciduous tree has large edible 
pinnate leaves. The young shoots are 
rich in vitamin A, and when cooked have 
a garlic-like flavour. 20m. 


4 Oenanthe javanica ‘Flamingo’ 

The colourful foliage of this low-spreading, 
bushy plant makes it a really useful ground 
cover. Everyone went mad about it as an 
ornamental a few years ago not realising 
it's a really delicious edible. Although some 
species, such as O. crocata, aka hemlock, 
are poisonous. 15-30cm. USDA 4b-9b. 


5 Zingiber mioga 

This hardy Japanese ginger hates winter 
wet. The flower buds and young shoots in 
spring are delicious with sashimi, added to 
miso soup or pickled. Thrives in wooded 
areas in free-draining soil. 

60-90cm. USDA 7a-10b. 


6 Oxalis tuberosa 

Also known as oca or New Zealand yam, 
these knobbly stem tubers have been grown 
for centuries in the Andes by the Quechua 
people. The tubers range in colour from red 
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specialist nursery 


to brown or yellow and are highly nutritious 
with a lemony taste, and you can also cook 
and eat the young stems and clover-like 
leaves. Best harvested around Christmas, it 
needs earthing up in September to keep 
early frost off the tubers. 25cm. 


7 Trifolium repens ‘Isabella’ 

A striking, red-leaved clover from the Danish 
plant breeder Malene Jensen. An edible 
plant that looks great in containers and 
hanging baskets but is equally at home ina 
border. Has nitrogen-fixing roots, nectar- 
laden flowers and leaves high in protein. 
Fully hardy. Needs a sunny position. 20cm. 


8 Ligusticum lucidum 

This Mediterranean lovage is a beautiful 
umbellifer and one of my favourites — my 
whole list could be made up of umbellifers 
— with soft, ferny foliage and neat, white 
heads. Its finely cut foliage and young 
shoots can be used in salads. Seeds freely 
and happy in sun or part shade. 40-50cm. 


9 Myrrhis odorata ‘Forncett Chevron’ 

A perennial umbellifer with edible leaves. It 
has a mild aniseed flavour, and can be cooked 
with rhubarb to remove its tartness. Originally 
from the old Four Seasons Nursery in 

Norfolk, it was selected for the marbled 
variation in the centre of its leaf. 40-80cm. 


10 Tulbaghia ‘Fairy Star’ 

Long flowering, often starting in April and 
continuing to October, this needs a well- 
drained sunny position. Flowers can be 
eaten in salads and have a sweet flavour; 
leaves can be eaten raw or cooked. 
Sometimes called ‘society garlic’ because 
it doesn't give you bad breath. 50cm. 


11 Rheum ‘Great Bere’ 

A chance seedling with pinky-plumed 
flower spikes that have reached as high as 
5m. It attracts numerous beneficial insects 
and is probably the most dramatic plant in 
my garden. Very happy ina dry, shady 
border. The leaf stems can be eaten like 
rhubarb and have an apple-like flavour 
when cooked. 3-5m. 


12 Zanthoxylum simulans 

This Chinese prickly ash, is one of several 
shrubby species collectively called Sichuan 
pepper. The brownish-red seeds are 
extensively used in cooking — | make a 
paste from the young shoots and add it to 
stir fries. This form was collected as berries 
at a market in Laigong, China, sold by two 
very smiley old ladies. 6m. USDA 6a-9b. 
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Enjoy huge savings 


Don't miss our biggest ever 2-for-1 Gardens to Visit Card and Guide 
FREE, ONLY with the May issue of BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine. 


With entry to 330 gardens, this reusable 
card will give you 2-for-1 entry to some 
of the UK's most outstanding gardens, 
while saving you £EEs. 


Savings include... 
Kew Gardens, save £14.50 
The Eden Project, save £23.50 
Pensthorpe, save £11.25 
Wakehurst Place Garden, save £12.50 
Alnwick Gardens, save £13.75 


Card valid for entry to gardens until April 2015 unless otherwise stated in the guide 


PLUS search for all the gardens online and view 
hundreds of images al, 


design 


Latest design news, design sourcebook 
NEWS COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


DESIGN AWARDS 
Nautical benches 


These park benches, which float like sailing 
boats above the grassy waterfront of the 

St Lawrence river at Verchéres near Montreal, 
have won the jury's top award at Quebec's 
Grands Prix du Design 2014 for local designer 
Félix Guyon. The white oak benches are 
encased in concrete and metal and tilted 

at ten degrees for comfortable sitting. 
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Raised beds, planters, 
retaining walls & ponds - 


build it with WoodBlocxX! 


WoodBlocxX are a natural, elegant and simple system 
for designing and creating structures in your garden. 


The BlocX are manufactured in the Highlands of Scotland from 
sustainably sourced local timber. Different combinations of BlocX 
can be used to make all sorts of garden structures on soil, grass 
or hard surfaces like paving and tarmac. 

The clever part of WoodBlocx is that the blocks are rigidly joined 
together with special dowels and wedges made from recycled 
plastic. Because there is no need for any heavy lifting, drilling, 
screws or nails, BlocX can easily be built by anyone. 


WoodBlocx is perfect for... 


and anything you can ne 
“T Call us to order: | 


‘ Freephone 0800 389 1420 
Email us on...admin@WoodBlocX.co.uk 


WoodBlocx, Munro Sawmills, Old Evanton Road, Dingwall, Ross-Shire, Scotland |V15 9UN 


WoodBlocX 


é Whether it be for 
edging to lawns 
paths, trees or 


flower beds the versatility 
of EverEdge products 


is second to none 


ur Design 
Os: SIC 


EASYBED 


EverEdge offer a wide range EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original, If you need raised beds, 

of galvanised steel flexible perfect for most simple edging requirements. versatile EverEdge EasyBed 

edging products to make Install it and your edges are maintenance-free. _ lets you design them just how you want 

gardeners’ lives easier and their Just mow over for a perfect edge. them. The patented hinge system makes it 

gardens more attractive. quick and easy to create virtually any size and 
PROEDGE shape you require. 


It's the permanent way to 
maintain neat edges for lawns, 
paths, flower and vegetable beds. 


For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge. 


It's 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider 
spikes for extra stability. 


~~ §Made in 
Britain 

Sino 
DESIGNED 


Please write, telephone, or visit our website - 


for more information 


GARDEN RINGS 


To achieve neat and 

clean circles around . 
trees and shrubs, use EverEpce 
an EverEdge Garden Ring, 

which is simply assembled with two coach THE EDGING COMPANY 
bolts at each joint. 


EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717 
Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk 
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DESIGNER GARDEN 

A place for art 

A garden designed by Sarah Price is at the 
heart of an elegant new extension to the 
Whitworth Art Gallery in Manchester. 


Blossom trees and loosely clipped evergreen —_ orchard garden with a hedgerow bank, 
planted with wild flowers and ferns, and two 


hedging frame the space, while an informal 


planting of perennials and grasses, anchored open areas, a mossy clearing and a cobbled 
by evergreens, forms a background for 
displaying art. To the side, is a narrow 


area carpeted with the creeper Soleirolia 
soleirolii. Designed by MUMA Architects, the 
new glass, stainless steel and brick 
extension opens in October. 


A WARM GLOW 


This Italian-made hexagonal lantern is ideal 
for taking outdoors on summer evenings to 
provide pools of diffused light in the garden. 
Made in metal with satin 
acrylic, it comes in white 
pearl or black and has a 
braided leather handle. 
Available in three 
sizes: 25cm high 
(£490, mains or 
battery), 40cm high 
(£620, mains or 
battery) and 60cm 


use, mains only). 
Available at Keir Townsend, 
142 Old Brompton Road, 
London SW7 4NR 
Tel 020 7746 2442 
Ikeirtownsend.com) 


high (£810, indoor 


APL AWARDS 
Rectory victory 


The formal design for the approach to a Gothic Victorian rectory 
in Suffolk has won two awards in the Association of Professional 
Landscapers (APL) Awards 2014. The design incorporates 
hornbeam hedging, yew cubes and box-head limes softened by 
grasses in front of the house and an avenue of limes on the 
approach. Stewart Landscape Construction took the Supreme 
Award for the build while designers Deakinlock Garden Design 


won Best Project over £250,000,flandscaper.org.uk 


101 


NEWS 


at Easton Walled Gardens, Lincs, 
including includes Designing a Family 

Petersham Lodge and House, Garden (16 May) and Willow 
are opening to the public on Bird Sculpture Workshop 
Sunday 1 June for charity. (21 May). Tel 01476 530063; 
Tickets £8 in advance (£10 on 

the day) for entrance to all ten. 
with Fergus 


Festival 2014. The artist is renowned for her six-metre-tall bronze sculpture and works in 


Cedar sculptures monumental pieces made from cedar, such other materials. Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
Europe's first large-scale exhibition of the as this 2008 work Blackened Word. The until 4 January 2015, |ysp.co.uK, A new piece 
work of acclaimed American artist Ursula exhibition of more than 40 works of drawing in layered cedar strips is also on show at the 
von Rydingsvard has opened at Yorkshire and sculpture, displayed outdoors andinthe = Chelsea Flower Show, 20-24 May, on the 
Sculpture Park as part of the Yorkshire Underground Gallery, includes a new Laurent-Perrier garden (see page 34). 


People and plants 


An exciting programme of events exploring the relationship between 
plants and people kicks off at the Siobhan Davies Dance studios in 
London this month, with installations including this by Daniel Lobb. 
Future events include a talk by Dan Pearson (26 June) and a walk 

to plant a meadow with Guerrilla Gardener Richard Reynolds. 


Human-Nature, 15 May - 14 December; 


Garrett: Meadow Gardening Journées des Plantes, 16-18 


(9 June), Exotic Gardening May; domaine-de-courson.fr 
(22 Sept), Using Bulbs + Join GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
(13 October). Tel 01797 onan exclusive tour to some of 
252878)[greatdixter.co.uk] France's rarely seen gardens in 
October that will include a visit 

celebrates its to Courson’s autumn show. 
60th anniversary with the See 
theme Plant Diversity. Les [visits|for details. 
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ALERIE LELO? 


ARD, YC 


JURTESY URSUL 


Se Primrose.co.u 


SPLASH ABOUT AGAIN ~ | THINK 
THE NEKHEOURS 


UK sourced * Antiques 
Architectural *« Pots * Ornaments 


28 Marquees, 116 Outdoor Clocks, 151 Benches, 
272 Greenhouses, 2917 Plants, 1147 Planters, 519 Tools, 
177 Furniture Covers, 646 Patio Awnings, 1035 Water Features 


For an enviable garden www.primrose.co.u aid 


*jealous neighbours not included 0118 903 5210 


www.}sgardens.co.uk] 01905 381679 / 07930 


Creating your dream garden starts here... 
with members of the British Association of Landscape Industries 


The work of BALI designers and contractors can be seen in the Show Gardens at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
Visit us on the BALI stand, number EA/87, to talk to some of our members. 


British 


To find a BALI disasaciadi Hor, Contractor, or affiliated supplier of quality landscape products near you, visit the BALI directory at: Association 
of Landscape 


Y (a 
k| or call us today for information or advice on 02476 690333 BALI | fuisice 


INSPIRATIONAL 


GARDEN § 


eee PESUGNS 


¢ FRUIT CAGES * RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
© ARCHES * PERGOLAS © OBELISKS & SUPPORTS 
¢ GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT * NETTING & PROTECTION... 


Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit 


10% OFF QUOTE TFPAGL3 


eet 
eautiful 


Saccnin established. 


Ds ; Bincuri Wildflowe ler 


is pre-grown with native 
wildflowers and grasses 
and rolls out with ease. 


01904 448675 + [indum@turT.co.uK 
> @lindumturf 


WWW.turt.cO.uUkK Lindum 


CED Natural Stone 


PROUD SUPPLIERS TO THE 2014 APL AWARD WINNING GARDEN 
DESIGNED AND BUILT BY LANDSPACE DESIGN & LANDSCAPING 


CONGRATULATIONS ON WINNING 


BEST IN CATEGORY, OVERALL DESIGN & BUILD, AND OVERALL HARD LANDSCAPING 


www.ced.|td.uk 
enquiries@ced.|itd.uk &D 
01708 867237 =e, 
Nationwide Depots 


— His @ & 3% CAD Ethicat Trading initiative Stone 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Plant supports 


Looking for the perfect plant support? Here's our pick of the crop 


TALL AND SLIM 


ARTS AND CRAFTS RUSTED IRON 
Painted and western red cedar obelisks Rose basket Elegance runner bean frame 
From £149, 01728 727449, £35, 01773 550495, £101, 0845 260 4450, 
woodengardenobelisk.co.uk| 


leanderplantsupports.co.uk agritrames.co.uk 


PLEASURE DOME FLOWER POWER NATURAL CURVES 
Rusted flower pyramid Oak shrub support 
£19, 0800 096 0938, 


Onion cage 
From £95, 020 8464 5327, 


£69, 01538 753128, 
artisanplantsupports.co.uk secretgardensturniture.com 


manutactum.co.uk' 


|e 


SHORT AND SWEET COTTAGE GARDEN CHARM 
Tall circular support Gertrude Belle Willow plant supports 
£24, 01363 84514, Bespoke, 01905 420118, 


£32, 0845 402 5300, 
worcestercoppicecraftts.co.uk 


harrodhorticultural.com 


plantbelles.co.uk 


JAM 
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Claim your FREE COPY 


of Homes & Antiques magazine 


WHAT TO EXPECT IN 
YOUR FREE ISSUE: 


HOMES Every issue has four beautiful 
homes plus ‘get the look’ sections 


ie | 
ANTIQUES Discover the world of 
antiques, from silver to cranberry glass 


; 
Antieguics 
inthe 


FAIRS The best antiques fairs every 
month, plus receive cut-price entry 


= SI & AN 


1 Crlebrate colour 
| Celebrat Bet | 


0843 504 4920' 


OVE 


ON © HIGHGR 
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AN 
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* GARDEN VISITS 
* Right royal treat 
Highgrove House in Gloucestershire has been home to HRH The Prince of Wales for more than 
« 30 years. Over that time The Prince has transformed the land adjoining the house into a:series of 
exquisite gardens that are celebrated in a new book, reviewed overleaf. A passionate and experienced 
gardener himself, Prince Charles has put many of his gardening ideals and organic principles into play 
in the gardens, which are open to a limited number of visitors on selected dates between April and 


October each year. For information on tours visit highgrovegardens.com/garden-tours 
¢ Also look out for the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED feature on Highgrove Gardens next summer. 
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Book reviews 


HIGHGROVE: A GARDEN 
CELEBRATED 

by HRH The Prince of Wales 

with Bunny Guinness, 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, £35 

ISBN 978-0297869351 
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HGH GROVE 


‘\ | lin hd 


V GARDEN 


CELEBRATED 


Since HRH The Prince of Wales 
started work on the garden of his 
private residence at Highgrove in 
Gloucestershire, what had once been 
little more than a lawn, a brown 
path and some straggling thorns has, 
over the years, metamorphosed into 
a rolling sequence of extraordinary 
individual gardens. 

Created with the help of some 
of Britain’s finest garden designers, 
including Sir Roy Strong, the late 
Rosemary Verey, Julian and 
Isabel Bannerman, Mollie the 
Marchioness of Salisbury, plus a 
terrific gardening team currently led 
by Debs Goodenough, Highgrove 
embodies the Prince’s passionate 
gardening ideals, organic principles 
and long-standing concerns for 
global sustainability. 

This, the latest of several books 
on Highgrove, celebrates 34 years of 
a now mature garden. Brief 
introductions by The Prince of 
Wales lead you through the garden 
a season at a time. (I quailed only 
slightly at HRH’s enthusiasm in 
October for ‘the eagerly anticipated 
first Brussels sprout heralding a 
winter diet of this delectable 
vegetable’). They are accompanied 


The Cottage 
Garden's new 
Summerhouse 
provides Prince 
Charles with a place 
to work when 
showers threaten to 
curtail his writing. 


by enchanting botanical drawings by 
Carolyn Jenkins. 
Bunny Guinness, the writer, 


landscape and garden designer, 
paints an instructive backdrop as she 
writes about the thinking behind 
each garden. She includes reference 
to the mistakes — always a comfort 
for lesser gardeners — as well as the 
many triumphs. She also covers 
plans for the garden in the future. 

What makes this book stand out 
are the stunning photographs from a 
trio of distinguished photographers: 
Marianne Majerus, Andrew Butler, 
and Andrew Lawson. The pictures 
sing from every page. 

Elsewhere there are images so 
breathtaking I want to jump into 
them, like the children in Mary 
Poppins. All are well served by this 
exceptionally produced book, with 
its unusually comprehensive plant 


list and back endpapers so fine I only 
wish they’d featured in the front too. 

The Prince, an accomplished 
and experienced gardener, is a 
pragmatic man who appreciates that 
‘Some may not like [the garden], 
others may scoff that it is not in the 
real world, or is merely an expensive 
indulgence’, while wishing, 
nonetheless, that ‘those who visit... 
may find something to inspire, 
excite, fascinate or soothe them: 

You will find all this here, in a 
book that does elegant justice to 
the design, passion, inspiration and 
work behind a remarkable garden. 


Camilla Swift is a freelance 
garden writer. 


book offer 
RRP £35. Reader offer 
price £33, including p&p. 
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KITCHEN GARDEN EXPERTS 
By Cinead McTernan, photography by Jason Ingram, 


Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711234963 


KITCHEN! 
1GARDEN | 


The farm-to-plate revolution first 
evangelised by Alice Waters at her 
California restaurant Chez Panisse 
in the mid 1970s is now firmly 
established in the UK. Chefs across 
the country have realised that the 
best ingredients are those grown as 
close to hand as possible. 

The fruitful partnership 
between grower and chef is what 
this book celebrates. It functions 
both as a vegetable grower’s 
handbook and a book of recipes. 

In addition, since it is organised by 
region, it can also be used as a guide 
to restaurants that celebrate freshly 
picked produce. 

Each chapter features a different 
restaurant, with particular focus 
on one or two crops and specific 
cultivation tips from the growers. It 
includes the best of practical advice, 
drawn from real life rather than 
theoretical gardens, on pests, 
propagating and which varieties 
taste best. Each crop has a ‘calendar’ 
box to remind you when to plant it. 

There are two recipes for each 
restaurant (beautifully photographed) 
and images of plots so orderly and 
well maintained it’s enough to make 
you weep. Or if you are more 


optimistic they offer armchair 
escapism into the aspirational 
world of the perfect plot. 

Some of the great ideas that 
I noted down while reading were 
to harvest vegetables straight into 
a bucket of cold water — both to 
help with cleaning and to preserve 
quality — and to use the soil as a 
guide to when to start sowing. If 
you can see a rash of weed seedlings 
then it’s time to get going. 

Heritage varieties are strongly 
recommended, as are unusual 
things you can’t buy (chervil root 
Chaerophyllum bulbosum described 
as having a taste of white chocolate 
and parsnip sounds tempting). All 
the gardeners featured loved their 
soil, feeding and mulching 
throughout the year. Many agreed 
that for the best flavour it was better 
not to over water. 

The prose is workmanlike and 
dense with information. Captions 
are accurate and informative. Some 
of the recipes are dauntingly 
technical, but there are enough 
dishes to tempt the sub-Michelin 
star standard chef, in particular the 
River Café’s sorrel frittata with 
mascarpone and Skye Gyngell’s 
plum and almond tart. A book that 
helps gardeners grow for taste, while 
promoting organic practices and 
year-round productivity, is one to 
be recommended. 


Jojo Tulloh is a food writer and 
a regular columnist for GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED — see page 25. 


book offer 
RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18, including p&p. 


THE GARDENS THAT 
MENDED A MARRIAGE 
by Karen Moloney, 

Muswell Press, £9.99 

ISBN 978-0957556836 


Ive known couples split up over 

a garden, citing extravagant 
expenditure, wildly differing tastes — 
and once when a dyspeptic husband 
painted the furniture scarlet. 

Gardens can expose marital fault 
lines, and Karen Moloney saw the 
cracks. When her children left home 
she realised she was more excited by 
reading 1001 Gardens You Must See 
Before You Die than living with her 
architect husband Stan. This 
amusing and achingly honest book 
charts how the couple worked out 
their differences in the creation of a 
new garden — and home — in Spain. 

The author researched the 
subject by visiting some of the 
world’s major gardens in every 
continent, falling into the trap of 
every passionate gardener, that of 
wanting every beautiful thing, all the 
time, deludedly thinking that she 
can bend the soil, climate and 
geography of her new garden to her 
will. Alas, we know it’s not possible, 
but it’s good fun watching her try. 

If the book sometimes feels a bit 
like Eat, Pray, Love for gardeners it’s 
also uncomfortably recognisable 
territory for those who know they'd 
rather do a day’s weeding in the rain 
than talk to their other half. 


Caroline Beck is a garden writer. 
book offer 


RRP £9.99. Reader offer 
price £9.50, including p&p. 
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Spring - A brilliant time to 
deal with heating problems! 


Se 
7S 


Amazingly efficient, fully controllable, slim & attractive. 


British made electric heating from Sunflow 


It is our nature to yearn for the Summer and put things off for 
the Autumn. However, while the cool nights are still with us 
we won’t forget the cold spots in the house or how cranky and 
expensive the current heating system is. The worst thing is 
getting to October and finding that everything has ground to 
a halt. 


Waiting too long may mean a hurried decision and worse, a 
wrong decision. A quick fix is often an expensive fix and could 
well lead to more costly changes in a year or two. 


Whether it is just one or two rooms or the whole home Sunflow 
want you to think differently. 


Invincible Heaters™ are the only refractory clay heaters 
to carry the British Standards Institute KiteMark. 


No need to buy ‘off-the-shelf’ refractory heaters when Sunflow’s 
made-to-order, bespoke heaters make much more sense both 
financially and by design. 


Sunflow’s superb Invincible range is Made in Britain! 
We invite you to compare the quality. 


Invincible Heaters are built to last with a life expectancy of 
40 years. Invincible heaters are built with care, precision and 
pride at our Royal Wootton Bassett factory, carrying on a north 
Wiltshire tradition of British engineering excellence. 


Each made-to-order heater has a 10 year guarantee 
and, unlike other electric heaters, this includes 10 years 
on the controls. 


The Sunflow ‘manufacturer’s guarantee’ means that in the 
unlikely event something does go wrong we come to you. A 
foreign manufacturers guarantee may mean their heater would 
have to go back to the factory. How do you send a heating 
system back to Germany? Who pays the transport? 


INTELLIGENT POWER MANAGEMENT. 


Red - Amber - Green Invincible heaters 

let you know when they are drawing full power, 

such as when the room is cold, reduced power 

as it approaches the temperature you set and 

no power draw whilst maintaining the comfort ae 
itis 


Standards 
Institute Tested 


setting you require. 


Lots of our customers have replaced night 
storage, gas, oil and LPG systems with Sunflow 
heaters. Sunflow has fully qualified Gas Safe 
engineers and electricians with a great deal of 


Also available 
as IPX4 for use 
in bathrooms 


experience in replacing old systems. 


All our heaters are also available in a huge 
range of colours and finishes. 


For your FREE brochure call our 24hr Brochure Line on: 0800 158 8270 


Questions? Call Suzanne on 0800 158 8272 


Reg. No.528940 


Book reviews 


Garden Voices 


GARDEN VOICES: 
AUSTRALIAN DESIGNERS 
— THEIR STORIES 

by Anne Latreille, Bloomings Books, 
£49.99, ISBN 978-0646905204 


At the age of 22 I worked as a 
landscaper in Australia for a year, 
and recently went back to see some 
gardens and to experience the 
power of its vast natural landscape. 
This book certainly isn’t a ‘handy 
pocket-sized companior’ but it was 
well worth lugging around with me 
as it gave plenty of insight into 
Australian garden design. Anne 
Latreille is a hugely respected 
garden writer down under and this 
book proves why; the research is 
deep and comprehensive yet flows 
easily through her engaging style. 
Nineteen key designers/design 
practices are covered, dating back to 
William Guilfoyle of Melbourne 
Botanic Garden (who died in 1912) 
and Edna Walling (died 1973), to 
contemporary designers including 
Vladimir Sitta, Fiona Brockhoff and 
Taylor, Cullity, Lethlean (TCL), the 
design team behind the new face of 
Australian native gardening at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. 
Overall there’s a good balance 
of serious residential and public 
landscape with very few ‘outdoor 
rooms, which are often associated 
with Australian designers. The 
chapters line up alphabetically 


rather than chronologically, which 
may annoy some, but for me kept it 
varied and flowing, both visually 
and content wise. Each chapter is 
broken down into the designer’s 
‘Life’ “Work and “Message; with a 
box at the end of each entitled ‘And 
in Australian Gardens’ where key 
techniques and rationale are picked 
out. As well as charting the relatively 
short history of Australian garden 
design, there’s no doubt this book 
aims to define a strong horticultural 
identity going forward too. 

I particularly liked the sketches 
and garden plans dropped into 
most chapters. They add texture 
and personality on the page but 
also help one to understand the 
dynamics, scale and geography of 
some gardens and will no doubt 
be a useful aid to designers. The 
photographic reproduction is 
understandably inconsistent due to 
the varied technology available over 
the years. Most images are excellent, 
but some are a little weak and used 
as fillers. I wish some of the stronger 
images were larger, which would 
mean either fewer of them ora 
bigger book overall; although any 
bigger and it simply wouldn't have 
made it round Oz with me, which 
would have been a huge shame. 


Joe Swift is a designer, journalist 
and presenter of Gardeners’ World. 


book offer 


RRP £49.99. Reader offer 


price £48, including p&p. 


The 
Kno 
Maintenance* 
Perennial 
Garden 


THE KNOW 
MAINTENANCE 
PERENNIAL GARDEN 

by Roy Diblik, Timber Press, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1604693348 


Written by the American plantsman 
behind the Lurie Garden at the 
Millennium Park in Chicago, Roy 
Diblik, the main motive of this book 
is to encourage the reader to use a 
modular grid to plant and maintain 
perennials. It starts with a critical 
look at poorly conceived planting 
before imparting a wider 
understanding of root systems, 
growth rates and habits. 

The second part is devoted to 
the choice of plants, with advice 
on planting and aftercare, and 
photographs and suggestions for 
combinations. Inspired by Great 
Dixter, Piet Oudolf and various 
climatic conditions, there follows a 
themed section of 62 rectangular 
plans, each 3m x 1.2m. Shown on 
each grid are planting positions plus 
a formula for calculating how many 
plants are needed and their required 
maintenance. The final chapter 
profiles well-known plantspeople, 
their styles, projects and methods. 

Although much of the text and 
plant names are in the US idiom, the 
common-sense approach should 
make this a much used reference for 
garden designers and landscapers. 


Rosemary Alexander is principal 
of The English Gardening School, 
based at the Chelsea Physic Garden. 


book offer 
RRP £14.99. Reader offer 
price £13.49, including p&p. 
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Book reviews 


VITA SACKVILLE-WEST’S SISSINGHURST: 
THE CREATION OF A GARDEN 
by Vita Sackville-West and Sarah Raven, 


Virago, £30, ISBN 978-1844088966 


VEPA SACKVILLE-WEST’S 


Sissinghurst 


The Creation-of a Garden 


E-WEST & SARAH 


Does the world need another book 
on Sissinghurst? Not only is it one 
of the most-visited gardens in the 
world but also one of the most 
written about. Existing books range 
from cynical attempts to cash in on 
the Sissinghurst name, to a small 
clutch of well-written appreciations 
(including my favourite, by Anne 


Scott-James, now sadly out of print). 


In truth, there are few authors 
who could justify adding to the 
groaning pile, but Sarah Raven is the 
shining exception. Not only is she a 
talented writer and gardener in her 
own right, she is also Vita Sackville- 
West’s granddaughter-in-law and 
she lives at Sissinghurst. 

As she writes in her 
introduction, ‘Tm lucky to have 
spent ten years of my life entwined 
with Vita and Sissinghurst? She is 
then uniquely qualified and Vita 
Sackville-West’s Sissinghurst is a 
delight from start to finish. 

Sarah begins by setting the 
garden in its historical context, from 
its 16th-century origins to Vita’s 
arrival in 1930. She then goes on to 
explore Vita’s garden themes — 
primarily her innovative approach 


to colour (exemplified by the 
White Garden, Purple Border 
and ‘sunset-coloured’ Cottage 
Garden), her ‘cram, cram, cram’ 
approach to generous planting, 
advocacy of flowering shrubs and 
her passion for scent. 

Vita was famously dismissive of 
her own garden writing, regarding it 
as of a lower order than the poetry 
she also wrote. However, her delight 
in the garden that she and her 
husband, Harold Nicolson, created 
together still shines through every 
word she penned on the subject and 
Sarah largely allows her to speak for 
herself. Neither woman, you suspect, 
would suffer fools gladly, or shy away 
from a task on grounds of poor 
weather or health. Both give advice 
based on first-hand experience and 
both have a quiet confidence in their 
ability to choose a good-looking 
cultivar. It is fascinating to ponder 
how they would get on if they met. 

Sarah acknowledges where Vita 
got things wrong — primarily in her 
mania to send rampant climbers 
up fruit trees — but mainly reveres 
what she got right. 

And she does allow herself a 
quiet, last word on the subject of 
conditioning flowers cut for the 
house. Vita bashed her woody stems. 
Sarah prefers to sear hers in boiling 
water. Sarah has a book entitled The 
Cutting Garden already to her credit. 
Fertile battle ground. 


Jodie Jones is a freelance garden 
writer and former deputy editor of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 


book offer 
RRP £30. Reader offer 
price £27, including p&p. 


A WOMAN'S SHED 


OFFER’ 
by Gill Heriz, PRICE 
£18 
CICO Books, £19.99 
ISBN 978-1782490999 


Refuge, workspace or just a 
storage place: a book on why 
women have sheds, showing 
how they customise them. 


THE WILDLIFE GARDEN 
by John Lewis-Stempel, 

OFFER 
How To Books, £8.99 PRICE 
ISBN 978-0716023494 £8.49 
A guide to attracting and 
caring for wildlife in your 
garden, while creating a 
space that you'll enjoy too. 


HANDMADE FOR OFFER 
THE GARDEN ples 
by Susan Guagliumi, : 
Abrams Books, £16.99 

ISBN 978-1617690976 

Simple and creative projects 
to enhance outdoor space, 
from an expert on crafts. 


CREATIVE VEGETABLE 
GARDENING 

by Joy Larkcom, 

Mitchell Beazley, £18.99 
ISBN 978-1845339241 
New edition of this expert’s 
classic, on combining edibles 
with flowers and foliage. 


OFFER 
PRICE 
£16.99 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go togardensilustrateccom/shop) 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles 
mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 

Alternatively, call 01872 562318 

with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4W4J. Free delivery within UK. 
Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, please 
call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days delivery and available while stocks last. 


bd es r& - ae 
Sissinghurst Sun Seat 


Solomonic 4 Seater Pavilion 3 Seater 


Traditional, Contemporary & Bespoke Garden Furniture 
Made from lroko or Oak 3K Made in the UK 
Andrew Crace, 33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 [www.andrewcrace.com 


Reader offers 


| pi 15% off Peter Nijssen alliums 


Our Plant Profile this month highlights a fantastic selection of alliums (See page 76), perfect for adding structure and drama to both 
formal planting schemes and more naturalistic looking gardens. Bulb expert Peter Nijssen in the Netherlands (where our pictures were 
shot) is offering a 15% discount on the featured alliums (except for Allium nigrum ‘Silver Spring’ which is not included in this offer.) 


Allium schubertii A. obliquum A. pskemense A. ‘Firmament’ 


A. karataviense A. huber-morathii 


ANNAICK GUITTENY 


A. nevskianum A. litvinovii A. atropurpureum A. amplectens A. convallarioides A. hollandicum A. chloranthum 
‘Graceful Beauty’ pink form ‘Purple Surprise’ 
HOW TO ORDER 
Order online at{pcnijssen.nl|quoting offer code GARDENO514 Payment details Pay by credit card or debit card. Please note that 
(asmall price difference is possible due the exchange rate). cheques are not accepted. Credit cards are charged after delivery. 
Order by post Please fill in the coupon below and send it with Offer info Offer is available to UK, Germany, Belgium and the 
payment details to: Peter C Nijssen Bijzondere Bloembollen, Netherlands. Delivery of your bulbs will be from September 2014 
PO Box 653, NL-2100 AR Heemstede, the Netherlands in time for autumn planting. 
Postage & packing Please add £6.95 p&p to your total order. Offer closes 31 October 2014. 
ORDER FORM 7 PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: Pras Price | Offer |Qty | Total ‘ 
: Peter C Nijssen Bijzondere Bloembollen, PO Box 653, Se eee! 
NL-2100 AR Heemstede, the Netherlands A. schubertii (x3 bulbs) &375 £3.19 £ 
A. obliquurm (x3) $500 £425, |e 
Title Initial____—s Surname A. pskemense (x3) | £665 | £5.65 | & i 
Address A. ‘Firmament' (x3) £445 £3.53 & ‘ 
A. cernuum (x10) | SAIS | £3.53 | & 
; Postcode A. karataviense (x5) £250 | £2.13 & 
Telephone number _ : A. huber-morathii (x3) S445 £3.53 & ' 
| Sea aul a 
Please tick card type |_| Visa Visa debit _ Mastercard _| Maestro La 4 i377 | ees | = 
Card Number A. atropurpureum (x5) £295 £2.51 & ' 
| | | | | | ll [ | I [ A. amplectens ‘Graceful Beauty’ (x10) £335 (82.85 | \é ' 
wanes CC] ZS CJ C] Expiry Date [T 7 Co A. convallarioides pink form (x3) £565 £4.80 & 
ne Ooo A. hollandicum ‘Purple Surprise’ (x5) £445" £3.53 & H 
Maestro Issue no __| Security no. _____ (last 3 digits on signature strip) A. chloranthum (x3) $5.65 £4.80 § 
 -Sigmalure Date Please add £6.95 p&p to total order | £6.95 ' 
All orders with a minimum value of £25 will receive a free copy of the Peter C TOTAL |/£& y 
\ Nijssen full-colour catalogue featuring 240 pages of bulbs. — VALID UNTIL 31/10/14. f) 


Oe ee ee eee see ew cee eee eee wea e ee eee eee ee eee een ese ewe eee ene cet ens eee cee ee ee eee ae seca nee sees ee sees e eases ee cesses senenns 
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10% off Plant Belles plant supports 


OFFER 
THREE 


Grow your own strawberries — all they require is a sunny, sheltered 
spot. Space plants 30cm apart in the open ground. Alternatively, 
they can be grown in growbags (ten plants per growbag), or in 
hanging baskets or containers. Pomona Fruits’ hand-graded 
strawberry plants are available from March to mid July and will 
crop 60-90 days after planting. We are offering three cultivars at 
a15% discount — or order all three as a collection and save £2.15. 
HOW TO ORDER 

Call 01255 440410 with your credit or debit card, quoting offer 
code ‘GI5SP or order online at:[PomonaFruits.co.uk/GbSH, 
Alternatively, please fill in the order form and post with payment 
to: Pomona Fruits Ltd, Department GI5SP, Pomona House, 

12 Third Avenue, Walton-on-Naze, Essex CO14 8JU. 

Offer closes 30 June 2014. Offer is available to UK addresses only. 
Delivery within 28 days. 


YOUR DETAILS 


Title Initial Surname 


Address 


' 

: Code Description Price Qty Total 

' | stRo13 Sonata 12 runners | £12.30 iB 

‘| stRoIg— Malwina 12runners | £1270 ls 

‘| stROI6 Marades Bois i2runners £13.55 | le 
STR908 Strawberry collection | £36.40 | & : 
' 12 each of Sonata, Malwina & Mara des Bois 

' FREE P&P TOTAL & 

' 

t 

' 


Postcode 


U 
x Telephone number 


Plant Belles makes a range of grow-through decorative plant 
supports in steel wire with a natural rust finish. Place these in 
position early in the season and they will support plant growth as it 
emerges in spring, through its summer peak and on into autumn. 
Now available via Plant Belles new online shop, readers can get a 
10% discount across its range on all orders over £50* 

See page 105 for Plant Belles’ Gertrude Belle — ideal for peonies. 
Go tofplantbelles.co.ukjfor the full range of products. 


HOW TO ORDER 

Order online Go to[plantbelles.co.ukjto select your items. 10% 
discount will be applied at checkout stage. Enter code PB14GI. 
Offer closes 20 May 2014. 


* Offer excludes delivery. Standard parcel charge of £9 covers most orders 


delivered in mainland UK. You'll find full details of delivery SE ea 


Delivery to mainland UK only; offer not valid in Europe or Rest of World. 


15% off strawberry plants from Pomona Fruits 


Strawberry ‘Sonata’ 

Anew heavy cropping, mid-season strawberry 
that stands up well to hot weather or heavy 
rain. Resistant to powdery mildew. Very good 
sweet flavour. Season: mid June — late July. 
Offer 12 runners: £1450 — you pay £12.30. 


Strawberry ‘Malwina’ 

Anew, dark-red cultivar of large flavoursome 
berries with a lovely aroma and sweet taste. 
Late ripening, cropping well into August. Good 
disease resistance. Season: mid July — mid Aug. 
Offer 12 runners: £4495 — you pay £12.70. 


Strawberry Mara des Bois 

This perpetual fruiting cultivar is the only one 
to combine the flavour of an alpine strawberry 
with the fruit size and yield of modern cultivars. 
Resistant to powdery mildew. Season: July — Oct. 
Offer 12 runners : £4595 — you pay £13.55. 


STRAWBERRY ORDER FORM (OFFER GI5SP) Please send your order from and payment to the address above. 


| enclose a cheque for & made payable to Pomona Fruits 


with my name and address included on the back. 


OR please charge £ to my Credit/Debit card. 
Please tick card type: |_|Visa |_|Visa debit Mastercard [_|Maestro 
Card Number ee Y ; ; 

} LILI LILILI 


JOU Cl WJ LIL 
Expiry Date | YL 


Valid from as / ae a 


Maestro Issue no. am Security no. 


___ (last 3 digits on signature strip) 


Signature Date 


VALID UNTIL 30/06/14 
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BEAUTIFUL PLANTING 
IDEAS FOR CONTAINERS 


: ; , Pots of Style is a special edition 
GA R D EN S featuring 44 beautiful potting 


schemes that will help you plant 
Pots of Style gorgeous containers. 
Brighten up and transform 
te even the smallest spaces with 


ONLY 4 5 et "i sian y ae [x ~ this inspiring publication. 
$7. 99°. ae ‘ £7 a) jp» ~~ Discover inside 
(INC. P&P*), Ni ay VANE = © * “40 best plants for containers 
\ Ny, Kt a) : 4 © a = Expert schemes and tips 
| “ag i The finest pots on the market 
® Stunning hanging basket designs 


Perfect planting ideas for beautiful containers 


Plus — subscribers to 
y jabulous Cara tts GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
© from collections of dagty alpines 
Sah teeeiime §6(Magazine receive FREE UK P&P! 


4 % v5 


'q 


Hn 
I I 


— 


4O ) best 
CORLL nase 


| 


a 
| 


Wn 


Inspiring step-by-step planting Beautiful potsand plantersto | Suggestions for gorgeous plants 
by leading designers complement your favourite plants _ that will thrive in containers 


PRE-ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 


Order online buysubscriptions.com/potsofstyle 
Or call 0844 844 0253" and quote POSHA14. 


* UK subscribers to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED receive free postage on this special edition. Prices including postage for non-subscribers and residents outside 
the UK are: £9.49 for UK residents, £10.99 for Europe and £11.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
T Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 
Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays and 9am-lpm Saturday. 


Reader survey 2014 


We're always looking for ways to improve GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
and your views are invaluable in helping us shape its content and 
development. As well as providing us with information about 
the best editorial direction, the results of reader surveys help us 
work out what sort of reader offers, advertising and promotions 
are most relevant to you. In short, the more we know about 


your interests, likes and dislikes, the more enjoyable we can 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


YOU 
COULD WIN 


SNEEBOER 


* See page 121 for terms 
& conditions of entry 


make GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for you. If you return your completed questionnaire by 
19 May 2014, we'll make sure your name is entered in our prize draw 
for a chance to win a collection of beautifully hand-crafted gardening 
tools from Sneeboer. Many thanks — your input is greatly appreciated. 


A. Reading/buying 


1. How often do you buy Gardens Illustrated? 
Always - lama subscriber oO 
Always — every issue, but | don't subscribe D2 
Quite often — once in every 2-3 issues Os 
Occasionally — every 4-12 issues O4 
This is my first issue Os 


2. On average, how long do you spend 
reading an issue of Gardens Illustrated? 
Under 30 mins: 3-4 hours Q4 
30 mins-lhourO2 5-6 hours Os 
1-2 hours O3: Over 6 hours Os 


3. On average in the past year, how many 
other people read or looked at your copy 
of Gardens Illustrated magazine for longer 
than two minutes? 


Nobodyelse : 5-6people O4 
1-2 people Oz 7-8people Os 
3-4people 3 Morethan8 people Os 


B. Gardening interests 


4. Do you work in the gardening/garden 
design/landscape business or study this 


as part of a course? 

Yes, | study this Oo 
Yes, |am a teacher/lecturer Dz 
Yes, | work in the industry O3 


(please state your occupation) 


No O4 


5. Have you taken or are you interested in 
taking a course in any of the following? 


Garden design 
Horticulture 

Vegetable growing 
Practical gardening 
Flower arranging 

Wine appreciation 
Interior design 
Cookery 

Other (please specify) 


OOO0O00000 © No,butinterested 
QOOO0Q00 ODO ~ No,notinterested 


OOO00000 § ¥es,taken 


6. Which of the following Gardens Illustrated 
goods and services have you tried? 


ome} 

22 

68 

2£2L 

ow FES 

25s 

Oy 

A oe 

222 

1.2.3 

Exclusive garden visits ooo 
Garden holidays in the UK 58 8 BS 
Garden holidays abroad ooo 
Gardens Illustrated talk/lecture ooog 
Gardens Illustrated symposium/lectureO OF O 


7. Gardens Illustrated is considering offering: 
a) select plants and b) quality products for 
gardeners. How likely would you be to try 
these in the future? 


Select plants 
Quality products for gardeners 


C. About Gardens Illustrated 


> 
& 
S 
= 
il 
oO 
o 


OO ~% Quitelikely 
OO & Notvery likely 
OO F Notatalllikely 
O 0 ™ Noopinion 


8. Gardens Illustrated costs £4.50. What do 
you think of this in terms of value for money? 
Very good value Oh: Poorvalue Os 
Good value Oz Verypoorvalue Os 
Average value Os 


9. What do you think of Gardens Illustrated's 
coverage of the following subjects? 
Too About Not 
much right enough 
1 

English gardens 
Gardens abroad 
Small gardens 
Contemporary gardens 
Historic gardens 
Articles on plants 
Articles on people 
Articles on crafts 
Articles on nurseries 
Articles on veg growing 
Articles with recipes 
Design ideas 
Practical gardening 
Garden history 
Book reviews 
Shopping 
Chelsea Flower Show 


ooa00nno0ogo ooo 0gn000g 
goon00n0nn000c ooo 00000Y 
0noo0onDonooOooOoOonnDoOoOoOow 


ce 5 


Please return your completed form by 19 May 2014 and we'll 
enter you in our prize draw for a collection of tools from 
Sneeboer[(sneeboer.com). We've chosen a set for a variety of 
tasks: a long-handled fork and mattock; a hand rake; a ‘wrotter’ 
(an innovative weeding device); a dandelion trowel: a 20-tine 
leaf rake; and a royal Dutch hoe.* 


10. Is there any other content you would like 
to see covered by Gardens Illustrated? 


11. How much did you enjoy this issue of 


Gardens Illustrated? 

Very much O:  Notatall Os 
Quite a lot Oe Didn'tread this issue Os 
Notverymuch 3 (Skip question 12) 


12. Listed below are the articles in this issue 
of Gardens Illustrated. For each item please 
tick the column that comes closest to your 

opinion. 


no} 
3 
3 
3 
a 
Page 1 
3 Editor's Letter o 
67 Contributors Oo 
9 Reader event o 
1-15 Diginnews oO 
16-17 helsea Fringe oO 
18-21 lantsman’s favourites O 
23 ardening talent oO 
25-26 Urban gardener o 
33-44 Chelseadesigners O 


itted out for Chelsea O 
iftsgate garden Oo 
janting Ideas o 
Ollberg garden oO 
liums plant profile 
Who's who oO 
86-91 Spring Cottage garden 
Edulis nursery 
99-102 Design news 

105 _— Design source book 
107-112 Books 

120 Letters 

121 Crossword puzzle 
330 ‘Frank Ronan 


Cc 
P 
G 
U 
Cc 
46-51 Chelsea trends/plantsO 
Ki 
Ki 
P 
H 
A 


OoOoo0oooOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOooOoOoOoOO® Veryinteresting 
QOOQOOOODODOOOOODODOOOO0DOOO00 OD ~& Quite interesting 
NOOOOOOKDOOONOOOOOOOOOO0O0 D F Notveryinteresting 
OOOOOO0OO0CODOOOO0OO0O000O0D00O000 OD © Notatal interesting 


ooaqq0000 


13. How often do you look at the adverts 
featured in Gardens Illustrated? 

Always O1 Rarely O3 
Sometimes Oe Never O4 


14. Has reading Gardens Illustrated ever 
resulted in you: 

Attending an event/exhibition Oo 
Buying a recommended book Oe 


Buying another product advertised/reviewed (os 
Telling someone about a product advertised Dos 
Visiting the magazine's website Dos 
Going online for information about a product Dos 
Going online to research an article further (lor 


Writing to/emailing the magazine Dos 
Buying a particular plant De 
Following up an item on Twitter Oho 
Contacting an advertiser Oi 


15. Have you ever read a digital copy of 


Gardens Illustrated? 

Yes oh 
No, but | would be interested in this De 
No, and | am not interested in this Os 


16. Which of the following features could 
encourage you to try the digital version of 
Gardens Illustrated magazine? 


Interactive visuals/graphics oh 
Extended video interviews Oz 
Integrated sound bites O3 
Other (please state) O4 


D. Your lifestyle and shopping 


17. Which of these hobbies do you enjoy? 


Gardening Da 
Visiting gardens Doz 
Food/cooking Dos 
Crafts Dos 
Visiting galleries and exhibitions Dos 
Visiting heritage sites Dios 
Holidays/travelling abroad Dor 
Horse riding Qos 
Health and fitness Dos 
Classical music Oo 
Wine Ou 
Interior design Ow 
Flower arranging On 
Photography Ou 


18. In an average year, how many times do 
you go to: (write in answer) 


The opera 1 
The ballet 2 
Classical music concerts/recitals 3 
Music concerts/gigs 4 
The theatre 5 
Art galleries/exhibitions 6 
Horse races 7 
Garden shows 8 


Questionnaire continues overleaf (> 


19. What type/size of garden do you have? 
Small garden — terraced house 1 


Large garden — terraced house Cla 
Small suburban garden C3 
Large suburban garden Oa 
Small rural garden Cis 
Large rural garden 6 
Country estate 7 


20. Where do you tend to buy your gardening 
products and equipment? Please select all 
that apply 
Gardencentres (|: Online elsewhere (is 
Online nurseries [2 Catalogues Da 


21. Which of the following items have you 
bought in the past 12 months or are you 
planning to buy in the next 12 months? 
Bought Planning 
to buy 
1 2 
Greenhouse | 
Tree house o oO 
Swimming pool 
Water feature 
Ride-on mower 
Hard landscaping | 
Conservatory oO oO 
Garden furniture 
Shed oO 
Summerhouse/poolhouse 
Garden office/cabin/building 
Shepherd's hut/gypsy caravan 


22. How often do you buy any of the 
following in an average year? 


| & Every 6 months 


| + Once aweek 
[) &} ~ Onceamonth 
 w Every 2-3 months 
! © Annually 
i. LJ © Less often 


Garden plants 
Pots/containers 
Garden tools (power) 
Garden tools (hand) ] 
Garden design services 
Interior design services | 
Garden maintenance 
services 


| 

c} 

] 

a) 

| 
noo 


23. Which brands of garden machinery and 
power tools do you own in your household? 


ow 

SEES 

Sse 

> a5 

BEE 585 

123456 
Stihl ooooago 
Honda lol 
Bosch oo oo 
John Deere 1o 
Kubota nooogoddo 
Husqvarna nooagad 
Hayter lOO ] 
Mountfield 100 oo 
Toro oooagaqag 


24. Which of the following financial products 


do you own? 
Credit cards Ch Private investmentsls 
ISAs Cle Stocks/shares [He 


cj4 Unittrusts 7 


Pensions 


Reader Survey continued 


25. How much have you spent in total on 
garden machinery and power tools in the 
past 12 months? Please include all items 
both personal and work related. 
£1,001-£2,000 [s 


Nothing 1 
Lessthan£100 Mz &2001£4,000 [se 
£100-£500 3 Morethan£4,000 [7 
£501-£1,000 [4 


26. Which of the following pets do you have/ 


animals do you keep? 

Cat 1 
Dog Oz 
Chickens/poultry Os 
Horse o4 
Other (please state) 5 


27. How much do you typically spend per 
person on your main holiday? 


Less than £500 1 
£500-£750 Ca 
£751-£1,000 Os 
£1,001-£1,500 oa 
£1,501-£2,000 os 
&2,001-£3,000 6 
£3,001-£5,000 oy 
Over £5,000 os 


28. How many of the following types of break 


do you take each year? 

Write in 
Short UK breaks (less than 5 days) 
Short breaks abroad (less than 5 days) 
Longer holidays in the UK (5+ days) 
Longer holidays abroad (5+ days) 
29. Where do you enjoy travelling to? 
Europe oO: 
Africa l2 
Australia Os 
Asia o4 
US cs 
UK c6 
Other (please specify) oy 


30. Which of these types of holidays and 
trips have you taken in the past few years 
and which do you plan to take in the next 
year or so? 

Taken Planto take 

1 2 

Adventure/outdoor 
Beach 
City breaks 
Cruise ] ] 
Cultural holidays 
Volunteering/ethical oq a) 
Learning a skill/language go 
Garden tours 
Gourmet/cookery holidays 7 
Vineyard tours 
Spa break o g 
Other health/relaxation 
Other hobby-based holiday — oq 
(eg painting) 


31. Which of the following organisations 


are you a member of? 

RHS mh 
RSPB ay 
Wildlife Trust os 
National Trust my 
English Heritage Os 
Soil Association os 


Local horticultural society 7 
Other (please write in) Cs 


32. How often do you eat out socially or 
entertain at home? 
Eat out 
socially 


Entertain 
at home 
A times a week or more oD 
2-3 times a week 
Once a week oO D 
Once a fortnight 

Once amonth 

Once every 2-3 months 
Less often 


lod 


33. Which of these do you regularly drink? 
Wine oq 


Champagne Oe 
Liqueurs 3 
Spirits 4 
None of the above Os 


34. Which of the following devices do 
you own and regularly use to access 
the internet? 


Own Regularly 
use 

1 2 
Laptop computer oO oO 
Desktop computer [ 
Smartphone 
iPad o oO 
Other tablet | | 
Kindle/e-reader oO o 


35. What activities do you use the internet 
for? Please select all that apply 


General browsing 1 
Shopping for products/services 2 
Social networking 3 
Email 4 
Research/reading 5 


Kidlington OX5 9BR, UK 


Title 
Surname 
Tel (home) 
Mobile tel** 
Email** 


Forename 


** Please enter this information so that GARDENS ILLUSTRATED can keep you informed 
of newsletters, special offers and promotions via email or free text messages. You may 
unsubscribe from receiving these messages at any time. Immediate Media Co (publishers of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED) would love to keep you informed of special offers and promotions 

via post or telephone. Please tick the box if you do not wish to receive these from us. [1 


E. About you 

36. Are you? 

Male chi Female Oe 
37. Are you? 

Married/living with partner Oh 
Divorced/separated De 
Single ls Widowed Oa 


38. Which age group are you in? 


Under 16 [i 46-55 Os 
16-25 M2 56-65 U6 
26-35 3 66-75 O7 
36-45 Da Over75 Os 


39. What is your current working status? 


Employed full-time (i Studying part-time Cis 
Employed part-time “2 Retired Os 
Studying full-time 3 Not working Oe 


40. Which of these best describes the main 
wager earner’s occupation? If retired, please 
tick box describing former occupation. 
Professional iT 
Senior management Me 
Middle management I 
Small business owner o 
Junior management o 
Office/clerical o 
Skilled manual 
Semi-skilled manual 
Unemployed Oo 


41. What is your total household income 
before tax? 


Under £20,000 Lb:  &70k-£99,999 Ls 
£20k-£29,999 [12 £100k-£150,000117 
£30k-£39,999 [3  £150,000+ Os 


£40k-£49,999 [a 
£50k-£69,999 5 


Prefer not to say Ms 


42. Is your home? 
Mortgaged 
Owned outright 


Rented M3 
Other m4 


ry 


Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. If you 
wish to be included in our free prize draw please remember to fill in 
your name, email address and telephone number clearly in the space 
provided below. Please return your questionnaire by 19 May 2014 to: 


FREEPOST RRYY-HASZ-KJGU, GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Survey, 
NSM Research Ltd, PO Box 354, Kidlington OX5 9BR, UK 


If you live outside the UK we are equally interested in hearing from you, 
so please put your questionnaire in an envelope and send to: 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Survey, NSM Research Ltd, 


Thank you for helping 


Every year thousands of people put their 
faith and trust in Cats Protection when 
looking for a new addition to the family. 
Behind each volunteer and member 

of staff is a wealth of experience and 
expertise which means when you adopt 
one of our cats, you can feel safe in the 
knowledge that he has been given the 
best possible care. 


When he leaves Cats Protection, your cat 
will have been treated to a top-to-tail 
medical. 


This means he will have been: 

e Fully examined by a veterinary surgeon 

e Vaccinated at least once against flu 
and enteritis 

¢ Treated against fleas, roundworm and 
tapeworm 

e Neutered if old enough 

e Microchipped 


We also provide four weeks’ free 
insurance (terms and conditions apply) 
giving invaluable peace of mind and 
reassurance as you and your cat embark 
upon this lifelong friendship. 


All he needs now is a loving home to 
make his dreams come true — over to you! 


Cats Protection's 


find-a-cat 


Find a Cats Protection cat looking for a home in your area. 
Simply scan the QR code with your smart-phone to use our 
new find-a-cat search tool, or get in touch on the details 
below. Thank you. 


03000 12 12 12 
helpline@cats.org.uk 
www.cats.org.uk 


downtools 


Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate 


Media Ltd, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email |letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Wild and wonderful 


Thank you for the lovely feature on Ulf Nordfjell’s 
garden [issue 208, p34]. 


As someone who is half Finnish and who 


has spent a large part of my life in Finland, 
| always feel the spectacular wild flowers of 
Scandinavia go under appreciated in the UK. 


In summer there are campanula, forget- 


me-not, viola and trillium beds everywhere 


in the countryside. In the very hot Scandinavian 


springs — when temperatures rise to over 30°C — the forest floors are white, not with snow 


but with carpets of wood anemones and lily of the valley. But then in the autumn the same areas 


are covered in blueberries and mushrooms that would be the envy of other countries in Europe. 


So, why go to the overcrowded Mediterranean when instead you could hire a cottage in 


Scandinavia, with your own lake or island, and swim in sea as warm as 22°C? And on top of 


that, you'll also be able to enjoy some fabulous food, in particular fish and game. 


Linda Emmett, Cornwall 


HIGH SPIRITS 

Green therapy 

Yesterday morning, I was feeling a bit down, 

so I took my breakfast out on to the back 
porch, where I noticed a new flower and went 
to investigate. Then I noticed a weed. Then 
another. Several hours of weeding later I was 
still in the garden, singing to myself and realised 
that I now felt on top of the world. I don’t 
think Pll ever need a counsellor or psychologist 
while I have a garden — it gives me all the 
therapy I need. And when I’m gardening at the 
front of the property I’m never alone because 
other gardeners always stop and chat. 

Joy Alleyne, Cooanbong, Australia 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Hot tip 

As a horseradish lover I can understand 
Frank Ronan’s lament over finishing Mrs 
Warwick’s last jar [issue 206, p114]. Until his 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 


of Carrier Company's range at[Carriercompany.co.U 


own experiments with Armoracia rusticana are 
successful and a real substitute for Mrs 
Warwick is found, I suggest Spreewalder 
Meerretich (available from[germandeli.co.uk). 
Iam sure it might be a good replacement. 
Brigitte Lingertat, Berlin 


STORAGE SOLUTIONS 

Out of sight 

I’m just reading your article on front gardens 
[issue 208, p68]. Surely, one reason people 
don’t give full attention to the front is they 


have to contend with wheelie bins and 
recycling bins in their front gardens, which can 
be an eyesore? It would have been great if youd 
given an imaginative way to screen said bins. 
Malcolm Turner, by email 

ED'S REPLY: Adam does offer some storage 
solutions in his suburban garden plan. 

However, it’s a tricky issue, which | promise 


to look at in more detail in a future issue. 


Will residents of the new city 
at Ebbsfleet realise they are 
living in a ‘garden city’? 


Tom Turner edits 
the[Garcenvisi-com) 
website and is a 

by garden historian 

2 and landscape 
architect 


The Chancellor, George Osborne, 
has described the proposed new 
city at Ebbsfleet as Britain's first 
‘garden city’ for 100 years. Will it 
be? For the 20th-century social 
reformer Ebenezer Howard a 
garden city was a place where 
the joys of town life would be 
combined with those of country 
life — without the disadvantages 
of either. They were to be self- 
contained for living and working. 
Ebbsfleet, which is to be built 
beside a Channel Tunnel Rail 
Link station, is likely to become 
little more than a commuter 
dormitory town for London. 
Many of us think of garden 
cities as places with charming 
dwellings, generous gardens, 
hedges, rose arbours, street 
trees and cul-de-sacs. Is this 
what the Chancellor intends? 
Developers will no doubt want 
to put up faceless apartment 
blocks surrounded by almost- 
useless expanses of ‘public 
open space: If so, those of us 
who love gardens should call for 
these blocks to have community 
gardens at ground level and 
private green space above 
ground: as roof gardens, sky 
gardens and well-proportioned, 
south-facing balconies. 


+ What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 


120 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


Crossword 


PRINT VERSION DIGITAL VERSION 

You can buy printed issues of | GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is 

the magazine published upto available as a digital edition — 

12 months ago: May 2013 to search ‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 

April 2014 issues are available. onthe App Store, Google Play 
or[Zinio.com| 


ERE Bee 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 

Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts available — 
see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 


0844 8440253 +441795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


SINGLE ISSUES 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s). 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
LJ uk- £4.40 per copy (] UK- £5.50 per copy 
L_]EU-£5.20 per copy [_] EU- £6.50 per copy ACROSS aka ‘sports’ (7) 
[_] Rest of world— £6 per copy L_] Rest of world — £7.50 per copy 1 Bulbs’ leaf bases — fishy things! (6) 30 Sharp-tasting herb — in spices 
5 Leaf disease commontosycamores __ or relishes (6) 
| would like to order slipcase(s) — to parts, anyway (3,4) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 9/25 Tall, skinny person's garden DOWN 
(J UK -£750 each (J UK- £9.50 each support? (4,4) 2 Method of pruning perennials, named 
[_]EU-&8.50 each [J EU-£10.75 each 10 Like a newly trimmed lawn in as it's done at the same time of year as 
LJ Rest of world - £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each sedge design (5) the RHS May flower show (74) 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 11 Leaves’ main veins (4) 3 Type of broad bean's awful old pong! (7) 
12 Part of the calyx — in greenhouse 4 Excellent, what clay soil will do 
Oo : ; palm (5) when wet! (5) 
Ales pelea aba mina tave st me bleach us 13 Eg clover, floret | damaged (7) 5 Ces of French and Putests marigolds (7) 
[1 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card SS ; Ge Phizomateds perc anial wii stele 
16 Stakes — last of cress in plant shaped flower — turns gorse arid (9) 
Visa L] Mastercard O Maestro L containers (5) 7 Support for climber of ‘P. Galore’ 
Oooo Ooo ann ooo 17 Pavord's first in cerulean variety (7) 
Expiry date [] [] [] [] Issue no. (Maestro only) [] C] nasturtiums (4) 8 Plant container, nevertheless turned 
18 Young tree — western rose fruit (4) over (3) 
20 Aname in minor marigolds (5) 14 Perennial saxifrage — ‘Capital Conceit'! 
22 Initially, Piet Oudolf organises lovely (6,5) 
water feature (4) 16 Long-flowering perennial — breaks 
23 Collection of conifer trees (7) stem open by end of morn (9) 
24/15 Used as top dressing for lawn — 19 As the smell of garlic is — good in 
makes snaps hard! (5,4) punnet, perhaps (7) 
25 See 9 across 21 Talks incoherently about how a wild 
27 Claim to change type of acid from rose grows? (7) 
eg apple juice (5) 22 Ornamental pot (7) 
28 Hint: different way to weed out 24 Stops employing hessian bags? (5) 
unwanted seedlings (4) 26 Unit of electrical resistance starts to 


29 Natural genetically changed plants oxygenate Hamamelis mollis (3) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 
In our April issue, we reprinted the March crossword by mistake. Apologies 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: READER SURVEY, PAGE 117 for the confusion — if you'd like to do the April crossword, it is available at our 

Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Promotion excludes promoter employees, websitelgardensilustrated com\ along with the answers). 

contractors and anyone connected with the promotion or their direct family members. By entering, you 

agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person, per giveaway. Entrants must MARCH’S SOLUTIONS. 

be aged 18 years or older. This promotion is subject to the laws of England, by entering you undertake that : : 

you are not contravening any laws local to you. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or ACROSS: 1 Escallonia 7 Date 9 Inkcap 10 Regrowth 11 Lyte 12 Innes 14 Stringy 16 Dasheen 
fraudulent entries. Winning entries will be chosen at random from all eligible entries. The winner will be 18 Ramsons 20 Spiraea 23/13 Sea pea 25 Toxic 26 Eddo 28 Windfall 29 Thalia 30 Pear 31 Easter lily. 


notified by email or post within 28 days of closing date. The draw is final and no correspondence will be 5 4 fi 
entered into. For winners' details send an SAE within two months of closing date to GI Reader Survey, DOWN: 2 Sandy 3 Asclepias 4 Lopping 5 Nerine 6 Augusta 7 Droop 8 Tete a tete 15 Transpire 
Immediate Media, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. If a winner is unable to be contacted within 17 Horsetail 19 Nut case 21 Picotee 22 Oxalis 24 Alder 27 Drill. 

one month, the Promoter may redraw or offer in a future promotion. Promoter reserves the right to 

substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. Entrants’ details will 

be used in accordance with Immediate's Privacy Policy (imediate.co.uk7privacy-Dolcy). 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Great gardens to wisit 


As the Chelsea Flower Show approaches, our minds turn to beautiful gardens to visit. 
Make the most of long summer days and appreciate these wonderful horticultural-hotspots 


1 PENSTHORPE NATURAL PARK 


Pensthorpe Natural Park contains 
three inspirational gardens, a 
stunning wildflower meadow and 
a beautiful lakeside environment. 
Whether you choose to enjoy the 
nature of the Wildlife Habitat 
Garden, absorb the beauty of Piet 
Oudolf’s Millennium Garden, or 
take a relaxing meander through 
the Wave Line and Wave gardens, 
Pensthorpe is able to offer 
unparalleled delights. 


ADDRESS Pensthorpe Natural Park, 
Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 OLN 

TEL 01328 851465 
WEE;pensthorpe.com 


2 ABERGLASNEY 


Aberglasney was made famous by the BBC 
television series A Garden Lost in Time 
which followed its restoration. Today it’s 
quite simply one of Wales finest gardens. 

A renowned plantsman’s paradise with a 
unique Elizabethan cloister garden at its 
heart, Aberglasney offers the opportunity to 
explore more than ten acres of magnificent 
gardens, which along with the fully restored 
ground floor of Aberglasney’s grade II* 
listed mansion offer a stunning venue for 
exhibitions and events. Open all year. 


ADDRESS Llangathen, Carmarthenshire 
SA32 8QH 

TEL 01558 668998 
\WEPfaberglasney.org 


3 THE GARDEN SHOWS 


The Garden Show at Stansted Park, 
Rowlands Castle, Hants 6-8 June. 
The Garden Show at Loseley Park, 
Nr Guildford, Surrey 18-20 July. 

Two stunning locations with a wide 
range of innovative garden accessories, 
specialist plants, beautiful art, gifts 
and tempting artisan foods. A great 
opportunity to rejuvenate your garden 
and enhance your living spaces. Learn 
from experts, watch your children 
play: inspiration for everyone. Art, 
design and your garden. 


TEL 01243 538456 
\WEBthegardenshowonline.com 
EMA\L_f{into@thegardenshowonline.com 


4 HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 


Discover glorious award-winning 
gardens at the 13th-century castle, 
best known as the childhood 
home of Anne Boleyn. Bought 

by American multi-millionaire 
William Waldorf Astor in 1903, 
he restored the castle and created 
the gardens and lake. The splendid 
gardens include Rose, Italian 

and Tudor gardens as well as 
magnificent topiary, fountains, 
cascades and grottoes. 


ADDRESS Hever, Nr. Edenbridge, 
Kent TN8 7NG 

|ELOI732 865224 
WEBjhevercastle.co.uk 


5 ABBOTSBURY SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 


Winner of the HHA/Christie's 
Garden of the Year Award 
2012. Considered to be one 

of the best gardens in Great 
Britain. Set in 30 glorious 

acres nestling against Dorset’s 
Jurassic Coast near Weymouth, 
they were described by Alan ; 
Titchmarsh as “One of the finest § 
gardens I have ever visited”. 
Open daily from 10am to 5pm, 
last admission 4pm. 

ADDRESS Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
TEL 01305 871387 
\WEBlabbotsburygardens.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring garden inspiration 


The weather is warmer, the days are getting longer and summer is getting closer. Make sure your 
garden 1s perfect this year with the help of these superb accessories 


1 FRANCIS BAY 


Home of the wonderfully comfortable and super 
stylish Canadian Muskoka Chair since 2005. 
Available as a kit or assembled in a range of 
Canadian woods. Also see the range of fun and 
quirky recycled metal animal sculptures designed in 
Australia including Bruce the Bull Cooler (see right). 
TEL 01443 201410 \\EP/francisbay.co.uk 


2 CRANBORNE STONE 


As one of the UK's leading specialists in high 
quality cast stone, Cranborne Stone has supplied 
some of the UK's finest gardens. Handmade in 
Dorset by our skilled craftsmen, our beautiful 
range of handmade garden benches, planters, vases, 
fountains and balustrade suit all tastes and styles. 
TEL 01258 472685 \WEB\cranbornestone.com 


3 ARTISAN PLANT SUPPORTS 


A range of handcrafted plant supports and 
obelisks designed to provide architectural 
structure within the garden while also 
complementing and enhancing the plant's 
features. All our ranges have a choice of finishes 
- rusted, galvanised or powder coated. 

Call or email for a copy of our brochure. 

TEL 01538 753128 \\/EEartisanplantsupports.co.uk 


4 TEAK TIGER 


Special Offer - Bristol Hardwood Armchair 
Our solid heavyweight armchair (14kg) is now 
only £99. Or purchase two or more and pay 
just £79 each. Includes FREE fully assembled 
delivery to UK mainland. Offer only available 
while stocks last. 

TEL 0800 068 0333 WEEteaktiger.com 


5 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 


Spring 2014 Fine Garden Ornament Catalogue 
now available; new products include verdigris 
copper planters, stone dining tables and new design 
seating. Also available, the Period Garden Statuary 
& Architectural Elements Catalogue, featuring the 
best examples from our current antique inventory. 
TEL 01386 584414 \\/E5larchitectural-heritage.co.uk 


6 WHICHFORD POTTERY 


Inspired by the work of William Morris, this Acorn Pot 
(24cm high x 39cm wide) is handmade in Warwickshire 
and guaranteed frostproof for ten years. Reader offer of 
free delivery (saving £29.50) to mainland UK. 

£59.95 each or £99.95 for two (saving a further £19.95). 
Offer ends 31/05/14. T&Cs apply. Phone to order. 

TEL 01608 684416 \\/E 5[whichtordpottery.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spo! 


| yourself at Chelsea 


This May passionate gardeners from around the world come together for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
Why not ensure your flower show season ts extra special by indulging in one of these delightful treats? 


WIESTORE HOUSE & GARDENS 


The Kadai Firebowl has been used for centuries across India as a large 
cooking bowl. Now for 2014 we have Kadai Planters using Kadai 
bowls from 60cm to 2 metres and more. They are guaranteed to create 
a sensation — planting ideas are endless. Try including year-round 
vegetables and exotic colourful displays. Prices from £379. 

Chelsea Flower Show stand: RHW30 


TEL 01694 751279 \\ESikadaicom] 


SECRET GARDENS FURNITURE 


See our collection of distinctive hand- 
forged rusted metalwork plant supports, 
arches, arbours, gates, planters, furniture 
and trellis work. All hand made in Britain. 
Shown here is our Rusted Flower Planter 
combined with our Rusted Flower Globe 
perfect for growing sweet peas or clematis. 


Chelsea Flower Show stand: RHW22 


TEL 020 8464 5327 
\W¢ P[Seeretgarcenstarniture com] 


SITTING SPIRITUALLY 


Sit 


The Heart Back has been designed to celebrate our 10th Anniversary 
this year and has been shortlisted as a finalist for The RHS Chelsea 
Garden Product of the Year 2014. Available across our ranges in 2, 3 or 
4 seaters. We are the only swing and bench makers licensed by the RHS. 


Chelsea Flower Show stand: MW1 


TEL 01297 443084 \\/E 5[Sittingspiritually.co.uk] 


ROLLINS & SONS 


New Gardening Gloves for Women 

These Mechanix gardening gloves are designed to fit the contours 
of a woman's hand. The range features Padded Palm, Material 4X 
and Leather gloves, all helping to protect the hands of hard working 
women at home or at work. 

Chelsea Flower Show stand: EA25 


\WEBJ|qualitygardentools.com 


Marketplace To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7408 


ACCESSORIES 


TRUSTED & ENDORSED BY VETS & PET OWNERS WORLDWIDE 


Aoy Rocks 


STOP pet urine burn marks...naturally Manufacturers of: English Handcrafted 


Planters and internal and external Oak, 
Iroko or Accoya Furniture. 


Other services include a bespoke 
joinery service for all interior 
& exterior design 
For more information 
email into(@oxtordplanters.co.uk or 
call 01608 683022 


ur dog’s water bowl 
elp stop pet urine 
lawn burn patches. NS 


- & BOOK PUBLISHING 
‘ERB —_ Authors invited to submit 
Roo . manuscripts all categories 
a Me ooanel Ger 
© QverimillionRocks, ONochangetopl p2iScorner J | Debt. 174 Ifracombe, Devon, ILEUS SON MORES 


- EX34 8BA. Tel 01271 862557 : ; : 
sold WORLDWIDE balance of pet's urine, psi leat Hes Ashes Maisie 
F) 100% Natural, proven & trusted, Dobbies Publishers for 100 Years roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


www.dogrocks.co.uk ¥®@ T:01628 822243 Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


ACCESSORIES BUILDINGS 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


cheeky Bespoke design 


monkey oo eae Guile 


treehouses, playhouses 
tree houses and elevated platforms 
Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 
www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk _t: 01403 732 452 
ww N P4E= 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


fae, 
§ CLAIRE | 
AUSTIN 
Exclusively Mail Order 
PERENNIALS 
PEONIES 
IRISES 
over 800 varieties 


Tel: 01686 670342 


catalogue available 


GARDEN 
REQUISITES 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 


BUILDINGS 


Greenhouses designed... 
Hee eS 


dovetail 
greenhouses 


EDUCATION 


a 
Train to be a professional 
garden designer. With 

x inspirational teaching ‘ 


i from world class designers ft \ eat 2 


% in the heart of London 


mee ye 
> - s 


~ 
yy For more details visit: ; 


www.lcgd.org.uk an 
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J 


Marketplace 


GARDENS 


Wet Crk 
GARDEN TRAIL 
Celebrating 20 Chars 


aT c= . IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
OP THE HAROLD BARRY TRUST 


V2 

RA 
é =a 14th-29th June 2014 
ih C) = } Brochure available from 
AY, ‘ TH Failte Ireland 


www.discoverireiand.ie 
www.westcorkgardentrall.com 


NURSERIES 


Buy Pelargoniums 


snanthiic annlina 
apantnus online 


THE 


ORGANIC 
GARDENING 


CATALOGUE 


Organic seeds and supplies 


Green Manures, Peat Free Composts, 
Soil Improvers, Mulches, Seaweed Feeds, 
Comfrey Plants, Biological Controls, 
Nematodes, Crop Protection and more. 


01932 253666 


Garden 


We have one of the largest ranges of trees and shrubs in the country, including native trees, 
hedging, conifers, roses, perennials and fruit. Larger specimen trees and shrubs are also available. 


‘We can deliver nationwide and are happy to give advice and quote for any size project. 


Mow With Us, the name for choice, service and. quailty 


HOn DA FREE ENGINE OIL 
Authorised Dealer and one of & FREE DELIVERY 


i ue s largest for boxed goods 
Tetaller, (UK mainland except Scottish Highlands and islands) 


Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 


Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


Open 7 days a week 9am - 5pm 


Dingle Nurseries & Garden, Welshpool, Powys SY21 9JD 
T: 01938 555145 - E: info@dinglenurseryandgarden.co.uk « www.dinglenurseryandgarden.co.uk 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Marketplace To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7408 


ARTS & CRAFTS 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


twenty twenty sk Support where 
contemporary art and craft (? Larret it’s needed 


GA RDE N S All our supports are handcrafted 


ILLUSTRATED in Tenbury Wells from Solid Steel 
which are affordable and robust. 
The plant Girdle as featured here 


Includes _ is only £995. 


Fine artists materials: 
; F an A5 landscape 
Twenty Twenty artists pencils eloranounel 
° Charcoal pencils sketchbook 
e Bulworthy charcoal sticks 
e Putty rubber 


Pencil erasers SS = 
Mies 
° Metal sharperners “ SIR 3p 


orts.co.uk 


™ 


Visit our online directory at: 


paraensiilustratea.com 


gardens-illustrated- 


GARDENS 


IEeLUs TRATED 


Includes 
a classic 8” 
wooden artists 
manikin 


WILDLIFE CAMERAS 


Stair Rope Specialist 


UK 
Wildlife 


ooh 


Cameras 


j fy Y: iff 


; 


} 


Enjoy your very 
own wildlife 
observation 
studio... 


Up to 10% off all our Bird 
Box Camera Kits & Systems! 


MmAOTH MD 


DAerrHn 


Get a fascinating insight into the 
wonderful world of birds - watch 
them come and go, study nest 
building behaviour, witness chicks 
hatching and see them grow... 


lifecameras.co.uk 
08450 170 760 


Commerce House 4 High Street Nutfield Surrey RH1 4HQ 
www.stairropesdirect.com| E-mailjinfo@periodflooring.com 


Tel: 01737 823053 


Ammon 


Cedar Nursery 


Plants & Outdoor Living 


a ae 


Visit us 7 days a week in Cobham, Surrey 


: 


airs 
= . a 
TURE 
=e ae 
= | —rivtiad 


3D Landscape Design Oak Garages and Car Ports 
Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team and see our design led 


range of Plants and Pots, Garden Furniture, BBQs and Outdoor Kitchens, 
Wood Fired Ovens, Cedar Hot Tubs, Oak Buildings and 3D Landscape Design. 


Call Click Visit 
01932 862473 — flandscaping.co.uk] Horsley Road, Cobham, KT 11 3UX 
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the writer's plot 


Among friends 


The beauty of tulips rests in your choice of companions, thinks our columnist 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


ne of the 
gardeners of 
whom I am in awe 


was showing me round the 
other day. It was sometime 
near the beginning of 
February. I don’t know 
whether winter has faded 
from your memory already, 
but it wasn’t a great one for 
most of us. The snowdrops 
were better than they'd ever 
been but you'd have needed 
scuba gear to view them. 
Crocuses were coming early 
but the hellebores were 
hanging back. It was 


case we couldn't even see 
what the starting point 
was. Some annual that 
had been mentioned in 
Country Life in passing? 
Here, yes, on the 
bare bed, there was to be 
justification: succession, 
exotics, tulips. But a tulip 
without a companion? 
I had thought that 
that Lloyd message had 
been hammered home 
hard and often enough 
to penetrate. Tulips alone 
are a quarter what 
they could be. Among 
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perverse to think of going : friends they are lifted 
to look at anyone’s garden, Tulips alone are a quarter of what they could be. from the decorative 
ee Among friends they are lifted... to the spectacular aia 
that this one would rise to It may be that the 
the challenge. And it did. people who say they 


There were hedges of Sarcococca in flower, and swathes of 


a delectably pale form of aconite (Eranthis hyemalis ‘Schwefelglanz’, 
just in case you feel like repeating the heartache of establishing 


the ordinary kind). 


Wonder after wonder appeared round every corner and my 
notebook scribbling became increasingly illegible as I struggled 
to keep up. Then, to the relief of my benumbed pencil hand, we 
came to what I took to be a new bed. “What are you going to do 


here?” I burbled, like a Valley girl in a handbag shop. 


“This is my tribute to Christopher Lloyd,” replied my eminent friend. 


“Exotics? Dahlias?” 
“Yes, and tulips in the spring.” 


I surveyed the rich, black and weed-free expanse, and hesitated 


before cheeking the oracle. I couldn’t help myself. “But 
where is the companion? He would never have put tulips 
in without a companion.” 

I hadn't wanted to be critical, and worry about writing 
it up now for fear of compounding the offence. It was a 
small niggle in a garden of marvels, but it is amazing how 
easily even the best people miss the point. It reminded me 
of another, very good, gardener that Christo and I called 
in on during one of our trips north. “And this is my tribute 
to you,” he announced, waving his arm over a purely 
herbaceous bed of exquisitely matching pastels. In that 
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don’t like tulips because they are stiff and formal are thinking of 


rows of them standing to attention with no distractions. I have a 
vague memory of not liking them myself in childhood, possibly 


for that reason: because I remember the moment when I fell in 


love. It was with a lone pink tulip (possibly ‘Pink Diamond’) in 
a neglected border among straggles of forget-me-not and dandelion. 
It was like seeing a tulip for the first time. 

“Yes we tried all that business with wallflowers, but it was too 


complicated,” was my host’s defence. Not wishing to be too dog in the 


manger I muttered something about forget-me-nots and left it at that. 


But forget-me-nots are the very least you can do for your tulips. 
A brilliant Lloyd combination that springs to mind is of the purple 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


‘Negrita in front of the pale leaves of a golden acanthus. Or there is my 


friend Laura’s genius placing of red ‘Isle de France’ in front 
of a flowering Exochorda. You wor't have to look far for new 
settings. There is the foliage of incoming lupins, or a carpet 
of Bellis, or a frothy sea of fennel, giant or otherwise. 

I like my remnant tulips, stubbornly thriving in places 
now too dark and shrubby to consider planting anew. 
‘White Triumphator’ glows still among the kelp-dark 
leaves of Blechnum chilense. | like thinking of new things 
for tulips and new tulips for things. Thread them among 
things and things among them. A parade ground is no 
place for any flower, and certainly not a tulip. 0 
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FOR OUR FREE 
BROCHURE CALL 


0844 8807909 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT 
FARM, FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 


Greenhouses Lean To’s Patio Glasshouses Coldframes | Shed Combi Planthouses Staging 
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EXCELLENCE I!IS IN 
THE DETAIL 
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From your very first contact with us you'll realise we are different. We are immensely proud of all our products, and know that, 
from the designs on the drawing board, throughout manufacturing to the finishing process, our products stand superior. 


In support of 
For a brochure please call or click 


0800 783 8083 ul 


www.hartley-botanic.co.uk| - Quoting ref: Gl 


PRINCE’S 
FOUNDATION 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


